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< 10 ieineim backed out of war with Israel 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran sent troops to Syria after Israeli forces 
invaded Lebanon in 1982 but the late Ayatollah Rubottah 
KJwmemi backed out of a confrontation with the Jewish state, a 
former ambassador to Damascus said. All Akbar Mohxashemi. in 
jin interview published Tuesday in Jahan-blam newspaper, said 
Iran “decided to send army troops as well as Revolutionary 
Guards and volunteer militiamen to help the Syrian army.” The 
deployment was launched just days after the start of the invasion in 
June 1982, in case of a confrontation between Israel and Syria, 
which has had troops in Lebanon since 1976. “Two or three planes 
arrived with back-up troops, bat the operation stopped at the 
order'' of Mr. Khomeini, said Mr. Mohtashemi. a leader of Islamic 
radicals and former interior minister who has been sidelined from 
power. Mr. Mohtashemi, who as ambassador to Syria at the time 
bad what be called "secret and unofficial responsibilities” in 
Lebanon, sard the founder of the Islamic Republic of Iran decided 
(o avoid a direct confrontation with Israel. He returned to Iran and 
tried in vain to persuade Khomeini to resume the operation. 
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Syria, Jordan discuss trade 

DAMASCUS (Petra) — Syrian Deputy Prime Minister Salim 
Vasin on Tuesday received a Jordanian trade delegation headed by 
Hamdi Tabbaa and reviewed scopes of economic cooperation and 
means of enhancing trade exchange. The two sides also discussed 
issues pertaining to setting up joint investment projects and lifting 
obstacles facing the smooth flow of commodities between the two 
countries. The delegation proposed the establishment of an Arab 
economic bloc capable of serving Arab interests. Syrian Minister 
of Industry and Trade Mohammad A1 Imadi also received the 
delegation members and discussed with i.kri issues related to 
setting up joint investments, in addition to activating economic 
integration. Mr. Imadi said Syria gives priority to importing 
Jordanian products and relerred to a protocol signed here, 
heralding the establishment of a Syrian- Jordanian Businessmen 
Council. Such councils will serve the common interests of both 
countries, through enhancing cooperation between the private 
sectors in both countries. Mr. Imadi said Syria was ready to 
increase its imports of Jordanian cement. 
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Beigian toddlef 
shoots pregnani 
mother 


Israeli soldiers no 
longer to shoot 
infiltrators on sight 

TEL AVTV (AFP) — Israeli 
soldiers are no longer 
allowed to shoot “infiltra- 
tors" on sight along the bor- 
der with Jordan following the 
peace treaty with the King- 
dom, military officials said 
Tuesday. Under the new 
rules, troops can only shoot 
after coming under fire. The 
officials said central region 
commander General Tlan 
Biran had issued the open 
fire orders to take into 
account the "new situation 
creared by the Ocl. 26 peace 
agreement. However, two 
Israelis who have just com- 
pleted reserve duty along the 
bolder, told Israel Radio no 
soldier in their unit would 
obey. "It is impossible to ask 
a soldier not to react when he 
is a target and to wait without 
doing anything until someone 
fires at him,” said Avraham 
Bernstein. “We are not goin 
to put our lives at risk, even 5 
we face military prison," 
added his comrade Paul 
Elbar. 

Israel, Oman move 
to build up ties 

MUSCAT (AFP) — Israel 
and Oman are to press ahead 
with discussions to build up 
ties, the Omani minister of 
state for foreign affairs said 
Tuesday. Yousef Ben Alawi 
Abdullah, quoted by the offi- 
cial news agency ONA, said 
his meeting with Israeli Fore- 
ign Minister Shimon Peres 
last Saturday in Jordan was 
pan of a “dialogue ... aimed 
at strengthening bilateral re 
lations. “We agreed to con 
tinue dialogue, through con- 
tacts and meetings in order to 
continue studying this issue.” 
Mr. Ben Alawi and Mr. 
Peres, who met in Aqaba, 
also discussed the opening of 
interests sections in Oman 
and Israel, and the outcome 
of the Arab-Israeli summit in 
Cairo last Thursday, Israeli 
officials said. 


Cams tipp 
next head 


ed to be 
of CIA 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
President Bill Clinton has de- 
cided to nominate retired Air 
Force General Michael Cams 
to be the new director of the 
Central Intelligence Agency 
(CIA) and could announce 
bis choice as early as 
Wednesday, administration 
officials said Tuesday. 
“Cams is the guy, and his 
nomination could be 
announced as early as tomor- 
row. All that remains to be 
done is working out the logis- 
tics," one official said. 
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Meeting studies 
problem of beggars 

AMMAN (Petra) — Social 
Development Minister Salwa 


. : -.rnen^ kj\> Damen-Masri on Tuesday 
chaired a meeting for the 
planning, coordination and 
administrative development 
committee during which she 
reviewed a workplan of the 
social defence department. 
Mrs. Masri called for asses- 
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age-groups of beggars and 
Ending solutions to the prob- 
: _ - - |fl fa i *. lem. She stressed the import- 
3006 fonouiatmg a clear- 
_ ffl0 “V,|j c dict* cut policy to overcome the 

\tjlsier?- problem. The minister also 
: ./ 3 for formulating a poli- 

: o c , -I'nc#' cy to help the handicapped, 
J." .i-,j kg- specially those above 40 
years. 
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1 j Wednesday both the Turkish 
' ntl government and the separat- 



security forces, the London- 
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Crown Prince stresses 
need to boost work of 
Jordanian negotiators 

Prince Hassan calls for activating Higher 
Committee in bilaterals, multilaterals 


Arabs, Israel and U.S. open trade talks 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan on 
Tuesday chaired a meeting of 
a supreme panel guiding Jor- 
dan’s participation in the 
Middle East peace negotia- 
tions and reviewed the prog- 
ress in the peace process and 
the implementation of the 
Oct. 26 peace treaty signed 
between Jordan and Israel. 

The Crown Prince, who 
heads the Higher Steering 
Committee for the peace 
negotiations, called for reac- 
tivating the role of the com- 
mittee so that it could give a 
boost to the actual nego- 
tiators with Israel. 

Ham A1 Mulki. head of the 
Jordanian committee in 
charge of implementing the 
peace treaty with Israel, said 
the Crown Prince was refer- 
ring to the sub-committees 
negotiating with Israel in va- ' 
nous sectors and was under- 
lining that these negotiators 
needed guidance from the 
Higher Steering Committee. 

The Higher Steering Com- 
mitte was set up at the outset 
of the peace: n ego tia r io m i- 

Chaired by the Crown Prince 
himself, the committee in- 
cludes the prime minister, the 
chief of the Royal Court, the 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, several senior 
cabinet members and other 
top-ranking officials repre- 
senting the various branches 
of government and sectors of 
the country. 

During Tuesday’s meeting, 
the Crown Prince paid tribute 


to the achievements of the 
negotiators, and “stressed 
the need for activating the 
Higher Steering Committee 
so that it could give a boost to 
the role of the Jordanian 
negotiators, particularly at 
this time when political and 
economic developments are 
gaining momentum.” 

The reference was to the 
task that awaits Jordan as it 
moves to consolidate peace 
with Israel and reorganise the 
Kingdom’s internal front to 
meet the requirements of the 
era of peace after the peace 
treaty ended the country’s 
preoccupation with the Mid- 
dle East conflict on a bilateral 
level. 

The Crown Prince called 
for defining “national priori- 
ties in the bilateral as well as 
multilateral phases of the 
peace process with a view to 
serving national interests.” 

The Crown Prince also re- 
viewed programmes planned 
to be implemented in the 
months ahead, noting that 
specialised workshops would 
be held to prepare for a 
conference that Amman 
would host in October as a 

follow-up to foe Casablanca 

economic summit on the 
Middle East and North Afri- 
ca held late last year. 

Dr. Mulki briefed the 
Higher Steering Committee 
on the outcome of the nego- 
tiations and discussions held 
so far with Israel on the 
implementation of the 
Jordan-Israel peace treaty. 

The negotiations have so 
far produced agreements on 
border and security, crossing 


points, postal services and 
tourism. These accords are 
already initialled but will be 
formally signed on Thursday, 
when Israel is also expected 
to have completed its with- 
drawal from Jordanian terri- 
tory to newlv-marked inter- 
national borders with the 
Kingdom. 

Under the peace treaty, 
Jordan and Israel are ex- 
pected to sign more than 20 
agreements related to various 
sectors. 

Progress have been made 
on working out several other 
agreements, including an 
accord on civil aviation and 
another on trade, but it was 
not immediately known when 
they would be finalised. 

Dr. Mulki, in comments to 
Jordan Television, noted that 
the peace treaty calls for 
three types of accords be- 
tween the two countries: 
those to be finalised in three 
months, six months and nine 
months after the ratification 
of the treaty. The civil avia- 
tion and trade accords belong 
to the six-month group of 
agreements. 

His Majesty King Hussein 

and Israeli Prime Minister 

Yitzhak Rabin exchanged the 
documents of ratificateion of 
the treaty on Nov. 10. thus 
setting Feb. 10 as the dead- 
line for the accords that have 
a three-month preparation 
period. 

“We will now focus on 
speeding up action on the 
agreements that have to be 
finalised in six months" after 
the ratification of the treaty. 
Dr. Mulki said. 


PNA police arrest dozens in 
Gaza; Arafat vows sweep 


GAZA (Agencies) — 
Palestinian police on Tuesday 
rounded up activists . of a 
hardline group that has 
claimed responsibility for 
shooting dead an Israeli 
security guard in the Gaza 
Strip. ’ Palestinian security 
official said. 

Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) Chairman 
Yasser Arafat vowed iq fight 
fanatic and extremist 
forces." 

Security officials in 'Gaza 
said Palestine National Au- 
thority (PNA) police round- 
ed up at least 45 supporters of 
the Democratic Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine 
(DFLP). 

The Syria-based DFLP. led 
by Naye’f Hawatmeh. claimed 
responsibility in Damascus 
for Monday's shooting of the 
guard in a convoy delivering 
petrol to Gaza. 

Police also arrested "a 
number" of Islamic Resisi- 

(Continued on page 7) 


Israel to let hardliners 
to run in self-rule polls 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Israel 
signalled for the first time 
that groups hostile to the 
peace process would be 
allowed to take part in 
Palestinian elections as nego- 
tiators began a new round of 
autonomy talks in the Egyp- 
tian capital. 

Yoel Singer, head of the 
Israeli delegation, said the 
negotiators were rackling all 
aspects of the long-delayed 
Palestinian self-rule elec- 
tions. 

“The two sides are com- 
mitted to free and democratic 
elections which means giving 
a pulpit for opponents to 
speak out,” said Mr. Singer, 
who played a leading role in 
drafting the 1993 autonomy 
accords with the Palestinians. 

Rules on candidates from 
groups which call for the des- 


truction of Israel and the 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity should be as open as 
possible, he added. 

According to Israel radio. 
Israel wants Hamas to con- 
test the elections to an auton- 
omy council. 

The election plan has hit 
several major obstacles, in- 
cluding Israel’s reluctance to 
redeploy its troops on the 
West Bank. 

“We should make an in- 
cremental progress every 
rime we meet, including to- 
day," Mr. Singer said before 
meeting his Palestinian coun- 
terpart Saeb Erekat. 

He said the two sides 
would begin drafting an 
agreement on organising the 
elections, starting with the 
“easiest parts.” 


TABA (Agencies) — U.S. 
Commerce Secretary Ron 
Brown began unprecedented 
talks here Tuesday with 
Arabs and Israelis on boost- 
ing trade and investment in 
the Middle East. 

Mr. Brown, who was 
accompanied by eight L'.S. 
corporate chiefi>, was meeting 
his counterparts from Egypt, 
Jordan, Israel and the 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity (PNA). 

"These talks are aimed at 
boosting private investment 
in the various countries in- 
volved in the Middle East 
peace process, particularly in 
tourism and infrastructure." 
said Rick Roberts, a spokes- 
man from the U.S. embassy 
in Cairo. 

Mr. Brown is expected in 
Aqaba early Wednesday for a 
brief visit during which he is 
scheduled to meet with sever- 
al ministers. 

Mr. Brown came to the 
(Continued on page 7) 
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Ui. Commerce Secretary Ronald Brown (cen- 
tre). Israeli Industry and Trade Minister 
Micha Harish (second right), Jordanian Trade 
Minister Ali Abu! Ragheb (right), his Egyptian 


counterpart Mahmoud Mohammad Mahmud 
(left) and Palestinian Planning and Coopera- 
tion Minister NabH Shaath, pose for photo- 
graphers in Tabs (AFP photo) 


5 police officers killed, 
9 injured in accident 


By Rana Hussein! 
Special to the Jordan Times 

.AMMAN — Five police 
officials were killed and 
nine more were injured on 
Tuesday in one of Jordan's 
worst accidents this year at 
the Irbid-Mafraq road near 
Muthalath Al Wakir, Civil 
Defence Department 
(CDD) and police reports 
said. 

The 7:40 a.m. accident 
involved a military bus that 
was carrying police officials 
heading to their jobs from 
Irbid to Maffaq and a trail- 
er carrying cement. 

An Irbid police official 
said that the cause of the 
accident was still unknown. 

He told the Jordan Times 
that the bus and the trailer 
met head-on on a two-lane 
road that is not divided by 
an island, which resulted in 
the high casualties. 

“Engineers from Am- 
man have arrived to in- 
vestigate the accident and 
will determine the cause of 
the accident late tonight or 
early tomorrow," the offi- 
cial said. 

The deceased were iden- 
tified by the CDD as 
Second Lieutenant Abdul- 
lah Mohammad Fandi, 
Corpora] Hussein Qodier 
Hamid, and sergeants Gha- 
dib Ibrahim Mahmoud, 
ThiefaJIah Mohammad Al 
Shboul and Mahmoud Ali 
hhbeit. 


Sever, of the injured 
were taken :o Prince 
Rashed Hospital. All seven 
suffered from bruises and 
fractures and were listed in 
fair to good condition. 
Another two were taken to 
Princess Basma Hospital, 
the driver of the trailer, 
and private first class 
Taghrid Mahmoud Abu 
Sarhan. 

The trailer driver, 
Mohammad Hamidi, a Sy- 
rian national, suffered from 
cuts in the head and was 
listed in critical condition. 

It was the fifth reported 
accident involving public 
and private buses in the 
Kingdom this year. 

Last year's road acci- 
dents claimed the lives of 
443 people and left 12.516 
people injured, according 
to traffic deparment statis- 
tics. 

On Jan. 11, His Majesty 
King Hussein called for ur- 
gent action to end chaos on 
the Kingdom’s roads. 

The King stressed that 
solving the traffic problems 
would be one of the main 
priorities of the govern- 
ment's programme. 

The traffic department, 
in cooperation with the 
Ministry of Interior and the 
legislative bureau at the 
Prime Ministry, have pre- 
sented a draft traffic law to 
amend some of the existing 
traffic laws. 


■Jordan’s ambassador 
heads for Riyadh today 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan's new- 
ly appointed ambassador to 
Saudi Arabia, Hani Kha- 
lifeh, leaves to Riyadh to- 
day (Wednesday) to assume 
office and fill the post left 
vacant for the past four 
years as a result of Saudi 
Jordanian differences over 
the 1990-91- Gulf crisis. 

* Mr. Khalifeh succeeds 
Nasser Batayneh, who re- 
turned home in 1991 after 
the Gulf war over Kuwait. 
Saudi Arabia, which recal- 
led its ambassador from 
Amman in late 1990, has 
not filled that post yet, but 
officials say they expect a 
move from Riyadh in this 
direction soon. 

The Saudi Arabian 
embassy in Amman has 
been headed at charge d’af- 
faires level since the ambas- 
sador was recalled. The 
Riyadh government also re- 
duced the Jordanian di- 
plomatic presence in Saudi 
Arabia. 

Saudi Arabia declined to 
approve Jordan's nomina- 
tion of a successfor until 
late last year. It approved 
Mr. Khalifeh's nomination 
in September as Jordan’s 
efforts to clear the Arab 
atmosphere and improve 
relations started to show 
positive results. 

Mr. Khalifeh, in com- 
ments carried by the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, indi- 


cated that his priority was 
to consolidate Jordan ian- 
Saudi relations. 

“I am very pleased to 
take up the post, which 
remained vacant for the 
past four years,’ Mr. Kha- 
lifeh was quoted as saying 
by Petra. “I am looking 
forward to working towards 
strengthening the brotherly 
relations between the two 
countries and consolidating 
cooperation in the services 
of the Arab Nation." 

Mr. Khalifa, who served 
as Jordan’s ambassador to 
Canada prior to his 
appointment to Riyadh, 
reaffirmed the JCingdom’s 
keen interest to unify Arab 
ranks and “mobilise Arab 
potential to confront the 
challenges facing the 
(Arab) nation." 

The ambassador 
expressed confidence that 
the Saudi Arabian govern- 
ment was also keen to help 
him perform his mission 
and strengthen Jordanian- 
Saudi relations. 

The Jordanian embassy 
in Kuwait remains closed. 
However, senior officials 
have said that it was only a 
matter of time before the 
mission was reopened. 

The officials point out 
that a segior Foreign Minis- 
try official visited Kuwait in 
August and met with senior 
Kuwaiti officials and in- 
spected the embassy pre- 

( Continued on page 7) 


‘25,000 civilians killed in Grozny’ 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — 
Some 25.000 civilians have 
been killed in Grozny since 
the stan of the Russian in- 
tervention in Chechenya on 
December II. a group of 
Russian expens and obser- 
vers reported Tuesday. 

The group, headed by Rus- 
sian President Boris Yeltsin's 
human rights adviser Sergei 
Kovalyov, based its figure on 
lists of names supplied by 
refugees from the capital, a 


group member, Russian par- 
liamentarian Yuli Rybakov, 
told the Russian news agency 
Interfax. 

The group also said it could 
provide the prosecutor- 
general with names of witnes- 
ses who knew where the 
bodies of Russian soldiers 
were buried and who could 
pinpoint places in the moun- 
tains where more dead sol- 
diers had been dumped from 
Russian helicopters. 


Mr. Rybakov said "Rus- 
sian troops, especially In- 
terior Ministry troops, “tool 
villages and kill those who 
utter the slightest protest." 

According to official fi- 
gures. more than 1,000 Rus- 
sian soldiers are listed dead 
or missing in the conflict. The 
same figures also claim that 
more than 5,000 Chechen 
fighters have been killed. 

Chechen estimates put the 
number of Russian dead in 


the tens of thousands. 

Russian forces continued 
to shell the Chechen capital 
Grozny on Tuesday but the 
bomardment was lighter than 
on previous days and one 
rebel said Chechen leaders 
were discussing whether to 
withdraw from the shattered 
city. 

Chechen commanders ack- 
nowledge they have no 
chance of holding out forever 
against the Russians. 


Majority of Jordanians favour some form of unity with Palestinians 




By Ayman Al Safadi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The majority of 
Jordanians favour some sort 
of unity between the King- 
dom and Palestine in the 
event of the emergence of a 
Palestinian entity in the occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza, 
according to a public opinion 
poll released Tuesday. 

The poll, conducted by the 
Strategic Studies Centre at 
the University of Jordan on 
three samples, said that 72.6 
per cent of die population 
support a sort of unity be- 
tween Jordan and a Palesti- 
nian entity, but the percen- 
tage varies sharply on the 
possible form of unity. 

There were also differ- 
ences in the amount of sup- 
port among the three samples 


of the poll: the national sam- 
ple, which covered 1,176 
Jordanians over the age of 19 
and was carried out between 
Aug. 30 and Sept. 6; the 
refugee camp sample, which 
surveyed 279 during the same 
period and die public opinion 
leaders sample, which co- 
vered 500 persons including 
former ministers, parlia- 
mentarians and heads of poli- 
tical parties and unions dur- 
ing the period between Oct. 
19 and Nov. 22. 

The poll found that 30.4 
per cent of Jordanians of East 
Bank origin in the national 
sample support merger with a 
Palestinian entity in the West 
Bank - and Gaza, compared 
with 37.8 per cent of Jorda- 
nians of Palestinian origin. 

This form of unity receives 
less support among the public 


opinion leaders of both East 
Bank and Palestinian origin. 
It is favoured by 26.5 per cent 
of Jordanians of East Bank 
origin and 32.8 per cent of 
Jordanians of Palestinian ori- 
gin. The support is highest in 
the refugee camp sample 
where it reaches 44.4 per 
cent. 

Unity in the form of fed- 
eration was favoured by 17 
percent of Jordanians of East 
Bank origin and 20.5 per cent 
of Jordanians of Palestinian 
origin in the national sample, 
while it received the support 
of 15 per cent of East Bank- 
ers and 21.1 pier cent of West 
Bankers in the opinion lead- 
ers sample. 

Confederation is favoured 
by 18.4 per cent of East 
Bankers and 20.7 per cent of 
West Bankers in the national 


sample. Nineteen per cent of 
East Bankers and 21.1 per 
cent of West Bankers in the 
opinion leader sample, which 
was chosen randomly, sup- 
port this form of unity. 

In the case of the refugee 
camp sample, the support 
was 11.8 per cent and 15.4 
per cent for confederation 
and federation respectively. 

"The majority of oppo- 
nents to unionist links (be- 
tween the Kingdom and a 
Palestinian entity) were of 
East Bank origin," the poll 
concluded. 

The poll revealed that the 
percentage of the people sur- 
veyed who said that there 
were obstacles to integration 
of Jordanians of Palestinian 
and East Bank origin ranged 
between 14.9 per cent and 
34.4 per cent in the national 


sample, 18.2 per cent to 49 
per cent in the opinion leader 
sample and 11.5 per cent to 
38.4 per cent in the camp 
sample. 

The belief in the existence 
of these obstacles was higher 
in the opinion leader sample 
and among Jordanians of 
East Bank origin. 

For example, the poll 
found out that 39.1 per cent 
of East Bankers in the 
national sample believe that 
there were differences in the 
strength of nationalistic feel- 
ing among both sectors of 
society compared to 30 per 
cent of West Bankers who 
acknowledged such a differ- 
ence. 

The percentage of East 
Bankers who believe in the 
existence of this difference in 
the opinion leader sample is 


61.3 per cent compared with 
40.5 per cent among West 
Bankers; 41.1 per cent of 
East Bankers in the national 
sample said there was a dif- 
ference in the degree of loyal- 
ty to the country between 
Jordanians of East Bank and 
West Bank origins, compared 
to 22.5 percent among Jorda- 
nians of Palestinian origin. 

The percentage rises in the 
sample of opinion leaders, 
reaching 59.3 per cent among 
East Bankers and 30 per cent 
among Jordanians of Palesti- 
nian origin. 

The percentage of people 
who believed in the existence 
of separating factors between 
East Bankers and West 
Bankers was lowest among 
refugee camp residents who 
appeared to report less differ- 
ences between the two seg- 


ments of society in almost all 
areas covered by the poll. 

Mustafah Hamarneh, 
director of the Strategic Stu- 
dies Centre, said the stronger 
belief among the public opin- 
ion leaders in the existence of 
obstacles to the integration of 
society could be attributed to 
either "a higher degree of 
awareness among them which 
leads to more critical posi- 
tions or to their vested in- 
terest in maintaining their 
socio-economic and political 
status." 

The poll said that 70.6 per 
cent Of the national sample, 
62.6 per cent of the opinion 
leaders sample and 74.2 per 
cent of the refugee camp 
sample believe that there are 
very limited obstacles that 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Bosnia aid fund troubles 
Turkey’s Islamic party 



ANKARA (AP) — The 
plight of Bosnian Muslims 
was embraced by Turkey’s 
Islamic fundamen talis t politi- 
cians as an issue well-suited 
to their anti- Western rhetor- 
ic. But it bas produced a 
scandal for their party. The 
Welfare Party is under inves- 
tigation for allegedly keeping 
about $39 million it raised 
from Turks to help Bosnia. 
And it is having a hard time 
providing an explanation. 

“Poor or rich, every Turk 
would have donated money 
for the Bosnian Muslims, and 
tile welfare used that to its 
advantage,” said Gencay 
Say Ian, an academic who stu- 
dies radical Islamic move- 
ments. 

The issue bas eroded the 
party's image less than a year 
after its stunning local elec- 
tion victories that included 
winning mayoral posts in the 
capita] of Ankara and in 
Istanbul, Turkey’s biggest 
dty. 

Questions about the 
money first arose last May, 
and events continue to tar the 
party. 

In December, a group of 
Welfare deputies attacked an 
opposition legislator with 
punches and lacks during a 
parliament session when be 
tried to raise the issue. The 
brawl was broadcast live on 
television. 

In a second incident, the 
party introduced a Bosnian 
Muslim, dad in a military 
uniform, as a colonel who 
acknowledged receiving the 
party's aid money. Reporters 
soon discovered the person 
was a Muslim priest in Bos- 
nia. 

“The media is just trying to 
create confusion. He also 
fights in the war,” Ognzhan 
Asilturk, the Welfare Party’s 
secretary-general, said in a 
statement. 

Critics have not let up. 

“They are in panic, be- 
cause they are guilty," said 
Hikmet Cetinkaya, a col- 
umnist for the moderate- 
leftist national newspaper 
Cumhuriyet (Republican). 

Turkish news reports have 
detailed allegations of a 
money trail that bypassed 
Bosnia. 

The aid money — raised at 


large rallies around the coun- 
try — was reportedly first 
sent to a relief group set up 
by Welfare in Germany. It 
was then transferred to a 
party member named Suley- 
man Mercumek in Istanbul. 
Welfare allegedly used the 
money for its election cam- 
paigns last March. 

When the reports first sur- 
faced last May, high-level 
party officials said they knew 
no one named Suleyman 
Mercumek. Shortly after- 
wards, they admitted that 
Mercumek was the party’s 
bookkeeper. 

A parliamentary commit- 
tee is now looking into the 
allegations. Welfare has sus- 
pended fundraising for the 
Bosnian Muslims. 

Mr. Asilturic has said Wel- 
fare did not use the Red 
Cross or U.N. channels to 
send money to Bosnia be- 
cause they would share the 
donations with Bosnian Serbs 
and Croats. 

The Welfare Party rose to 
prominence by campaigning 
with promises to tackle such 
financial troubles as the high 
inflation that has eroded 
buying power and worsened 
poverty. 

Welfare also benefited 
from corruption scandals 
tainting the mainstream secu- 
lar parties. The aid scandal 
has undercut Welfare’s por- 
trayal as a dean alternative, 
but some experts think the ; 
issue will not severely dam- j 
age its repotation among : 
hard-core followers — rural 
villagers and the urban poor. 

“It is not possible to link 
their election success with the 
Bosnian money. The domes- 
tic problems served to their 
advantage,” Mr. Saylan said. 

The Welfare Party also has 
created a network of charities 
and businesses and estab- 
lished social and health ser- 
vices in slum areas. 

Mr. Saylan said the party's 
popularity will remain high as 
long as the country’s prob- 
lems persist. 

“Welfare would be better 
off without the Bosnia scan- 
dal. But they have a strong 
propoganda ' network 
throughout the country with 
almost all the 70,000 mosques 
preaching their cause.” he 
said. 



PRINCE ABDULLAH HOSTS IFTAR: His Royal Highness 
Prince Abdullah Ben AJ Hussein, president of the Jordan 
Football Association, Tuesday hosted an iftar at the Hussein 
Youth City in honour of Wihdat. Faisali and Hussein (Irbid) 


soccer teams. The iftar was attended by Minister of Youth 
A wad KhteHat, Greater Amman Mayor Mamdooh A1 
Abbadi, beads of the three dobs, and sports figures (Petra 
photo) 


Embargo-hit Iraqis have meagre Ramadan fare 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — While 
Muslims elsewhere feast after 
sundown at the traditional 
iftar meal during the Holy 
Month of Ramadan , most 
Iraqis are reduced to a 
meagre diet of vegetable 
soup, a few dates and, for die 
lucky ones, a cup of tea. 

“To be honest, we have 
been fasting for more than 
four years due to the embar- 
go" imposed on Iraq after its 
August 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait, said Mahrus 
Mohammad, 45, a civil ser- 
vant with 20 years' service 
behind him. 

“This time the fast is even 
harder to keep because of the 
greed of our merchants,” 
added Mohammad, who has 
to feed five in his family. 

“Our iftar meal consists of 
soup without meat, a few 
zahdi (the cheapest Iraqi 
dates) and a cup of tea if we 
happen to have any sugar." 

Before the 1990 invasion 
Iraqis, like most of the faith- 
ful in. Muslim countries, 
made it jtheir duty to cele- 
brate 'iftar with a sumptuous 


feast lasting until suhur, the 
last meal before sunrise. 

Umm Ali, a housewife, 
said her family bad given up 
fasting. 

“What we eat is not even 
the minimum necessary," she 
complained. 

An Iraqi doctor said the 
iftar food consumed by most 
Iraqis “does not provide 
sufficient calories for the 
fast," which lasts from sun- 
rise to sundown. 

In October the government 
almost halved the monthly 
rations of four basic food- 
stuffs — flour, rice, sugar and 
oil. 

The prices of virtually all 
foodstuffs have skyrocketed 
since the be ginning of Rama- 
dan a week ago. 

A kilogramme of beef oosts 
between 1,100 and 1,250 (fi- 
nals. while chicken costs be- 
tween 970 and 1,000. 

The prices of sugar, rice 
and flour have risen by up to 
30 per cent, as have those of 
fruit and vegetables. 

The average monthly sal- 


ary of dvil servants ranges 
from 3,000 to 5,000 dinar s — 
S4.2 to $7.7, according to the 
exchange rate on the parallel 
market. 

Before the embargo one 
dinar was worth 3.2 dollars. 

Iraqi newspapers have con- 
demned the price rises with- 
out effect, attacking mer- 
chants as “gangs of parasites 
who are profiting at the ex- 
pense of the people." 

They have urged the au- 
thorities to adopt “measures 
to dissuade those who are 
waging an economic war 
against the people." 

Latif Abu Ali, another civil 
servant, said meat was “a 
rare commodity, increasingly 
priced beyond our means." 

He said his iftar meal con- 
sisted only of “a plate of rice, 
a few potatoes and dates." 

Mosques, which previously 
served as refuges for foe 
needy, no longer provide a 
free iftar service, despite a 
growing demand. 

In a bid to combat specula- 
tors, the ruling Baath party 
has set up big markets in 


Baghdad where food is sold 
at reasonable prices. 

Meanwhile, Iraqi house- 
wives are becoming more re- 
sourceful in their battle 
against hardship. Many use 
b ee troot instead of tomatoes 
for the traditional Ramadan 
soup, date syrup instead of 
sugar and bake their own 
bread. 

The authorities have re- 
ported cases of rickets and 
stunted growth among chil- 
dren because of severe milk 
shortages. 

A Trade Ministry spokes- 
man said Iraq imported 300 
million dollars’ worth of milk 
annually for children before 
U.N. sanctions were im- 
posed, and foe country now 
lacked 40 per cent of its 
needs. 

The U.N. embargo does 
not ban food and medicine 
but Iraq says it cannot afford 
to import enough for its 
needs as it is deprived of 
revenue from oil exports, 

which made up more than 90 

per cent of its total income 
before 1990. 


Israelis , Palestinians on collision course over Holy City 


By Karin Laub 

The Associated Press 
OCCUPIED JERU- 
SALEM — When Ibrahim 
Abu Teir looks from his 
■window at the green, ter- 
raced hillside fanned by his 
family for generations, he 
feds anger, not pride. 

Soon bulldozers will 
plough the land to build 
Har Homa. an Israelis-only 
neighbourhood of 6,500 
apartments in the Palesti- 
nian part of Jerusalem, site 
of their future capital. 

“Peace is an empty word. 
This means a continuation 
of war with tbe Jews," said Mr. 
Abu Teir, 65, a craggy- 
faced Palestinian former. 

Har Homa is part of 
Israel's large-scale building 
programme under which 
more than 65,000 apart- 
ments have been built or 
approved for construction 
on land seized from foe 
Arabs in the 1967 Mideast 
war. 

Palestinians see the 
building as an attempt by 
Israel to cement claims to 
ail of Jerusalem before 
negotiations on the city’s 
final status begin next year. 

Faisal Husseini. a senior 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) official in 
Jerusalem. last week 
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warned of a “new uprising” 
if Israel did not stop foe 
construction and show a 
readiness for compromise. 

But even liberal Israelis 
are hawks on Jerusalem. 

“The struggle for Jeru- 
salem has to be foremost in 
our minds,” Deputy Fore- 
ign Minister Yossi Beilin, a 
key negotiator of the Israel- 
PLO autonomy accord, said 
recently. "We need to con- 
tinue building massively in- 
side Jerusalem, even in foe 
face of the whole world 
which doesn’t like this.” 

Most foreign govern- 
ments do not recognise 
Israel's “annexation" of 
Arab East Jerusalem. 

Palestinian intellectual 
Sari Nusseibeh said the 
Israelis are deluding them- 
selves if they think they can 
keep Jerusalem and still 
make peace. 

“If we can’t divide things 
up between us, we are going 
to end up haring the two 
peoples at each other's 
throats," Dr. Nusseibeh 
said. 

The heart of foe dispute 
is East Jerusalem, which 
Israel seized in 1967. 

Among foe war spoils 
were sacred shrines of Juda- 
ism, Islam and Christianity 
in the walled Old City. Jews 
pray at the western wall. 
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which Jews believe is the 
last remnant of an ancient 
Jewish temple. The A1 
Aqsa Mosque complex is 
revered by Muslims as the 
site of the Prophet Moham- 
mad's ascension. Christians 
pray at the Church of the 
Holy Sepulcher, where 
tradition says Jesus was 
buried. 

For foe Palestinians. East 
Jerusalem is the religious, 
economic and political hub. 
They want to establish their 
future capital. A1 Quds, 
there. 

Since taking control of 
foe Gaza Strip and the Wes: 
Bank town of Jericho. PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat 
has repeatedly promised 
the Palestinians that one 
day titer flags would fly- 
over the Old City. 

But many Israelis refer to 
Jerusalem as foe heart and 
soul of the Jewish people. 

In his speeches. Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
sometimes refers to his ex- 
periences as a 26-year-old 
brigade commander when 
be fought to keep open the 
main road to the city during 
the 1948 war. 

After the 1967 war, Jeru- 
salem had a population of 
266300. with about 199,000 
Jews on the western side 
and 67.000 Palestinians on 


the eastern side. 

Today, the city has 

405.000 Jewish and 155,000 
Arab residents. The Israelis 
have built so heavily in foe 
eastern sector that Jews 
now outnumber Arabs 
there, by 160.000 to 
155.000. 

A ring of Jewish suburbs 
cuts off East Jerusalem 
from its West Bank hinter- 
land. Since 1967. some 
65.700 apartments have 
been built or are planned in 
the suburbs, said Sarah 
Kaminker. a former city 
council member. 

At the same time, build- 
ing for Arabs has been res- 
tricted so that the Arab 
population would not rise 
above 23 per cent of the city 
total." Ms. Kaminker said". 
Ali Israeli governments 
have backed such construc- 
tion-policy in Jerusalem. 

Tne Rabin government, 
the most liberal in Israel's 
history. h2s also been for- 
tifying a second line 

Mr. Rabin has approved 
more than 3.000 new homes 
in fores such settlements 
that already n2ve some 

40.000 residents. 

Israel apparently is 
gambling that Mr. Arafat, 
who has staked his political 
future on Deace with Israel. 


will not pull out of the 
negotiations because of 
Jerusalem. 

Israeli officials argue that 
while Mr. Rabin pledged to 
curb construction in most 
West Bank settlements. 
East Jerusalem was not part 
of the deal. 

Bur Palestinians say 
Israel promised not to 
change foe status quo in 
Jerusalem until talks on foe 
city’s future begin, likely- 
next year. 

The Palestinians have 
also begun to put some 
markers on the map. The 
campaign is led by Mr. Hus- 
seini. minister for Jeru- 
salem affairs in Mr. Ara- 
fat's government. 

At Orient House, the 
PLO's de facto foreign 
ministry in East Jerusalem, 
Mr. Husseini frequently re- 
ceives foreign dignitaries. 
Israel complains the visits 
violate the autonomy 
accord and has at times set 
up police barriers to moni- 
tor comings and goings. 

Mr. Husseini has also re- 
portedly won a pledge of 
$30 million from Saudi Ara- 
bia to help the PLO build a 
government infrastructure 
in Jerusalem and to build 
some bousing. 

A persistent place of ten- 
sion will likelv be the Har 


Homa site. The neighbour- 
hood on the southeastern 
edge of foe dty will lie 
between the West Bank 
town of Bdt Sahour and the 
village of Umm Tuba in the 
dty limits. 

Ms. Kaminker said two- 
thirds of foe land was ex- 
propriated from Jews who 
bought it from Arabs after 
1967, and one-third was 
taken from Palestinians. 
She said Palestinians will 
not be able to buy apart- 
ments in Har Homa. 

Mr. Abu Teir, the village 
elder of Umm Tuba, said he 
lost seven acres on which he 
and his six brothers grow | 
olive, almond and pine ! 
trees. 

Showing a handwritten 
land deed in Arabic dating 
back to Ottoman times, Mr. 
Abu Teir said he refused 
money for foe land. He did 
not say why. but in the past 
Arabs selling land to Jews 
have been targeted by 
Palestinian activists as col- 
laborators. 

Mr. Abu Teir is now left 
with half an acre to graze 
200 sheep. He said he and 
hra 13 children felt cor- 
nered: 'The Jews are swal- 
lowing us. They say they 
want coexistence and 
peace. But where should I 
live if they take mv land?" 
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NEWS IN BRlEf 

3 Kuwaiti women return from Iraqi! 

KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — The International Commit^ 
the Red Cross has repatriated three Kuwaiti womeaLwj 
have been living in Iraq since 1990, an ICRC official-^ 
AFP Tuesday. ICRC Deputy regional Delegate 
Claude Rjsse said foe women crossed the border be twee 
Iraq and Kuwait late Monday under Red Cross auspice 
“These women are not among tbe list of the prisonwsl 
war ... they went to Iraq freely and had expressed ^ 
desire to join their relatives in Kuwait,” foe official adds 
He refused to name foe women, saying that they were age 
15. 28 and 29. "We contacted both the Kuwaiti and l^ 
authorities to inform them... and both accepted, 7 ^ 
added. Around 5,900 Kuwaitis, who were not regarded 
prisoners of war, have returned from Iraq since foe end^ 
the occupation in 1991. , : 3 

Musa heads for Japan to prepare Mubarak yujj 

CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt’s Foreign Minister Amr Muscle 
for Japan on Tuesday to prepare a visit by President Hoa 
Mubarak in March and discuss plans to boost cooperafioi 
Mr. Musa, who was to travel to foe United State 
Germany, France and Italy, said his talks would a 
economic, scientific and technological cooperation as 
as investments and tourism. Japan's exports to Egypt 
1993 were worth $743 million, compared to $101 million 
Egyptian imports. In Washington, Mr. Musa is to take 
in an Arab-Israeli foreign ministers meeting with 1 
Secretary of State Warren Christopher whose country isfogj 
chief sponsor of the peace process. 

Israel denies residency for Safieh £ 

LONDON (AFP) — Israel has refused to issue a residenc 
permit to a London-based Palestinian diplomat 
wanted to return to Jerusalem, his birthplace. Palesti: 
sources said Monday. According to a statement from tiie^ 
Palestinian delegation in London Afif Safieh, its head, hits' 
been told by the Israeli interior ministry that a request 
had submitted under foe procedure for reuniting fam 
has been turned down. Mr. Safieh was studying abr 
when Israel occupied Jerusalem in 1967. Now married to 
Belgian wife and father of two daughters he could on 
return to the place of his birth after foe signing of the peace 
agreement between Israel and the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation in Oslo in September 1993. Since then he has 
been back four times but only as “a Belgian tourist fop- 
short duration" in foe words of the statement. 

Israeli police question minister in fraud probe 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Police have questioned Israeli; 
Energy Minister Gonen Segev over allegations that he was 
paid for fradulent medical certificates, the authorities said 
Tuesday. Dr. Segev, a physician, is suspected of providnjg' 
the documents to enable Holocaust survivors to win bigger 
compensation from Germany. He spent three hourept 
police headquarters on Monday night. Dr. Segev las a 


police headquarters on Monday night. Dr. Segev leda 
breakaway faction from the hard-right Tsomet party sbd 
joined the government of Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabiifas 
a minister last month. As police began inquiries into % 
Segev, the corruption trials of two former senior officials 
went ahead. Former Interior Minister and ultra-orthodox 
Rabbi Aiyeh Deri is in court on charges of diverting - 
hundreds of thousands of dollars of public money while 
Simcha Dinitz, head of the para-governmental Jewish 
Agency, allegedly charged personal expenses to the agen- 

cy- .... - -I-.-. 

Gazan wins $2m m lottery, but cannot collect 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — A Palestinian from 
the Gaza Strip has won S2 million on Israel's national 
lottery, but cannot collect the money because of the anny's 
closure of the territory. A lottery spokesman said foe man 
telephoned to explain why he failed to show up in Tel Aviv 
after picking the winning number in his first attempt. He 
played foe game just days before Israel sealed off foe Gaza 
Strip and West Bank following a suicide bombing killing 21 - 
people near Netanya on Jan. 22. But the Gazan, who was 
not named, has six months in which to fetch foe cheque. 

Tugboat missing in northern Gulf \ 

DUBAI (R) — A Tugboat hauling a war-damaged vessel ' 
from Iraq to Dubai has gone missing in the Gulf with five 
crewmen, its owner said on Tuesday. Salem Mubarak, : 
managing director of Dubai-based Mubarak Shipping 
Compound said he last heard from foe tug Shaiboub after it 
left the Shatt Al Arab waterway towing a cargo ship 
stranded there since the 1980-88 Iran-Iraq war. “It has 
been missing since foe 28rh of January. It is very unusual- , 
We have been trying to contact it by radio,” he told 
Reuters. “It had just been cleared from the Shatt Al Arab, 
and was supposed to be proceeding five days under tow to ; 
Dubai." Mr. Mubarak said he concluded a deal in!: 
December to pay $400,000 to foe Basra-based Gulf/ 
Shipping Co. and the Greek owners for the 18. 000- tonne 
deadweight vessel, to be sold as scrap. “It was under legaT* 
arrest in Basra since the Iran-Iraq war for holding d am aged • 
cargo," he said “The Iraqis were holding it as claim against 
the cargo and dues.” 

Dozens arrested in Iranian corruption j 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Authorities in northwestern Iran have£ 
launched a campaign against financial corruption, arresting^ 
dozens of people, a newspaper reported Tuesday. The: 
daily Iran, quoting an intelligence official in West Azerbai^/ 
jan province, said several transport ministry employees had- 
been arrested in the province for accepting 500 million riais^ 
(around $190,000) of bribes. Several directors of a stato. - 
ho using cooperative had also been arrested for receiving-’ 
240 million rials ($90,000) in bribes, he said. The official 
added that a customs official in the province and 10 others ; 
had “confessed" to forging documents worth 1.2 billirifl! 
nals ($500,000). The vice-president of a real-estate regS 
istrar office and four others had been arrested in tixg 

fSZPS&l of 0rumieh for embezzling 200 million rieg 
(375,000), he said. ' ■ *! 
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MARKET PRICES^ 

Uppcp'hwer price in IBs per 
Apple 


Apple 

Banana 

Banyru (Mukummar) 

Cabbage 

Carrot 

Cauliflower 

Cucumbers (large) .... 
Cucumbers (small) .... 

Eggplant 

Guriic 

Grape Frail 

Lemon 

Marrow- (large) ..... 

Marrow (small) 

Onion (green) 

Onion (dry) 

Orange 

Pepper (hot) 

Pepper (sweet) 

Pqww 

Radish ..... 

Spinach .... 
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Tomato 
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' en '’etur nf ^\ t0 produce in October 

?a:nai2 i? lern ati<w, By a Jordan Times ^ ? emand - 

'ia Sin« ,l hr ^ K.S! Cflfc. fifoi Dcmnrtar J . 0rdan s sports of iron 


3Panto *xpected to start delivery 

P e PareBUyL 3 Dd installation by April- 

7rVm^ Sn ^‘“Bter a ' The plant is scheduled to 


e -vre h. jan wuiyauj nuiui oigucu 

0 m Iraq S in‘ rt fe-i contract to supply the 
nc * titrate 111 and equipment was 


Staff Reporter JfK’JSXSS 

- "■ jordan 

r- • u nder o he .Jteel Company, a private fittings for construction was 
V;.^° r 'S the i: **? CnJ^tecwr “W* ex P««s to not immediately known. 

- r ««iv s nd ' s 0f l| ie production of iron According to the com- 

^• : *«s;n k Uw . uad ej ^Ji t 3 ioducts for the construe pany offidaJs, the Jordan 

uc «en. savii: .*<£!**■ bufidmg industry § teel Company would also 

*• bo?'h ru ! ^ ai ihev*** k a < ^ ct ?j? er c 9 m ~ focus on export markets in 

' . .' nsr n . . . a d ” e Kuiv ^ \ sany officials said Tuesday. neighbouring countries, in- 

^aiir. H ajS : The officials said an Ita- eluding Syria, the West 

- r-j^-ed frn'm 'i Cre ncnT^ ian oompany which signed Bank and Gaza Strip, 

m fra q sinL*^ co ntra « t0 .««PP*y the Saudi Arabia and Iraq. 

- flfcj.jiant and equipment was The company has a paid- 
3pan to Dron^ jxpected to start delivery up capital 0 f JD 16 million 

sparely, and installation by April- held by 16,000 sharebol- 

:*t: ■■ ?.-, rtf]c . , . ^(.vUy. . dere. The company officials 

7r«n a ,/" V1 ' ni stcr Am . The plsrnt is scheduled tt> no single shareholder 
;c , Vli ‘i bv pj^JVbe fully mstalled by July, owned more than 10 per 

i , n " t0 Wr^and experimental produc- cent of the equity. 

~' c . the riJr^tion will start in August, Market analysts noted 
r.c '? w h '* talke d 11 ! con» mereial .produc- that the emergence of the 
° 5 ’^l cr JUDer >.don slated to start in Octo- company, which was set up 
“?? an s exp 0n , ra,l °t>: ber. in March 1993, comes at a 

\V -- i'-v- ' ■ ' , ' ,rT, P ar ed u, Htr The plant will have an time when the scope for the 

.-7. \i r ^ nuf installed production capac- construction industry in 

'*'-V~7' n,>:er ' 5 meetin , ° l <‘ it y of MM 00 tonnes P* 1- Jordan as well as the 
. r:r!s topher who* year, but the company aims Palestinian territories had 
" rt '~- s » Ccq %, at producing 120,000 ton- increased considerably fol- 

jcJenru a. nes o*o a al said. lowing the breakthroughs 

r 'Or Safiflj. The firm will eventually hi the Middle East peace 
™ raise production to nearly process. 

r’-1+i.r . . t0 issue a, f. 300.000 tonnes per year Plans drawn up by the 

u. cv ' lnian dipU^'with additional machinery Jordanian government and 
a ' Din MaceV^ and equipment. expected to be im- 

— ^ ' L ' a ttaieniemL The facilities will be the plemented in the course of 

•• ' 1 ^fieh.nji? 7 first of its kind and will go a next few years include a 

V»,„ thai a .Z: : long way in meeting local large construction projea. 

w ^ r ' ; for reunirlr demands for iron fOT con- It is also estimated that 



produc- 


”. w ’"'option slated to start in Octo- 

*^ns exZr^iber. 

' t,>mpar «d The plant will have an 

Mr. 51l Jliui installed production capao- 
n ; ,n,! ' : ' : rs me« IM ° l <‘* t y of 180 ’ 000 tonnes per 
• - ^ - nristopher uh? Un ^ *nj year* but the company aims 
s.»;c it producing 120,000 ton- 

r esiden#Mr« A . nes the offidal **><*■ 

c j 'Or Safipi The firm will eventually 
“ raise production to nearly 
pVi U . . t(l Issue a «. 300 ,000 tonnes per year 
..p. . . " “ ,ex * ,n «n dinir* witi» additional machinery 

«T no h ’; ■ and equipment. 

— • n? -u 3 uatemaAf The facilities will be the 


AID FOR EDUCATION: The European said that pan of the grant will be used to 
Union (EU) and the Jordanian govern- offer scholarships to promising students 
ment Tuesday signed an agreement and to cover the cost of related consul tan* 
whereby EU will grant the Kingdom 3.9 cy services. Mr. Gazzo said that the 
million European currency units (ECUs) project will be undertaken by the edoca- 
(nearly JD 3.1 million) to help finance a tional faculties of the universities of Jor- 
project for the development of education- dan, Yarmook, Muta and Zarqa, in 
al faculties in Jordanian universities. Yves addition to the National Centre for Edu- 
Gazzo, the EU representative in Amman rational Development and Research over 
who signed the accord with Minister of the coming four years. The EU official 
P lanning Rima Khalaf Huneidi, said that said that the grant was part of a 5.5 
the project aims at improving the training million ECUs assigned by the EU to the 
courses for teachers employed at the Jordanian government to help it carry out 
compulsory school levels with a view to development schemes, 
improving the quality of education. He 
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.V,. thai a .Z: : long m meetin S 1 00211 large construction projea. 
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; Nar,eh studvwf . strucrion which is now the West Bank and Gaza 

being imported. The out- Strip would absorb several 
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stion RSCN to attend conference on Money allocated for 
^ky^-S^ndnngered animal species northern badia hosp 

' _ . auihonfa. MAFRAO < Petra) — Mafraq JD 7i.M3.OOU for the be 


mf 

northern badia hospital 


• ^ .u -''J'ptciedof^AMMAN (J.T.) — The 

ur,|V '^ to Royal Society for the Con- 
‘• pcr »' three k^'servation of Nature (RSCN) 
I Dr Sc»tis taking part in an mterna- 

I- Twma^j. tional conference on re- 

■ ~~ • Yiohsiti introduction of endangered. 


pants on the measures 
undertaken by the RSCN to 
stale the Arabian oryx and 
other species in their natural 
habitat, according to the 
statement. 

It said that the conference 
was expeaed to tackle ways 
to help concerned nations to 


f ' —• -bnisicrYiduliiij. introduction of endangered, statement, 
r- .-.v ■'.-fj.r, inquine-ir; f® 16 animals into their natu- It said that the conference 
-eniRif ral habitat, which is due to was expeaed to tackle ways 
. V- -nduliraflE open * n die Italian city of to help concerned nations to 
- :harse> . jf * .bologna Wednesday. increase the numbers of 

•• a:- public mow*:"'’ Anrnad Shaalan, in charge animals from endangered 

• • - i-.-aiy.-rnnK^'J of the Arabian oryx herd at species and to review a num- 

r Jordan's Shaumari Wildlife 'ber of cases where certain 
■ Reserve, will outline Jordan’s species became extina as a 
experiment in wildlife re- result of neglect and lack of 


*1 - • ~ > *n Im» ! .®l The three-day conference and lack of precautionary 
~ ■■'■fcau^sBar- will be attended by repre- measures taken upon releas- 

sentatives of various world mg the animals in their natu- 
- . • . • -.h-'V uomi5 ; organisations concerned with ral habitat in order to protea 

. , t'mi iTdiF. the conservations of nature their lives. 

.ejleddkt and the rare animals habitat The RSCN currently oper- 
; h'ntofc from Italy, the United States, ates five wildlife reserves: 

. 1 ;h ; Gcji.* iheUnited Kingdom. France, Azraq Wetland Reserve, 

Kenya as well as Jordan. Shaumari Wildlife Reserve, 
Mr. Shaalan, who left for which was established in 1975 


in in northern Gil# amference Tuesday is 
a 1 expeaed to brief the paroa- 
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Shaumari Wildlife Reserve, 
which was established in 1975 
and has 150 beads of Arabian 
Oryx, Wadi Mujib Reserve, 


Zubiya Reserve, where fal- 
low deer were reintroduced 
and Dana Wildlife Reserve, 
near Tafileh. 

Meanwhile, an RSCN offi- 
cial said Tuesday that the 
society was currently benefit- 
ing from a United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation (UN- 
ESCO) grant which is financ- 
ing a survey on Burqu’ area 
to study prospects for creat- 
ing an additional reserve. 

Burqu.. .which. lies dose, to 

the borders with Syria, 
bouses an ancient Roman 
castle and water springs and 
pools. 

The survey is to determine 
the suitability of the area to 
be declared as the first “bios- 
phere reserve” in Jordan. 

A team consisting of re- 
searchers from RSCN. the 
University of Jordan and the 
Environment Department is 
at work on the survey in the 
Burqu’ area. 


MAFRAO ( Petra) — Mafraq 
Governor Qaftan Majuli said 
in a statement Tuesday that 
the Health Ministry has allo- 
cated JD 20(MXX) for the ini- 
tial stage of a hospital to he 
constructed in the non hern 
Badia district this year. 

The health Ministry is still 
to locate the site "for the 
hospital which will benefit 
the area's 90.000 inhabitants, 
according to Mr. Majali. 

The non hem Badia district 
accounts for 80 per cent of 
the total area of the Mafraq 
Govemorate and its popula- 
tion accounts for 55 per cent 
of the govemorate's inhabi- 
tants. according to the gov- 
ernor. 

In addition to the pro- 
jected hospital, he said, the 
Health Ministry will this year 
set up a comprehensive 
health centre at Rweished 
and another at Mansoura at 
the total cost of JD 25U.IXXI 
and primary health centres at 
Sarhan. Baeyj. Umm A I Sirb 
and Al Kum. at the cost of 


Jordan University students threaten strike 
over ‘grade’ amendment procrastination 


By Raua Hussemi 

Special to the Jordan Times 


V.J «: ~;\ lld>S un*^! AMMAN — The Students 
■V" ' ..'nJuded * *■ Union at the University of 
.. Jordan Tuesday announced 

_ »r ;h£ that the students will 

- - • |; was u** ,k boycott classes at the end 

. ; ' ' \ - • >r holdup of next week and accused 
" ri .. ^ asdsjB* the university administra- 
" " T tion of delaying the issue of 

,l. amending the 60 per cent 

• ■- U"«iflnC 0 rrUP grade regulation. 

2 i * * HC"* a nilr» ! The Students Union is 
— ^ demanding a change of the 

P" (xm Sra de regula- 

. .. ^ hon which stipulates that 

~ 10 students retaking course 

they have failed can only 
" punc j,; attain a maximum of 60 per 

• ,j jirrcw? 1 ' cent 

V. - ^ On Nov. 26, the Students 

Union staged a protest 
51 " nice 3 n “ , ^ 'against exams regulations 

" ■„ tiorth I'’’, and on Nov. 30, after nego- 

: : - re ^ jj: tiations readied a deadlock 

- -• n«f between the Students Un- 

f.^ n | 7 ion and the university 
. r - - "e : -" administration, about 1,000 

students boycotted classes 

- — - — — ' , . d| for two consecutive days. 

_2 1 A Students Union 

- H * J M fjgAlN spokesman told reporters 
^ On Tuesday, during a press 


conference held at the uni- 
versity premises, that the 
university is “delaying the 
60 per cent grade.issue on 
purpose.” 

“We have been waiting 
for an answer from the 
university administration 
for the past two months, 
but so far we have not 
received any response,” 
said the spokesman of the 
Students Union. 

He accused the universi- 
ty administration of trying 
to delay the issue adding 
that the Students Union 
was promised by the com- 
mittee appointed by the 
university that it would 
study the matter during the 
winter break, but instead, 
“we were surprised that the 
professor in charge of the 
study had gone on vaca- 
tion.” 

"When we went to dis- 
cuss the matter with the 
university president, ax the 
beginning of this semester, 
we were also surprised that 
he too had left the coun- 
try,” he added. 


University President 
Fawzi Gharabieh said in a 
recent interview that the 
reason the university is 
against the amendment of 
the regulation is that the 
university has its own stan- 
dards and is not obliged to 
follow the same rules as 
other universities. 

According to Moham- 
mad Khreisat, dean of stu- 
dents affairs, the university 
“has contaaed several uni- 
versities to study their 
grade system, and this 
takes time; it seems that 
the Students Union is not 
patient,” he told the Jor- 
dan Times Tuesday. 

The Students Union 
issued a statement accusing 
the university administra- 
tion of harassing the stu- 
dent’s committee which 
was distributing pamphlets 
in the university. 

“It is our legal right, as a 
Students Union, to distri- 
bute pamphlets, and some 
of the students were called 
to the deans office and 
were questioned,” claimed 


the spokesman. 

Dr. Khreisat, however, 
denied such accusations 
and said that he only called 
two students for separate 
incidents. One, he said, 
was during the strike, when 
one student barged into 
one of the classes and 
forced the students to leave 
the lecture hall. 

The other, he added, 
used denigrating remarks 
about the country, “and 
this happened in front of 
me. 

Dr. Khreisat stressed 
that the university is 
seriously considering the 
issue and studying all its 
aspects. 

“We hope that students 
will be patient enough be- 
cause we need to reach a 
comprehensive decision 
that will serve alt stu- 
dents,” Dr Khreisat said. 

In the meantime, the 
Students Union members 
insist that a strike will take 
place if they do not get a 
“positive” answer from the 
university administration. 


JD 7i.J0.U0U for the benefit of 
the northern Badia residents. 

According ;o Mr. Majali. 
the northern Badia districts 
are attracting the attention of 
the private and public sec- 
tors. as most of the agricultu- 
ral projects and most of the 
industries are located there. 

He said that the Badia 
areas of the Mafraq Go\- 
ernorate benefit from road 
networks, electricity and wa- 
ter supplies as well as com- 
munity centres, schools, post 
offices, .civil defence and. 
other basic services. 

Mr. Majali said that the 
government has allocated JD 
559.UUU to finance construc- 
tion or maintenance of 
schools and roads. JD 
3UU.000 to finance projects in 
the Hammad basin area, 
which is undertaken bv the 
Ministry of Agriculture and 
JD l.n million to improve the 
water networks in the badia 
districts. These, he said, are 
al! to be carried out durinc 
1W5. 

Japan donates 
computers 
to school 

AMMAN(J.T.)_The govern- 
ment of Japan has decided to 
donate computer equipment 
for the Prince Hanueh Ibn Al 
Hussein School, worth 
S44.43S, within the 
framework of the Japanese 
Grant Assistance for Gras- 
sroots Projects (GAGP). 

The Grant contraa to this 
effect was signed between 
Yuji Ikeda, ambassador of. 
Japan, and Jihan Shuqum, 
deputy chairperson of the 
Administrative Committee of 
the Circassian Charity 
SocietvAVomen Branch, on 
Feb. 7, 1995. 

The equipment, consisting 
of 15 units of computer sys- 
tem, is expeaed to make 
advanced computer educa- 
tion available, in accordance 
with the new curriculum set 
by the Ministry of Education. 
This donation is also re- 
garded as a contribution to , 
the Circassian Community in 
Jordan whose women branch 
has been running this school 
for more than 20 years under 
the patronage of Her Royal 
Highness Princess Alia Bint 
Al Hussein. ! 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 


House committee briefed on 
Jordan- PNA agreements, 
Cairo Arab-Israeli talks 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Foreign Affairs Committee at 
toe Lower House of Parlia- 
ment Tuesday listened to re- 
ports by Cabinet members 
regarding the agreements 
signed between Jordan and 
the Palestine National Au- 
thority (PNA) on Jan. 26 in 
Amman. 

Speaking after the meet- 
ing, committee chairman. 
Dr. Abdullah Ensour, said 
that Deputy Prime Minister 
and Education Minister 
Abdul Raouf Rawabdeb 
briefed the committee mem- 
bers on the general agree- 
ment between the two sides, 
and noted that the PNA and 
Jordan concluded neither a 
written nor a verbal agree- 
ment regarding dual national- 
ity of citizens living here or 
on the West Bank. 

Mr. Rawabdeh told the 
com min ee that PNA and 
Jordanian officials reviewed 
the official Jordanian posi- 
tion regarding this point, 


stressing that the Jordanian 
nationality will not be subjea 
of any discussion, while the 
Palestinian nationality is the 
right of those living 'on the 
West Bank and toe Gaza 
Strip. 

Mr. Rawabdeh noted that 
Palestinian passports, will 
serve as a nationality and 
travel document for the 
Palestinians, adding that the 
Palestinians who were issued 
a two-year passport will con- 
tinue to have toe right to use 
such a passport for a two-year 
period, especiaJly for travel 
purposes. But he noted that 
such a passport will not be 
renewed after the lapse of the 
two-year term. 

According to Dr. Ensour. 
the committee members 
heard a report from Foreign 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariri on the Arab-Israeli 
summit held in Cairo last 
week. 

The meeting did not take 


place in order to forge an 
alliance or an axis, something 
which Jordan adamantly re- 
jects, said Mr. Kabariri. 

The minister said that the 
foreign ministers of Pales- 
tine, Jordan and Egypt re- 
cently held a coordination 
meeting in Egypt in order to 
prepare for their coming 
meeting with the Israeli fore- 
ign minister later this month 
and the coming meeting 
which will group toe foreign 
ministers of the four coun- 
tries as well as the U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher. 

Mr. Kabariti also spoke 
about his visits to Bahrain 
and the United Arab Emi- 
rates which he described as 
opening a new chapter in 
inter-Arab relations. 

Mr. Kabariti said that he 
plans to make other trips to 
the remaining members of 
the Gulf Cooperation Coun- 
cil, but gave no date for the 
trips. 


Campaign aims to counter 
iodine deficiency disorders 


By Amy Henderson 

Special to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — The Ministry 
of Health in cooperation 
with the United Nations 
Children's Fund (UN- 
ICEF) and the World 
Health Organisation 
(W’HO) this month are 
launching an effort to eli- 
minate high occcurrences 
of iodine deficiency dis- 
orders (IDD) in Jordanian 
children by adding iodine 
to packaged table salt. 

The effort to iodise table 
salt follows a 1993 study of 
goitre prevalence in Jordan 
which showed an unusually 
high occurrence of goitre 
children S to 10 years of 
age. The study of 337,000 
children, conducted by 
UNICEF, WHO and toe 
Ministry of Health, showed . 
that among children in this ■ 
age group nearly 38 per 
cent have goitre. 

“Although we do not 
consider this a chronic 
health problem, we do con- 
sider it a severe health 
problem,” said Dr. Osama 
Badran, chairman of the 
IDD research team cur- 
rently serving as the direc- 
tor of mother and child 
health care centre in Am- 
man. Normal prevalence of 
goitre in any society should 
be less than ten per cent, he 
told toe Jordan Times. 

Goitre prevalence in the 
Amman, Irbid, Balqa, 
Ma’an and Tafileh gov- 
emorates is considered se- 
vere; in Karak moderate; 
and in Zarqa and Mafraq, 
mild, said Dr. Badran, 
adding that there is no ex- 
planation why some dis- 
tricts have more severe 
cases than others. 

The term goitre literally 
means an enlarged thyroid 
gland resulting from lack of 
a thyroid hormone — the 
main sign thar the body is 
trying to compensate for 
lack of iodine. When a low 


level of thyroid hormone is 
deteaed by a gland in the 
brain, the gland stimulates 
toe thyroid gland with its 
own thyroid stimulation 
hormone (TSH), forcing 
toe thyroid to work harder 
(thus enlarging it) to pro- 
duce more thyroid hor- 
mone — much the same 
way the heart becomes en- 
larged when it is overwork- 
ed. Other IDDs, other than 
the enlargement of the 
thyroid gland, include cre- 
tinism, mental deficiency, 
hearing loss and other 
neurological impairments. 

Generally, fish and sea 
food are rich sources of 
iodine. But it is also found 
in vegetables grown in soils 
containing adequate 
amounts of the element or 
in dairy, poultry and meat 
products in 'cases where 
animals* diets have in- 
cluded sufficient iodine, 
which is not the case in 
Jordan, Dr. Badran said. 

There are a number of 
ways to introduce iodine to 
the daily diet of popula- 
tion, according to Dr. Bad- 
ran. For example, in Syria 
and Iran, iodine is included 
in bread; iodine is added to 
water in the Philippines; 
and in Germany, it is added 
to most food products. 

"Adding (iodine) to 
bread would be ideal, since 
not everyone consumes 
table salt,” Dr. Badran 
said. “But for now. we will 
be iodising table salt,” he 
said, adding that hopefully, 
it would also be added to 
bread in toe near future. 

UNICEF and WHO re- 
commended levels of 
iodine in salt range from 
22.5-50 milligrammes per 
kilogramme. However, 
according to a University of 
Science and Technology 
study, of 11 salt brands 
marketed in Jordan, only 
three fell within the target 
range. The most popular 


brand, Al Azraq Salt, con- 
tains only minute traces of 
iodine. 

“What we found in Jor- 
dan,” said UNICEF Assis- 
tant Programme Director 
Muna Edris, “was that the 
salt co many in Azraq had 
tried to iodise salt with 
potassium iodide, which is 
not heat tolerant.” In the 
production process, she 
said, the element could not 
withstand the heat. 

■The other option for 
[hem was to use potassium 
iodate which is more heat 
tolerant, but which also is 
much more expensive and 
not cost effective,” she 
added. To buy potassium 
iodate locally costs be- 
tween S80-S100 per kilog- 
ramme. according to Ms. 
Edris. 

According to Dr. Bad- 
ran, UNICEF has procured 
two tonnes of potassium 
iodate at S10 per kilogram- 
me, which is scheduled to 
arrive at the faaory this 
month. 

“Things are definitely 
under way,” Ms. Edris 
said. “The faaory has been 
very cooperative. It already 
has the mechanism to do 
this with their own equip- 
ment, so I expea that once 
the iodate arrives they will 
start producing it im- 
mediately,” she added. 

“The next step,” she 
continued, “is to establish a 
monitoring station and a 
mechanism to monitor toe 
salt at each step (from pro- 
duction to market shelf 
spot-checks) to be sure 
there are sufficient 
amounts." 

Although the salt com- 
pany could not be reached 
to discuss the issue. Dr. 
Badran said he does not 
expea that the addition of 
the iodate to salt will in- 
crease the price significant- 
ly since it has been 
obtained at a low cost. 


Southern roads blocked by snow 


MAAN (Petra) — The snow 
that fell in toe Maan Gov- 
emorate Monday blocked the 
Shpbak-Wadi Mousa road 
and Shobak-Bir Bitar road, 
but workers were Tuesday 
exerting strenuous efforts to 
reopen them, according to 
Maan Governor Hussein 
Habashneh. 

The governor said that the 
roads were coverted by a 
20-centimetre blanket of 
snow, which prompted toe 
local authorities to declare 
the two roads closed. 

Nayef Nawayseh, director 


of toe Public Works Depart- 
ment in Maan, said that his 
office’s operations room had 
been in contact with all con- 
cerned authorities and muni- 
cipalities to enlist coopera- 
tion in clearing toe roads. 

He said his department's 
road clearing equipment was 
being used along with that of 
toe nearby municipalities to 
re-open the two roads. 

The governor announced 
that toe road blockage was 
temporary, adding that there 
were no reported accidents as 
a result of the snow. 

He said that the Ras Na- 


qab. Ale, Taybeh, Basta. 
wadi Mousa .Sfiobak and Bir 
Bitar areas received heavy 
snowfalls over night, and 
warned motorists to take ex- 
tra precaution in driving. 

Meanwhile, the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology Tues- 
day forecast more scattered 
showers and snow in Jordan 
as a result of the low depress- 
ion over northern Syria. 

It said that the effects of 
the depression will diminish 
Wednesday, but there will 
still be chances for scattered 
Showers. 
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0 o}$ The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins 
and toe daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify 
^ the listed time and place with the concerned institutions. 

FILM 

jf' H' , " 

. ■ in Pam “jude and Obscure” at the British 

f Council at 7:60 p.m. 

c P Fflm entitled “Charlotte Fortens’s Mission: Experiment 
■y in Freedom” at the American Center at 2:30 p.m. 

? PLAY 

> Play On Arabic) entitled “Ye Who Are Hearing” at the 
. ■, Royal Cultural Centre at 9:00 p.m. 

,/ SEMINAR 

? Seminar (in Arabic) entitled “Peace and Future Hori- 
1,1 zoos” by Mr. Yousef Abu Bakr and Mr. Husni Al 


Shoyab at the Royal Cultural Centre at 8:00 p.m. Qaqish presents credentials in Baghdad 


EXHIBITIONS 

☆ “Young America” exhibit (with photographs featuring 
Americans of afl ages) al the American Center. 

4 Exhibition of works by Qasfrn Al Samir at the Housing 
Bank Complex Gallery. 

☆ Book exhibition at the Royal Cultural Centre. Also 
showing another exhibition of Arabic Calligraphy. 

☆ Exhibition of the works of Lebanese artist Amin Al 
Basha at Darat Al Ftmun. Also showing another exhibi- 
tion entitled “Phase II-Doors and Windows” by Jorda- 
nian artist Ghada Dabdaleh and works by contemporary 
Arab artists. 

* Educational works depicting the life of “Voltaire” at the 
French Cultural Centre. 

it Exhibition of works by Hala Mahayni at the Petra 
International Hold in Aqaba. 


BAGHDAD tJ.T.I — Jordans newly appointed Ambassa- 
dor to Iraq Bassam Qaqish Tuesday presented his creden- 
tials to Izzat Ibrahim, deputy chairman of the Iraqi 
Revolutionary Command Council. Mr. Qaqish succeeds 
Nasouh Al Majali to the post. 

New lawyers sworn in 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A group of 2S Jordanian lawyers were 
sworn in before Justice Minister Hisham Tel and in the 
presence of the Bar Association President Kamal Nasser. 
The new lawyers ha\e just completed their two-year 
training at lawyers offices. 

Council to study Constitution 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Council of Islamic Organisations 
and Societies in Jordan said Tuesday thai it was preparing a 


study of the Jordanian Constitution with the purpose of 
drawing the concerned authorities' attention to certain 
violations. A council official said that w-hile the Constitu- 
tion explicitly provides for equal treatment for all citizens, 
toe country has special courts for trying high officials. The 
official said that the study, which is due to he publitoed 
within a month's time, will contain other examples of 
violations and a clear interpretation of toe provisions of the 
Constitution regarding them. 

NAF assists 1,219 families 

NORTH SHUNEH (Petra) — The National Aid Fund 
(NAF) in the northern Jordan Valley district last year 
provided financial assistance totalling JD 34.112 to 1.319 
needy families. Ali Qussem. director of social development 
here, siad that the assistance reached the needy in monthly 
payments. He said that this year NaF will execute four 
vocational training projects in toe district to enable family 
heads to earn a livinc- 




I 

I 

I 


I.' .-‘t. •"..I’ 




«* • - JU 4^ 


World News 




JORDAN TIMES, «™w«PAY. FBBRPAR^^g* 



Peru » Ecuador diplomats head 
for Brasilia; f ig h tin g continues 


UMA (AP) - Pern and 
Ecuador have told their de- 
puty foreign ministers to stay 
m Brazil, sig n al in g the possi- 
bility of new talks to end a 
w over a swatch of dense 
jungle. 

But there was do letup in 
the fighting Monday, and 
neither side gave any indica- 
tion it was ready to relinquish 
its claim to disputed territory 
akmg an unmarked 48-mile 
section of border near the 
headwaters of die Cenepa 
River. 

Fern ordered its deputy fore- 
ign minister to Brasilia. 
Brazil’s capital. Monday after 
Ecuador said it was ready to 


The Brazilian Foreign 
Ministry had no schedule for 
negotiations. 

Talks in Rio De Janeiro 
over the weekend failed to 
reach a trace, and mediators 
raid Ecuador wanted more 
time to consider peace prop- 


resume peace talks. 
Ecuad or’s deputy foreign 
minister has remained in Bra- 
zil after accompanying Presi- 
dent SixtQ Duran-Ballen 
there as part of a three-nation 
tour to jflead his country’s 


“Contrary to what migjht 
have been said about 
Ecuador refusing to accept a 
truce, we've always been 
ready to accept one,” Mr. 
Duran-Ballen said Monday in 
Buenos Aires. 

Mr. Duran-Ballen visited 
Brazil, Argentina and Chile 
Monday. The three conn- 
tries, along with the United 
States, are Hying to settle the 
dispute. He said his trip was 
meant to explain his coun- 
try's position. 

Each side has accused the 
other of being the aggressor 
in the nearly two- week-old 
war on the eastern edge of 


the Andes. 

Pern contends the entire 
1,000-mile (1,600 km) border 
was set by the 1942 treaty- 
that confirmed its victory 
over Ecuador in a 1941 war. 
But Ecuador declared the- 
agreement null in 1960. 

Skirmishes erupted Jan. 26 
in rugged jungle mountains 
called the Cordillera Del 
Condor, an area said to con- 
tain gold, uranium and other 
minerals, as well as possible 
oil reserves. 

President Alberto Fujimori 
has vowed to enforce Peru's 
daim to the area, and said tns 

forces would “remove all the 
invaders” from Peruvian 
territory if diplomacy failed. 

Ecuador said Monday that 
Peruvian warplanes had re- 
newed attacks on Condor 
Mirador, an Ecuadorean 
military lookout 10 miles (16 
km) inside the disputed bor- 


der. 

Mr. Fnjimori & aid his 
forces were dosing in on toe 
last Ecuadorean outpost on 
Peruvian soil, and expected it 
would be taken soon. 

But Mr. Duran-Ballen do- 
med Monday that his troops 
were being defeated. 

“We have not evacuated a 
single Bite,” he said, adding 
that Ecuadorean forces had, 
in fact, repelled the Peruvian 
attacks. 

Mr. Fujimori said 22 Peru- 
vian soldiers have been killed 
or were wounded in the fight- 
ing. One Penman citizen 
also was killed after stepping 
on a land mine. Ecuador said 
10 of its soldiers have been 
killed and 26 wounded. 

The Peruvian Air Force 
said a training plane with two 
crew on board was missing 
Monday during a routine 
flight. It did not say where 
the plane disappeared. 


18 killed, 7 hurt in S. Korean ship fire 


SEOUL (R) — Eighteen 
people were killed and seven 
seriously injured in a fire 
aboard a container vessel 
being repaired in a South 
Korean shipyard Tuesday, 
police said. 

The 17,682-tonne ship, 
Hanjin Busan, caught fire in 
drydock in the southern port 
city of Pusan, a spokesman of 
Hanjin Shipping Ltd, the 
ship’s owners, said. 

“The container vessel 
caught fire in its engine room 
and was quickly engulfed in 
flames," he said. 

The spokesman said 16 
were confirmed killed and 


three were missing but a 
police officer later said two 
more bodies were found in 
the vessel by rescuers. 

The dead were all thought 
to be shipyard workers, the 
officer said. 

Police said rescue workers 
cut holes in the hull to aid the 
search for survivors because 
even though the fire was 
brought under control within 
three hours, toxic smoke fil- 
led tiie ship, preventing them 
foom entering the engine 
room. 

“Four points were cut out 
at lower parts of the ship to 
release the gas. Rescuers are 


still looking for the misting,” 
a police officer said nearly 
seven hours after the fire 
broke out. 

He said be suspected 
sparks from welding 
machines caused the fire. 

Television pictures showed 
dark and light smoke billow- 
ing from the superstructure 
of the ship while firefighters 
directed jets of foam. 

The ship was being re- 
paired by Hanjin Heavy In- 
dustries Co. Ltd. Both Han- 
jin Heavy and Hanjin Ship- 
ping are member companies 
of the Hanjin Group, one of 
South Korea's top- 20 busi- 
ness conglomerates. 


Pyongyang 
calls Kim’s 
birthday 
‘greatest 
holiday’ 

TOKYO (R) —North Korea 
Tuesday declared the birth- 
day of leader Kim Jong-D 
“the greatest holiday of the 
nation” but offeree no in- 
dication of whether Kim will 
make a rare public appear- 
ance on that day, Feb. 16. 

It also gave no due as to 
when Mr. Kim, who will be 
53, wQl formally assume con- 
trol of tiie Stalinist state. 

“It is the unanimous desire 
of the Korean people to signi- 
ficantly celebrate the birth- 
day of Comrade Kim Jong-11, 
the great leader of our party 
and our people,” tiie official 
Korean Central News Agen- 
cy (KCNA) said. 

ft said tiie Central People’s 
Committee had issued a de- 
cree designation Feb. 16 and 
17 as national holidays and 
ordered that “all tiie organs, 
enterprises, organisations 
and familie s shall hoist the 
national flags of the DFRK 
(North Korea) on these 
days." 

The decree is the culmina- 
tion of a 20-year process of 
dbvtting the importance of 
Mr. Elm’s birthday that para- 
llels Lis groo m ing as heir- 
apparent to bis father Kim 
Il-Sung, founder and para- 
mount leader of North Korea 
until his death last July. 

Analysts erf the secretive 
Oanmonist state said Mr. 
Kim’s birthday was made an 
“extraordinary day off work” 
in 1975, upgraded to a “regu- 
lar day off work” in 1976 
finally made a “public holi- 
day” in 1982. This was ex- 
tended to include Feb. 17 in 
1986. they said. 

The late Kim Il-Sung 
sought to make bis son’s 
birthday the “greatest holi- 
day of the nation” in 1992, 
but the younger Kim declined 
out of his “absolute loyalty 
and noble moral sense of 
duty” to his father and his 
“unbounded modesty,” 
KCNA said. 

KCNA’s announcement of 
the decree, in a report moni- 
tored in Tokyo, was followed 
by official reports that Mr. 
Kim's birthday was cele- 
brated in Russia, Mozambi- 
que, Madagascar and other 


i state-run media 
l dication that Mr. 
mark next week^s 
y making a public 
e. He has been 
jnblic only three 
: his father's death, 
ag has repeatedly 
iat Mr. Kim is in 
f North Korean 
U he has yet to 
! posts of president 
(ftbe ruling Work- 
of Korea held by 


Burma troops continue 
shelling rebel camps 


BANGKOK (AFP) — Bur- 
mese troops continued to 
shell Karen rebel bases along 
the border with Thailand, 
Burmese sources said Tues- 
day. while the rebels said the 
Rangoon junta had never 
seriously wanted peace. 

The fighting between Ran- 
goon troops and the rebel 
Karen National Union' 
(KNU) also prompted Bang- 
kok to repeat a warning that 
its forces would return fire if 
any shells lands on Thai soil. 

One source in Chiang Mai 
told AFP by telephone that 
Burmese shelling of the 
Karen border stronghold of 
Kawmoora has been "con- 
tinuous.” 

“There has been an in- 
crease in the shelling." he 
said. "It is still going on even 
now.” 

The source estimated that 
in recent days, as many as 
1.000 shells had rained down 


on Kawmoora, some 15 
kilometres (nine miles) south 
of Manerplaw where the 
Moei River, which forms the 
border between Burma and 
Thailand, makes a 
horseshoe-shaped bend. 

“But 1 have not heard ab- 
out any ground fighting,” the 
soipce said, adding that Ran-, 
goon, government troops had. 
assaulted the small but. heavi- 
ly fortified enclave twice in 
late December. 

Another KNU source said 
Burmese troops had also 
been shelling the Karen out- 
post of Kawmawlaw. 

The KNU headquarters 
said in a statement Tuesday it 
was willing to hold peace 
talks with the ruling State 
Law and Order Restoration 
Council (SLORC) in Ran- 
goon, but added that it 
appeared the junta was not 
serious about wanting peace. 


S. Africa can survive 
post- Mandela — De Klerk 


SYDNEY (R) — South Afri- 
ca would be severely hit if 
anything should happen to 
President Nelson Mandela 
but the coon try can also sur- 
vive such a crisis. Deputy 
President F. W. De Klerk said 
Tuesday. 

“If President Mandela, be- 
cause of his age or illness or 
other reasons, suddenly va- 
cated the position, there will 
be a shudder through the 
international community and 
South Africa,” Mr. De Klerk 
told a business lunch in Syd- 
ney. 

“But I am convinced it will 
not be lasting, because the 
ANC (Mandela’s African 
National Congress) has a 
depth of leadership,” 
said. 

The ANC conld have diffi- 
culty mam taming unity with- 
out Mr. Mandela around, 
however, be added. 

“President Mandela is a 
great figure within the ANC 
and it might be that, his suc- 
cessor ought not keep the 
divergent elements inside the 
ANC together.” 

Mr. De Klerk, in Australia 
for a five-day visit from Mon- 
day, said extremists from 
both the left and right had 
lost support in the new South 
Africa. 

“I think as long as we 
cooperate we wfll be able to 
manage the lunatics,” he 
said. 

Mr. De Klerk was South 
Africa’s last white president 
before Mr. Mandela defeated 
him in the country’s first all- 
race elections last April. 

Last month Mr. De Klerk 
threatened to withdraw his 
National Party from the gov - 
eminent of national unity 
with the ANC over differ- 
ences with Mr. Mandela on 
apartheid-era amnesty. 

Mr. De Klerk said he is 
now c ommi tted to remaining 
within the government as 


long as the ANC cooperates. 

“I am committed to con- 
tinue to do so as long as the 
ANC adheres to the spirit of 
consensus which underlies 
our transitional constitution. 
And I have recently been 
reassured on that score,” he 
said. 

“The government of 
national unity is functioning 
'reasonably well, despite the 
recent problems between 
President Mandela and me.” 

South Africa is doe for a 
major political realignment 
sometime within the next two 
to six years, Mr. De Klerk 
said. 

“The future of politics in 
South Africa lies in ns mov- 
ing away from race. 
Ethnically-based parties are 
doomed as minority parties,” 
he said. 

“To look at South Africa 
in black and white terms is 
not to be frilly realistic in 
South Africa. 

“White is not homogenous 
in Sooth Africa, black is not 
homogenous in South Africa. 
We nave 11 official lan- 
guages. Zulu is as different to 
Sotho as French is from Ger- 
man or Italian.” 

He maintained his Nation- 
al Party was no longer a 
white-based party, but the 
country's most multiracial 
party. 

“We daim to be the most 
non-radal party in South 
Africa because we have tiie 
best spread of different racial 
groups,” he said. 

“I am no longer a white 
leader of a white party...,” he 
said. “I foresee the day when 
the National Party mil have a 
black leader if this is the best 
mas or woman for the job.” 

Mr. De Klerk's visit to 
Australia, and later 
Malaysia, over the next two 
weeks is aimed at promoting 
business ties and investment 
opportunities. 


Clinton 

close 

to naming 
new CIA 
chief 

WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— President Bill Gmton is 
dose to nominating retired 
U.S. Air Force General 
Michael Cams as the new 
director of the Central Intelli- 
gence Agency (CIA) and 
could make an announce- 
ment as early as Wednesday, 
CNN cable television re- 
ported. 

Cable News Network 
(CNN) said Gen. Cams’ 
app ointmen t was not definite 
but Mr. din ton was very 
dose to making a decision on 
the next top U.S. spymas- 
ter. 

The White House declined 
to comment on the report 
saying only that it was prema- 
ture to speculate on the 
announcement. 

“The president will 
announce his choice when he 
thinks - it’s 'ap pr o pri ate. Td 
speculate -on a candidate be- 
fore then is imprudent,” a 
White House spokesman told 
Reuters. 

CNN said Gen. Cams was 
a former vice chief of staff of 
tiie air force. 

Former CIA Director 
James Wodsey resigned last 
December after sharp critic- 
ism of his handling of the case 
of confessed CIA turncoat 
Aldrich Ames, the agency’s 
budget and efforts to reshape 
the intelligence community. 

President Clinton said 
Monday that he was pre pare d 
to fight for Dr. Foster’s con- 
firmation for surgeon general 
even though be has per- 
formed abortions. 

“Well, Fm going to fight 
fen* him,” Mr. Clinton told 
reporters in the Oval Office. 

Senate confirmation of the 
61-year-old doctor originally 
seemed assured, but revela- 
tions that Dr. Foster per- 
formed abortions has caused 
trouble for him among con- 
servatives. 

At the White House's re- 
quest, Dr. Foster issued a 
statement on Friday saying 
that he bad performed “few- 
er than a dozen,” abortions 
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photo) 


Shuttle, Mir dance in orbit 


CAPE CANAVERAL, Flor- 
ida (Agencies) — The U.S. 
dmttle Discovery came with- 
in a mere 37 feet (11 metres) 
of Russia’s Mir space station 
Monday at the climax of an 
orbital rendezvous that win 
set tbe stage for a historic 
link-up next June. 

Shuttle Commander Jim 
Wether b e e and veteran Cos- 
monaut Vladimir Titov 
waved from the shuttle at the 
cheering and laughing Mir 
crew as they approached the 
orbiting outpost. 

Com. Wefherbee parked 
the shuttle in front of Mir at 
2z2fi pjn. EST (1920 GMT), 
and toe two craft travelled in 
tandem at 17,500 mph 
(28,000 kph) from darkness 
into sunlight high above the 
northern tip of Japan. 

They maintained the posi- 
tion for about 10 minutes, 
then the shuttle backed away 
from Mir and circled the 
space station at a distance of 
400 feet (120 metres) while 


crew members conducted a 
photographic survey. 

“The next, time we 
approach, we will shake your 
hand and together we will 
lead our world into the next 
nnDenmm,” Com. Wether- 
bee radioed the three cosmo- 
nauts inside Mir. 

A 

Monday’s rendezvous was 
the fiat step in a pro gr amm e 
to merge the human space 
programmes of the two for- 
mer cold war enemies. The 
National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration 
(NASA) plans at least seven 
more shuttle missions to Mir 
before the United States and 
Russia jointly begin construc- 
tion of an international space 
station late in 1997. 

Mir Commander Alexan- 
der Viktorenko thanked the 
sbnttle crew and said tiie 
dose encounter was-a victory 
for international coopera- 
tion. 

“We were one and we were 


Inman, ” Com. Viktorenko 
said. 

Com. We th atfaee steered 
Dis c o v e ry carefully over the 
last metres in a precision 
fiying feat that took nearly an 
hour and was one of the most 
difficult ever attempted by a 
shuttle pflot. 

The shuttle passed by Mir 
at a speed of 28,000 
kflometres per hour (17,500 
mile s per boor) before poll- 
ing back and ending the 
space station. 

Mir cameras beamed down 
crystal-dear images of the 
B hn tr l g with Earth in tiie 
background as crew members 


the spaceship's windows to 
soak up the view. 

Astronauts and cosmo- 
nauts waved at one another 
during the approach and 
Com. Wetberbee told mis- 
sion control: “This is the 
most beautiful tfamg Fve pver 
seen in space.” 


Kyrgyzstan elections fill only 13 
of 105 seats in new parliament 


BISHKEK, Kyrgyzstan (AP) 
— While voters turned out in 
impressive numbers for the 
first post-independence par- 
liamentary elections in Kyr- 
gyzstan, they elected only 13 
of 105 deputies, news agen- 
cies said. 

The Central Asian republic 
will hold a second round of 
elections on Feb. l9. io fill toe 
remaining 92 seats, the 
ITAR-TASS news agency 
said. 

In Sunday's elections, 72.8 
per cent of the 2.2 million 
registered voters cast their 
ballots, but a glut of candi- 
dates had many predicting 
runoffs. 

More than 1,000 candi- 


dates from 12 parties and 
dozens of movements are 
competing for seats in the 
bicameral parliament, the 
Jogorku Kenesh. There are 
an average of 10 candidates 
per seat, with as many as 18 
vying for some seats in tbe 
capital, Bishkek. 

Among toe 13 elected Sun- 
day iaJhe former .Soviet re- 
public were acclaimed writer 
Chingiz Aitmatov and two 
prominent former Commun- 
ist Party leaders, ITAR- 
TASS said. 

Kyrgyzstan’s earlier parlia- 
ment was dissolved last fell in 
a government crisis. 

In September, 168 legisla- 
tors who accused their par- 
liamentary leaders of “intri- 


gues” forced a suspension of 
parliament and the resigna- 
tion of the government. 

Kyrgyzstan, with a popula- 
tion of 4.5 million, has ex- 
perienced serious problems 
trying to develop a market 
economy but still has one of 
toe more prosperous ones in 
former Soviet Central Asia. 

Its president; Asker Akayev, 

bad been known as the most 
democratic leader in the re- 
gion until, parliament’s sus- 
pension. - 

“Those who accused me of 
dictatorship and lack of 
democracy can see that 
democracy lives on in Kyr- 
gyzstan,” Mr. Akayev told toe 
Interfax News Agency Mon- 
day. ... ■ 


S. Africa police probe missing funds 


CAPE TOWN (R) — South 
African police said Tuesday 
they had begun an investiga- 
tion into accusation that 
423,000 rand (1120,000) don- 
ated by American singer Paul 
Simon to 'a charity for child 
victims of apartheid was mis- 
sing. 

"The charge will 
be fraud or alternatively i 
through false pretences or 
misappropriation,” police 
spokesman Colonel 
Raymond Dowd told Reu- 
ters. 

On Monday, Anglican 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu 
said there was not race of the 
money supposed to have 
been administered by the 


Foundation for Peace and 
Justice (FPJ), which is 
already being investigated 
over alleged abuses of Scan- 
dinavian aid money. 

“We are distressed and 
angry that money... set aside 
for child victims of apartheid 
cannot be accounted for im- 
mediately. We have... asked 
the police to investigate,” 
Arch. Tutu said in a joint 
statement with Mary Barton, 
a fellow trustee of toe Chil- 
dren’s Trust Charity. 

Tbe FPJ is run by veteran 
anti -apartheid campaigner 
Allan Boesak, Pretoria's 
ambassador designate to the 
United Nations in Geneva, 
who has denied misusing 


Scandinavian aid money 
amounting to 7.2 million 
Danish crowns (SI.16 mil- 
lion) to his foundation over 
the past two years. 

Mr. Boesak was due to 
take up office on Feb. 1, but 
his appointment has been 
suspended until investiga-r 
lions into the Scandinavian 
funds are complete. 

Col. Dowd Said Simon, 
who donated the cash follow- 
ing his 1988 gracelands tour 
of South Africa, would be 
among witnesses police plan- 
ned to take statements from. 

Mr. Boesak could not be 
contacted for comment on 
the Simon funds. 


Sister’s tearful testimony ends in Simpson case 


LOS ANGELES (R) — 
Nicole Brown Simpson’s sis- 
ter ended two days of tearful, 
emotional testimony in the 
O J. Simpson doable murder 
trial Monday i sobbing uncon- 
trollably as she told the jury 
of the last moments spent 
with her slain sister. 

The panel also saw graphic 
photographs of Simpson’s 
beaten ex-wife as her weep- 
ing aster, Denise Brown, tes- 
tified the football legend 
humiliated Nicole Brown 
Simpson while she was pre- 
gnant by eaiHng her a “fai 

pig.” 

Ms. Brown shook with 
sobs as she recalled toe last 
time toe saw her sister, just 
hours before Nkxrfe was stab- 
bed and slashed to death 
outside her townhousc in an 
upscale section of Los 
Angeles. 

Rccailing the events of 
June 12, Ms. Brown said she 
joined Nicole, her sister’s two 
children, Sydney, 8, and Jus- 
tin, 5, and other members of 
the Brown family for dinner 
at the Mezzahma Restaurant 
after they attended a dance 
recital in which Sydney 
appeared. 

After toe meal, Nicole said 
she was taking her children 
for ice cream, Ms. Brown 
said. 

“We kissed each other 


j. That was the last 
told her, was that I 
loved her,” Ms. Brown said, 
her words barely audible 
above her sobs. 

“rm sony," she said, re- 
ferring to her crying. Super- 
ior Court Judge Lance fro 
asked her if she was okay to 
continue her testimony and 
toe nodded. 

She said Nicole appeared 
trappy at their last parting. 
■'We’d made so many plans. 
We were going to take the 
kids on a camping trip. We 
were going to go to Yosemite 
.(National Park), we were 
going to go to Qnb Med 
(resort),” Ms. Brown said. 

Nicole and her friend 
Ronald Goldman, a waiter at 
the Mezzaiuna, were killed 

later that evening. Simpson, 
who went from football star 
to broadcaster, actor and TV 
pitchman, has pleaded not 
gnflty of tiie murders. 

Ms. Brown testified Simp- 
son alto attended the Jane 12 
dance recital and that be 
looked strange. 

"He had a very far away 
look, it was actually really 
kind of spooky. It was a 
frightening look. 

“He wasn’t smiling. He 
just had a very different look 
about him. It wasn’t just like 
O J. walking into a place and 
saying, ‘here I am,’ that self- 


assured type of attitude. It 
was more a dazed-over look 
frightening, dark eyes. It just 
cfian’t look like the O J. that 
we knew,” Ms. Brown said. 

But an amateur videotape 
taken outside the school 
where the recital took place 
showed a happy and smiling 
Simpson kissing Denise 
Brown goodbye as Ms. 
Brown put both of her arms 
around Simpson’s neck. 

Simpson is also seen kis- 
sing the stepmother of De- 
nise and Nicole Brown, pick- 
ing op . his young son. Justin 
and hugging and irisang him . 

The defence also shewed a 
still photograph of a broadly- 
grinning Simpson presenting 
his daughter with a bouquet 
of flowers following the recit- 
al. 

Ms. Brown earlier testified 
Simpson told family and 
friends in front of Nicole 
during one of herpregnandes 
that be “hated fax women” 
and called her a “fat pig”. 

Ms. Brown said Nicole, her 
younger sister by two years, 
reacted to the insults at one 
paint by saying sbe did not 
care how much weight she 
lined, she jnst- wanted 
to leave her. 
Nicole lost her pre- 
gnancy weight, Ms. Brown 
said, Simpson would com- 
ment, “look at her. She looks 


great doesn’t she, she’s 

min e" 

“She was always like a 
possession, ” Ms. Brown said. 

Ms. Brown, the prosecu- 
tion’s star witness in' its 
attempt to show that behind 
the public facade of "Mr-nice 
guy” Simpson was a wife- 
beater with a violent temper, 
appeared in court wearing a 
black suit and black Mouse, 
with her dark brown hair, 
polled back severely into a 
pony tail. 

Sbe frequently wiped tears 
from her eyes with a tissue 
during her .testimony, espe- 
cially as she looked at two 
Polaroid pictures she had 
taken of Nicole after Simpson 
beat his then-wife on New 
Year’s Day, 1989. . 

One of the photographs, 
shown to the jury .on a large 
screen, dearly showed Nicole 
with a swollen right eye, jight 
cheek and dm. 

The second photograph 
showed Nicole with her right 
arm raised, dfeplayingalaige 
blade, red ana yellow braise 
covering the whole of' the 
inner side of her upper arm. 

Following toe 1989 beating 
of Nicole, toe former star 
football player pleaded not 
guilty to a single charge of 
spousal -abuse and was 
ordered to undergo counsell- 
ing. . 





Omar Sharif fag 

to promote South F 
African tourism ■— 

JOHANNESBURG (AF?) I 
-FamstarOtMX^^^^ 
begnn a visit to Sooth Afj*» - 
tohdp promote US I 

industry as well asrts |i 

ists in a joint project wto the _J 
ANC Women’s “ 

an interview with toe 

OtBe^aarifOTdtewasm 

“50-50 Partnership wg 
-Road to Freedom sdieme 
launched by toe feminist 
movement. The Women; s 
League of toe governing 
African National Congress 
(ANC) is led by Wmme Man- 
dela, toe estranged wifeof 
President Nelson Mandela, 
who took power after last 

April’s first democratic all- 
race elections. The actor, 
who is of Egyptian-Lebanese 
descent, - said the project 
aimed at giving tourists an 
itinerary which wi ll sho w 
them the historical turning- 
points in toe struggle for 
.democracy among toe coun^ 
try’s blade majority. Vtstof^ 

will be accompanied on their 
tour by members of toe 
league, Sharif said, adding 
that Americans in particular 
bad shown interest. “There is 
a lot of business, to be made 
in toe South Africa tourism 
industry, and there is a lot we 
ran (]q to help that industry,” 
he stated. Sharif, who is one 
of toe world’s best bridge 
{flayers and bam interests in 
the gaming industry, also ex- 


interest in promoting 
such leisure activities in 
Sooth Africa, where gamb- 
ling was banned under white 
minority governments.- “We 
are looking to see if we can 
do things on a regional 
basis,” he told the newspap- 
er. 

Italian designer 
raises money 
to save icons 

MOSCOW (AFP) — The 
caviar and salmon woe Rus- 
sian but the look was entirely 
Italian when the high-fashion 
designer Laura Biaggotti put 
her latest collection on dSs- ' 
{flay in a flamboyant Kremlin 
show organised to raise 
money to help restore ancient 
Russian Orthodox icons. The' 
cream of Moscow society — 
from Andrei Kotyiev and 
Yevgeny Yasm, ministers of 
foreign affai r s and finance, to. 
“no uwmi riche” business- 
men and their elegant wives 
— turned out to see 38 Rns- 
modds paradeBiag-I 
s nightly coloured line 
at tiie Kremfin Palace of Con- 
gresses. The deagner plans to 
donate part of toe proceeds' 
for restoration of the icons of 
three cathedrals inside the- 
red-brick fortress walls of the ' 
Kremlin. But her husband,. 
Gianni Cigna, who heads 
Biaggottfs fashion company,^, 
acknowledged that tiie be-/ 
nefactress also sought to tap,: 
the Russian market. “We can, 
do serious work in this conn- ' 
try and make several nrillioiL.. 
dollars a year,” he said Men-,' 
day. Tim fashion show Sun-^ 
day night, which was broad-^ 
cast by Russia’s main televi-/ 
sum network, Ostankino,, 
was a formidable public rda- _ ; 
tkms event for Biaggotti, wbo " 
opened a boutique in M6s-. r - 
cow a year ago and plans to/, 
open another in SL Peters- . 
fang this year or next Her/ 
next stop will be Kazan, in 
toe southern Russian Repub- # . 
lie of Tatarstan. That may not 
seem Hke the likeliest fashion 
capital, but Biaggotti is/ 
gambling on the republic’s oil ^ 
revenues to create demand V- 
among Tatarstan’s new ty-<; 
coons. 


Man held for 
theft wins 
huge damages 

LONDON (R) — A man 
held for nearly five months 
on charges of stealing 60 
pence ($1) from a child was 
awarded 10,000 pounds 
($15,610) in damages by Bri- 
tain’s ugh. court. Gareth 
Phillips was arrested in 
September 1991 after a 10- 
year-old schoolboy in Lon- 
don’s smart Chelsea district 
told police he was the 
assailant who had snatched 
Ins pocket money. Mr. Phil- 
lips was later cleared in court. 
Mr. .Phillips, who was 
charged and detained for four 
ami a half months, accused 
toe M etropolitan Police of 
wrmigfid arrest, negligence 
and mabaons prosecution. 
He had pointed out he 
kxAed nothing Hke the s&n, 
5 foot 9 inch (1.75 metre) 

assailant witii ginger hair and 
a green tattoo described by 
toe boy, Mr. Phillips is 6 feet 
3 inches (1.82 metres) tall 
and does not have a tattoo. 

did not admit 
liability bat Mr. Phillips’ 
told toe conrttfaey 

ao o<ra, to w him 
(fifi’Srn ^ -“P to £4,000 

^«fc£ bypoli “ to 
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Sarajevo rebels in new freedom 


i Chechen fighters are helped by local residents as they puH 
' their bus oat of thick mad on a road from Liras- Martan to 


eamadiM This .email detachment was on its way to back up 
Chechen forces in the Samasfaki area (AFP photo) 


Chechen refugees have nowhere left to run 


■SERNOVODSK. Russia (R) 
— When the Russian bombs 
started falline on Grozny. 
■Zara and Zura took their 
children and fled into the 
■fields. Several panicky moves 
later, at the outer edge of 
Chechenya. they have no- 
where left to run. 

Like the other 8,000 re- 
fugees packed into this decre- 
pit Soviet-era mountain re- 
sort and the town of Semo- 
vodsk down the hill, the 
Chechen sisters are scared 
the Russian helicopters circ- 
ling overhead will attack 
them even here. 

“God knows what will be- 
come of us then." Zara said, 
suddenly losing the stoical 
smile which had stayed on 
her small, bony face through- 
out a harrowing account of 
her family's six weeks on the 
road after escaping from their 
cellar int he capital Grozny. 

“There aren't even any cel- 
lars to hide in. The place is 
fuli to bursting with refugees. 
If the Russians stn bombing 
us here, it will be a blood- 
bath.” she added sombrely. 
• Just outside Semovodsk, at 
the border with neigbouring 


Ingushetia. Russian Border 
Guards set up a checkpoint a 
week ago. All who left identi- 
ty documents behind when 
they fled Grozny are turned 
back by troops in two 
armoured cats. 

Most of the refugees here 
are women and children, 
cramped one family to a 
room, ragged laundry strung 
out between rickety beds. 
There is no heating or light, 
and not much food. Many of 
the children are sick from 
shock and stress. 

Their men have either 
stayed on at home ot fight or 
guard their houses, or they 
are dead. 

Russian troops launched 
an onslaught on Grozny on 
Dec. 31, but in recent weeks 
they have turned their atten- 
tion to the villages. 

Chechen fighters with only 
light weapons have managed 
to keep control of parts of 
Grozny with a hit-and-run 
campaign, melting away to 
the villages to rest before 
returning refreshed and 
ready for battle. 

Russian forces have taken 


revenge on villages they be- 
lieve are sheltering fighters. 
Early last week they attacked 
Sam ash ki, 10 kilometres east 
of Semovodsk, as punish- 
ment for a Chechen attack on 
a Russian tank convoy. 

“We have no fighters 
here,” Khizar Vitayev, head 
of Semovodsk Town Coun- 
cil, said hastily. Semovodsk 
had a population of 12,000 
people before the refugees 
started coming. 

But the absence of fighters 
reassures nobody that their 
latest temporary will escape 
the fate of Samashki. 

An anxious crowd 
grathered outside one ex- 
holiday camp building Mon- 
day to tell foreign journalists 
that helicopters had dropped 
leaflets with a primed appeal 
by Russian Prime Minister 
Viktor Chernomyrdin. 

It promised to rebuild the 
homes smashed by the Rus- 
sian army if they would lay 
down their guns. It gave a 
warning, however, that Rus- 
sia would bomb Semovodsk 
if a single shot was fired from 
there. 


The people of Semovodsk, 
who have no guns, believe 
this is a sign the Russians are 
looking for an excuse to 
attack them. 

“I was walking down the 
hill two days ago when I came 
across a neat pile of weapons, 
just sitting there. There were 
grenades and grenade laun- 
chers and guns,” said the 
head cook, Rumi, a no-non- 
sense woman in her 50s. 

“I got two other women to 
help and. we took them to the 
council building and handed 
them in. No one knew where 
they came from.” 

“Then, yesterday, one of 
the Russian helicopters land- 
ed nearby. We sent a couple 
of men over to see what the 
Russians were up to. They 
came back with another load 
of weapons, which the heli- 
copter had left behind in 
another neat pile.” 

Rumi believes the Russians 
are providing Semovodsk 
with a few guns to provoke 
some hothead from here into 
taking a pot-shot at one of 
them. “That would be all the 
excuse they need to move in 
and kill us all off.” 


over 

Japan 

YOKOHAMA, Japan (R) — 
Britain’s Princess Diana held 
hands Tuesday in a war 
cemetery with an old soldier 
and won her way back into 
the hearts of many Japanese 
on the second day of what has 
become a triumphant royal 
comeback. 

Even her wardrobe re- 
ceived a gushing thumbs-up 
from Japan’s own imperial 
designer who said Princess 
Diana's suffering in her mar- 
riage breakup had turned her 
from a “flower into a 
woman.” 

Since arriving in Japan 
Monday on her return to full 
royal . duties after a year’s 
self-imposed exile, the prin- 
cess has not put a foot wrong. 

She has spoken Japanese, 
reached out for children and 
the elderly and most impor- 
tantly shown respect for the 
protocols of a nation still in 
mourning over last month's 
earthquake in Kobe where 
more than 5,000 people died. 

Japanese newspapers and 
television , which paid scant 
attention to the trip before 
her arrival, by Tuesday had 



SARAJEVO (R) — Hun- 
dreds of people in besieged 
Sarajevo nocked to use newly 
opened roads Tuesday, grab- 
bing the chance to journey 
out without the risk of being 
shot. 

Witnesses described the 
scene as orderly chaos as a 
line of cars stretched back 
more than one kilometre to 
await checks by U.N. 
peacekeepers. 

Although the agreement 
by the Muslim-led govern- 
ment and Bosuian Serbs to 
open the roads eased the grip ' 
on the city, an exasperated 
United States said it was cut- 
ting off talks with the Serbs 
because of what it called their 
intransigence over an inter- 
national apian to end the 
34-month -old wgr. 

The roads across the air- 
port were opened to civilian 
traffic Monday for the first 
time in seven months in line 
with a ceasefire agreement 
that started on Jan. 1. 

Bosnian Serb besiegers 
allowed aid agencies to cross 
last week. 

About 300 cars queued to 
get out of the Dobrinja sub- 
urb Tuesday morning and 
others waited to come the 
other way. 

Bosnian a police checked 
lists to ensure prior approval 
had been gained. U.N. 
peacekeepers searched the 
cars, urine mirrors to check 
underneath. 

Then, a few at a time, cars 
were escorted across the 
frontlines by French U.N. 
armoured personnel carriers. 

U.N. peacekeepers said 
more than 1,000 people from 
Sarajevo's three communities 
used die roads Monday to 
visit neighbouring suburbs 
which have been within right 
but kept out of reach bj the 
war. 

Serbs travelled between 
their strongholds of Ilidza 
and Lukavica. Muslims and 
Croats drove across the 
U.N.-controlled airport to 
and from government-held 
Butmir and Dobrinja by bus 
and car. The suburbs ring the 
airport. 

It was another step towards 
normality after more than 
1.000 days of siege. The truce 
has halted fighting across 
most of Bosnia except for the 
northwest Bihac enclave, 
where MusUm-rebels backed- 
by Serbs from neighbouring- 
Croatia are battling the gov- 
ernment army. • 

In Washington, a senior 
official said the United States 
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French U.N. officers check together with Bosnian-Serb 
soldiers civilian cars tearing Sarajevo across the airport 
road Uwitiitp the Bosnian capital with the rest of the 
. gownsment-hdd Bosnia. The so-called “blue route” was 
closed since last July and reopened today for the first time 
(AFP photo) 7 

was breaking off contacts mer and again in January 
with the Bosnian Serbs be- refused to agree to a division 

cause of their refusal to of Bosnia into two almost 

accept a peace plan worked, equal parts, 
out by the “contact group" of The contact group 
the United States, Russia, amended its original pla 
Britain, France and Ger- which the MiKhm-Ied Be 
man y. man government accepted. 

“There’s no point in shut- give the Serbs the possibrli 
tling up the hill from of the corifedneation wi 
Sarajevo to Pale to listen to Serbia they had coveted san 
■the kind of crap which was the war began in. April 199 
dished out by (Serb leader France last week called f 
Radovan) Karadzic,” U.S. a new conference . bnngj 
Assistant Secretary of State together the leaders of B< 
Richard Holbrooke said. nia, Croatia and Serbia 
The talks with the Bosnian break the deadlock. 

Serbs were initiated last European Union forei 
month after mediation by for- ministers unanimously e 

mer U.S. President Jimmy doreed the idea Monday t 
Carter — a development the U.S. Secretary of State W; 
Serbs had belived played into ren Christopher was cool) 
their hands. “What the world dors 

Mr. Holbrooke said need is another overbuild! 
however Mr. Karadzic would, of expectations and to hr 
not be invited to a French- them dashed because nothi 
proposed peace conference happens," he told Reuters 

• unless he changed" 'hiri rtrindT' Washington; ' 

.and - accepted contact- to Pate; capital of the si 
group plan. ~ ’ . , proclaimed Bosnian Serb 1 

"The Serbs, who ooritibr public, Mr. Karadzic poui 
more than 70 per cent of cold water over the sumi 
Bosnian territory, last sum- idea. 


amended its original plan, 
which the Mistim-Ied Bos- 
nian government accepted, to 
give the Serbs the possibility 
of the confedreation with 
Serbia they had coveted since . 
the war began in April 1992. 

France last week called for 
a new conference . bringing - 
together the leaders of Bos- 
nia. Croatia and Serbia to 
break the deadlock. 

European Union foreign 
ministers unanimously en- 
dorsed the idea Monday but 
U.S. Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher was cooler. 

“What the world doesn’t* 
need is another overbuiidh* ~ 
of expectations and to have 
them dashed because nothing 
happens,” he told Reuters in 
Washington. ' v ; " 

to Pate; capital of the self;' 
proclaimed Bosnian Serb Re- 
public, Mr. Karadzic poured 
cold water over the summit 
idea. 


■•The meeting could ttuse 

no harm but the * 

what willies agenda te. They 
cannot discuss anything on 
our behalf, especjaUv k* 
(Bosnian President Ahja) 
Izetbegovic,” Mr. Karadzic 
told a Belgrade television. sta- 
■tion. - 

“The promise of confed- 
eration is hogwash. We 
our sovereignty and- when 
we get it. then we win decide 
what, we are going to do with 
iC* be said. " ' . . , . 

Meanwhile a political chess 
game Whose outcome coma 
be. wider war or new peace in 
old Yugoslavia is heating up 
as two implacable rivals pre- 
pare for talks and a rebel 
Serb minority debates, its sud- 
denly uncertain future. 

Croatia broke a long stale- 
mate in the game la^monui 
■when it ordered 12,000 U.N. 
peacekeepers to leave this 
spring, exposing rebel Serbs 
whose breakaway state has 
taken root behind a U.N. 
ceasefire line rineb 1992. 

Zagreb, countering suspi- 
cion that it is clearing the 
decks for war. announced last 
week that Foreign Minister 

• Mate Granic will go to Bel- 
grade soon for the first high- 
level talks between arch-foes 
Croatia and Serbia in the 
Yugoslav capital. _ 

Mr. Granic. expected to 
travel on Feb. 20, will seek a 
commitment by Serbian Pres- 
ident Slobodan Milosevic to 
diplomatic recognitio n - of 
Croatia, which seceded from 
the Serbian-dominated 
Yugoslav Federation in 1991. 

The Croatian Serb_minor- 
ity. which revolted over ^Zag- 
reb’s move to' independence, 
would lose its claim to 

• sovereignty if nationalist pat- . 
ron Milosevic acknowledged 
Croatia within its U.N. -rati- 
fied borders. 

An authoritative Serbian 
‘.source said Mr. Milosevic, 

: Machiavellian master of 
ethnic politics in old Yugosla- 
' via, how seemed ready to 
jettison at least part of the 
.“Republic of Serb Krajina" 

, tttfTO as. “unnecessary bal- 
■ust.” . ' •. 

Croatia is similarly con- 
vinced that Mr. Milosevic is 
so keen to be rid of econcpj 
’’ rafcally fuiriO(|s U.N. saou?, 

; , tite 'mipMed 'lbr fomenting:. 
Serb expansionist wars in 
Croatia and Bosnia that he 
will strike a deal with Zagreb 
soon. 



India’s Congress Party expels Rao’s rival 


77 7 .#. -AH 7 : 7 % 
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Police bold on to crowd barriers but bend 
.down to allow fans a better view of the Princess 
of Wales during her visit of the Kitamachi 

staff out in full force to cover public life a 
her every activity. As she forg 

“Despite scandals and a role as patro 
wrecked marriage, Britain’s anniversary < 
Princess Diana seems to en- . the British Ri 
joy unbroken popularity in a member o 
Japan..." Kyodo News Agen- commission r 
cy reported. tional Feder 

After a book detailed Cross and 
suicide bids, problems with Societies, th 
the eating disorder bulimia concern abou 
and the breakup of her mar- would react tc 
riage to Prince Charles, Prin- in a country 
cess Diana withdrew from marriages ar 


Senior Centre in Tokyo. Large crowds turner 
out throughout the first foil day of Princes 
Diana’s four-day officis] visit (AFP photo) 



yo Tuesday (AFP photo) 


public life a year ago. 

As she forges a new public 
role as patron of the 125th 
anniversary celebrations of 
the British Red Cross and as 
a member of the advisory 
commission of the Interna- 
tional Federation of Red 
Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies, there had been 
concern about how Japanese 
would react to Princess Daina 
in a country where broken 
marriages are still frowned 
on. 

But crowds of housewives 
turned out in bitter cold for 
the princess's visit to Hodo- 
gaya War Cemetery in Yoko- 
hama, a port city near Tokyo, 
where she laid a wreath of 
red carnations for 1.738 
Commonwealth war dead. 

Dressed in a pearl necklace 
and a stylish long black coat 
she toured the British, Au- 
stralian, New Zealand, Cana- 
dian and Indian sections of 
the cemetery. 

With 10 people including 
Britain's ambassador and de- 
fence attache, she sang “Oh 
God Our Help In Ages Past. 

“My hands are cold," she 
told Wilfrid Hall. 84, a for- 
mer British intelligence offic- 
er, who was wounded in Bru- 
ma and now lives in Yokoha- 
ma. 

“I'll warm them for you." 
he replied, and the two held 
hands as they talked in the 
field of dry, brown grass. 

Asked how long he held 
the princess's hands. Mr. 
Hall replied: “As long as I 
could.” 

Princess Diana stood for a 
while in front of a stone 
plaque commemorating Pri- 
vate Fredrick Earnest Gold- 
smith from Kentish town who 
was killed on Dec. 15. 1942 


aged 30. 

He was a member of the 
Middlesex Regiment, which 
has since been absorbed into 
the Hampshires, the prin- 
cess's royal regiment 

About a thousand people, 
mainly housewives, lined nar- 
row streets leading to the 
cemetery to cheer Princess 
Diana's arrival. 

“Many Japanese woman 
are sympathetic towards 
Princess Diana because her 
husband was unfaithful to 
her,” said Miho Aoyama, a 
reporter for a Japanese TV 
station. 

Earlier Tuesday the prin- 
cess, this time wearing a light 
grey suit and swapping high 
heels for white slippers, vi- 
sited an old people's day cen- 
tre in Tokyo, where die lis- 
tened to about 40 people, 
whose average age was 82, 
sing Scottish folk songs, in- 
cluding Japanese version of 
Annie Laurie. 

There was only goodwill 
for the princess from the okl 
people she met. 

“It’s a personal thing and I 
expea there are circumst- 
ances we don’t know about 
involved," said 92-year-old 
Sumire Sano. 

“Its a big honour to meet 
her. She is really beautiful." 

Jun Ashida, official desig- 
ner for Japan's Empress 
Michiko since 1966, had no 
doubts that the princess had 
come out of her marriage 
breakup a stronger and more 
beautiful woman. 

“She was once like a flower 
but now she is a real woman, 
who can understand other 
people's suffering because 
-I.* herself has UVCuvii.. 
great sorrow," the 64- year- 
old Ashida said. 


NEW DELHI (R) — India’s 
ruling Congress Party Tues- 
day expelled former Human 
Resources Minister Arjun 
Singh, a leading rival of 
Prime Minister P.V. Nara- 
simha Rao, the head of the 
party’s Disciplinary Action 
Committee said. 

“The committee has taken 
a decision to remove Aijun 
Singh from the primary mem- 
bership of the party for about 
six years," K. Vijay Bhaskar 
Reddy told reporters after a 
committee meeting. 

Mr. Singh was suspended 
from the party on Jan. 24 and 
later presented with a formal 
“charge-sheet” for .alleged 
anti-party activities and 
speaking out against Mr. 
Rao. 

On Monday Mr. Singh re- 
jected the party’s charges. 

Mr. Reddy said one of the 
six disciplinary committee 
members, A.K. Antony, had 
wanted Mr. Singh’s expulsion 
to be postponed for two 
weeks. 

“But we felt, in view of the 
elections that are going on, 
we should maintain discipline 
in the party,” Mr. Reddy 
said, referring to polls in six 
states beginning Thursday. 

“It is difficult for the party 
to win otherwise. Unfortu- 
nately, this issue has come up 
after elections were 
announced." 

Mr. Reddy told Reuters 
that Mr. Singh’s expulsion 
was not required to be rati- 
fied by any other party 
forum. When Congress has 


expelled members in the 
past, it has commonly re- 
moval them for six years as it 
did with Mr. Singh- 

Meanwhile brilliant multi- 
coloured pennants, speeches 
filled with pointed rhetoric 
and grandly decorated cam- 
paign vehicles are all gim- 
micks that usually accompany 
elections in India. But this 
ime, they’re missing. 

' As India’s western stake of 
Maharashtra prepares for 
assembly elections scheduled 
in two rounds on Feb. 9 and 
Feb. 12, the first of six state 
polls this month and the next, 
new rules have brought 
candidates down to earth 
with a bump. 

Posters that make fanciful 
promises and ear-shattering 
loudspeakers trumpeting 
candidates' plans have been 
outlawed by new legislation 
which makes offenders liable 
to fines. 

The colour and verve of 
previous elections have fallen 
victim in stringent measures 
introduced by the country's 
watchdog Election Commis- 
sion in a bid to make the 
democratic process cleaner 
and less corrupt. 

One initiative pushed- 
through despite opposition 
was the distribution of identi- 
ty cards to voters, begun in 
November Jast year but ulti- 
mately defeated by the sheer 
logistics involved. . 

The state machinery was 
able to photograph just 46.5 
milli on of Maharashtra’s 54 
■millirai voters, and only 31.3 


xnilGon finally received their 
cards. * 

But the Election Commis- 
sion has successfully arranged 
for video camera operators 
and government stenog- 
raphers (p attend campaign 
* meetings and record what the 
candidates say, to discourage 
them from making appeals on 
foe baas of caste or religion. 

Yet some mavericks have 
managed to find loopholes in 
foe election rules and exploit 
them to liven up drab' cam- 
paigning for an. election that 
could becrudalfbrfoe future, 
of the ruling Congress Party. 

Syed Bukhar ortbe centrist 
Bahujan Samaj Party hired 
an elephant in the crowded 
south Bombay district of 
Khetwadi last week, plas- 
tered campaign posters an 
over it and rode it around his 
constituency, . making 
speeches over a loudspeaker. 

The police protested. But 
Mr. Bukhar was firm. “I am 
not defacing public or private 
property," he said.' “Neither 
the elephant nor its mahotit 
(keeper) has -complained ab- 
out the posters." ' 

Election regulations ban- 
ned loudspeakers on moving 
vehicles'. Mr. Bukhar said, , 
but his elephant was ho vehi- 
cle. It had no engine. 

He countered the idea that 
he had not received pennis- 
sion for the procession. 

“rm nm leading a proces- 
sion. I can’t stop people fol- 
lowing me. Besides, a proces- 
sion is defined as at least five 
people. The elephant, the 


mahout, and myself make 
only three." 

The argument made per- 
fect sense, legally. Stumped, 
the police hacf to book Mr. 
Bukhar for obstructing traffic 
and ill-treating foe dephant 
by leading it down narrow 
lanes. He was fined 100 
rupees. .($3.18). - - . . 

Tighter accounting proce- 
dures for foe money spent on 
campaigns have forced vir- 
tually every- candidate to 
tramp from house to bouse, 


from voters. 

‘Tm exhausted and aching 
all over after my padyatra 
(foot-maith),” said Jitendra 
Joshi, Congress candidate 
from the northwestern sub- 
urb of Vile Paxie, “Whoever 
wants to go to the assembly 
has to wort: really hard.” 

A solitary red-and-white 
banner hangs limply over tbe 
entry to foe central Bombay 
campaign office of Manohar 
Joshi, a popular leader of the 
regional Hindu Shiv Sena 
party. 

“We’ve pat up just six ban- 
ners . in the constituency," 
said San deep Sjukre, a cam- 
paign worker for Mr. Joshi. 

li The limit on total election 
expenditure has been fixed at 
150.000 rupees ($4,781), 
enough to provide every vo- 
ter in the constituency with a 
campaign leaflet, and no. 
more." 

Most candidates have 
come up against officials un- 
sure how to interpret the new 
regulations. 


Japan a gain seeks return of ..Russian-held islands 


TOKYO (AFP).— Japan 
Tuesday renewed demands 
for foe early return of. four 
northern islands held by Rus- 
sia since foe dosing stages of 
World War II, as reports said 
the Russian foreign minister 
might visit next month. 

“It is very desirable not 
only for the two countries but| 
also for foe whole interna- 
tional community that foe- 
territorial issue is settled on 
the basis of the Tokyo dec- 
laration,” Prime Minister 
Tomiichi Muarayama said at 
a national meeting here. 

The annual meeting at a 
Tokyo hall. was sponsored by 
foe government’s Manage- 
ment and Coodinatftm Agen- 
cy and six organisations to 
I mart foe “Northern Terri- 


tory Day.” 

Jiji News Agency' reported 
thar Russ an Foreign Minis- 
ter Andrei Kozyrev was like- 
ly. to visit Japan early next 
month as part of a tour of. 
North East Asian countries' 
including South Korea. 

A Japanese. Foreign Mlnis- 


over foe four islands. 


Russia has said the issue 


Jiji said the Japanese side . should be resolved on foe 
was also hoping to use foe baas of “law and justice.” 

. I, U. fn . uni. J - 


fades with Mr. Kozyrev to 
rave the way for a visit to 

Russia by Mr. Murayama. 

Japan has been demanding 
the, return of Habomai. Shi- 
kotan, Kunashiri and Eforofu 


“We would like to streng- 
then national campaigns for 
die early return of the terri- 
tories,” Management and 
Coordination Agency. Direc- 
tor General Tsuruo Yama- 


j^uchiKud at tbe meeting here 
*=y were illcpJly ooaipied ^ attended 


countries were “adjusting *he 
schedule” bid dedinetf to 
confirm the. timings _ 
Mr. Kbayrev was to visit 

Ja pan last month, but pOS- 
poned tire trip amid ^growing 
tension surrounding foe con- 
flict in Chechenya. 


by foe Soviet . Union in foe 
dosing days of World. War n. 

In 1993, Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin .and then 
Japanese .Prime Minister. 


Japan and Russia, agreed MorOnro Hosokawa agreed 
last year on Mr. Kozyrev's tin a declaration here on foe 
viat in January as Tokyo need to settle the territorial 
sought a breakthrough in foe issue. 
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Some 1,500 representatives 
from, across Japan attended 
the meeting, which adopted 
an appeal for local assemblies 
to adopt resolutions for the 
-'return of- foe disputed is- 
lands. • 

Because of foe dispute, 
Japan and Russia have yet to 
sign a peace treaty to formal- 
ly «£d hosting during 
World War n. * 







Opinion & Analysis 


JORDAN 


Jordan Times 

A" independent At* primal pwtHafced H Esgfe* hr the Jorda, ht» Rmagn 

Etubtohcd ms 

", y I VjfWfl* jiuu i J l w «_i W ib/ 

ChainiiM of the Board of Directors; 

MAHMOUD AL KAYED 

Director General: 

MOHAMMAD AMAD 
Editor-in-Cliief: 

GEORGE S. HAWATMEH 

Editorial and advertising offices: 

Jordan Press Foundation, 

University Road, P.0. Box 6710, Amman , Jordan. 
Telephones: 667171/6, 670141-4 
Telex: 21497 ALRAI JO 
Facsimile: 696183 

■The Jordan Times is published daily except Fridays. 
Subscription and advertising rates are available from the 
Jordan Times advertising department. 


Haste at certain cost 

ON THE occasion of the convening of the 
51st session of the U.N. Commission on 
Human Rights in Geneva last week, Rene 
Felber, the U.N. special rapporteur on the 
human rights situation in the occupied terri- 
tories, came up with a controversial propos- 
al, an end to his mandate. Felber, a former 
Swiss foreign minister, would start a search 
elsewhere, other than in the field of human 
rights investigations, for redressing the 
admittedly grave h uman rights situation in 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

The basis of this proposal is, at best, 
troublesome since it relies solely on the peace 
process to improve the h uman rights condi- 
tion in the occupied territories. More so in 
fact since U.S. ambassador to the commis- 
sion Geraldine Ferraro immediately en- ; 
dorsed Felber’s idea and its rationale. 

We have no quarrel with the submission 
that in the final analysis the ultimate solution 
to the plight of the Pales tinians lies in success 
on the peace front. We do have a difficulty, 
though, in unders tanding the call for ending 
the mandate of the special rapporteur at this 
stage, when there are still grave human 
rights violations prior to reaching of a 
working agreement between the two sides. 

The Pales tinian* » 2 d the Israelis remain a 
long way from achieving peace and the 
continuation of human rights abuses can only 
hamper the attainment of the elusive peace. 
Thus it would seem to us that the best course 
to speed up the search for a panacea to the 
h uman problems in the occupied territories 
is to keep a dose watch on the human rights 
situation there rather than end current 
periodic investigations. 

There is another dimension also to the 
human ri^ts case that Felber did not 
address a* .J. Besides the promises of the 
peace process on which he seems to pin too 
much hope, there is also the question of 
democracy in the occupied territories. Surely 
the special rapporteur knows only too well 
that the ultimate solution to all human rights 
violations lies in true and genuine democra- 
tisation. This aspect calls for a dose and 
continuous watch with regard to not only the 
West Bank, which is still mostly under Israeli 
occupation, but also the Gaza Strip and 
Jericho area where there are signs that the 
human rights situation is anything but satis- 
factory. We therefore believe it is much too 
soon to end the internationally sanctioned 
investigations in the West Bank and Gaza 
and hope that the proposal to end the existing 
machin ery for reporting human rights viola- 
tions does not receive the support of the 
commission as a whole. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

A WRITER in Al Ra’i daily Tuesday said that Jordan's 
invitation of 35 Israeli parliament members to come to 
Amman and meet with His Majesty King Hussein and His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan represented another 
step on the part of the Kingdom to normalise political 
relations with Israel. For Jordan, said Fahd Al Fanek, the 
peace treaty has opened the door for normalisation of 
relations with the Jewish state despite the fact that Israel's 
actions and practices in the occupied Arab lands continue 
to come under criticism and condemnation. He said that for 
its part Jordan continues to back the Palestinian people's 
right to an independent state in Palestine regardless of 
Israel's views concerning this specific point. Noting that the 
Israeli deputies have complained that Jordanian parliament 
members were not present at the meeting with the King 
and that Jordanians did not welcome the visit, the writer 
said Israel is to blame for this situation because it has failed 
to respond favourably to the requirements of peace so far 
and persists in its hostile behaviour towards the Palesti- 
nians. As if to provide further hostility towards the Arabs 
and the U.N. resolutions, the head of the Israeli Knesset 
delegation was careful tc mention in his address before the 
Crown Prince that Jerusalem will continue to be the united 
capital of" the Jewish state. Israel’s adamant position can 
never serve the cause of peace with the Arab states, Fanek 
continued. 

A COLUMNIST in A! Ra'i daily Tuesday expressed the 
view that the new draft traffic law in Jordan was unba- 
lanced and unfair because it tends to lay all the blame for 
road accidents on motorists and sparing no blame for 
conditions on the road. It has been the habit and practice of 
the traffic department to blame the drivers for all the road 
accidents which continue to rise in number despite ! the 
penalties, said Husni Ayesh. The writer said that the draft 

on traffic failed to mention that the pits and the pools 
of water in the toads could be the iob * [of al : l«a P*" of 
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Ron Brown: A unique secretary of commerce 


BY ANY measure, Rod Brown has been a unique U.S. 
Secretary of Commerce. Over the past SO years, the 
individuals who have filled that presidential cabinet post at 
the Dep art me nt of Commerce have played rather insignifi- 
cant roles in the administrations in which they served. But 
that has not been the case with Rem Brown. 

Ron Brown-has transformed the traditionally ceremonial 
nature of the position. In an a dministra tion which views 
trade promotion as an integral co m ponen t of its overall 
foreign policy, Mr. Brown’s rede has been substantial. 

And while Secretary Brown has recently faced partisan 
Republican attacks from some members of me new 
Congress, he has received high praise from die normally 
Republican badness community. One such business leader 
recently said: ‘Tm a Republican, but I can honestly say, we 
in the U.S. business community have never had a friend in 
Washington like Ron Brown. He understands that die key 
to U.S. economic security is export promotion in competi- 
tive foreign markets. We’ve needed support. Hie Japanese 
and Europeans get that help from their governments. Now 
we have friend in Washington who s up p or ts our efforts.” 

Only in office for twoyears, Mr. Brown has established a 
high international profile as a globe-trotting secretary of 
commerce. Bringing delegations of U.S. businessmen with 
him, he has pro mot e d successful commercial ventures in 
China, India, South America and the Middle East. 

Now in the Middle East for his third visit to the region as 
secretary of commerce, Mr. Brown brings with mm a 
complex agenda of c omme rcial and foreign policy con- 
cerns. 

Support for the peace process 

Mr. Brown wOl meet with Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat, officials of the Palestine National Authority (PNA) 
and Palestinian businessmen in an effort to support the 
economic development he knows is critical to die success of 
the peace process. He will convene two business roundt- 
ables, in Ramallah and Gaza, at which he will bear the 
concerns of the Palestinian business community, especially 
regarding the impediments that have made econo m ic 
development difficult. But he will also brief than on the 
services the U.S. win make available to support the growth 
of small-and medium-sized business in the occupied terri- 
tories. 

While in Gaza, the secretary wOl also a nnou nce the 
opening of the first joint U.S.-Pakstiman business venture. 
In so doing be will spotlight the first successful project 
supported by the U.S.-bared Builders for Peace. 

In Israel, Mr. B ro w n will announce tire first projects 
under the aegis of the U.S.-Israel Science and Technology 
C ommis sion. He will also meet with Israeli government 
mid business leaders. 

During his stop in Taba, Secretary Brown will participate 
in the first ever meeting of U.S., Palestinian, Egyptian, 
Jordanian and Israeli economic ministers to discuss region- 
al economic cooperation and development. 


hi Kuwait, Qatar, and the United Arab Emirates, Mr. 
Brown will meet with heads of stale, minis terial counter- 
parts and the business teadersfaq; to, sign contracts for 
major development projects and to support further U.S.- 
Gulf business ventures. 

All in all, the -trip’s agenda is both compkx aod 
far-reaching, hi iwaHug his r h i i r l sojourn to the Middle 
East, Secretary Brown ts demonstrating his famiHari ty with 
the region and its leadership. The secretary also intends the 
trip to be a viable demonstration of the U.S. commitment 
to regional peace and long-term mutually beneficial trade 
relations. 

Prior to bis dep arture , Secretary Brown held a briefing 
for Arab-Ainerican business and community leaders at the 
Department of Commerce. At that meeting be outfitted the 
programme of his sec-country regional tour and listened to 
the concerns and suggestions of the assembled Arab- 
Americans. 

It most be remqpibered that Mr. Brown k no stranger to 
the Arab- American community — another respect in which 
he is unique. 

At the 1988 Democratic National Convention, Mr. 
Brown served as committee chair of the Jesse Jackson for 
presidential campaign. In capacit y he provided impor- 
tant access to Arab-Americans,jwh 0 m he understood had 
long been denied a role in tire Democratic Party. And in 
tire intervening years Ron Brown never abandoned that 
conumUrent to tndusiveiiess. 

I will never forget that upon assuming the role of 
Chaftman of the Democratic Party in 1989, Mr. Brown 
invited me to his office for the first official mating he held 
as party chair. It was a signal that the eacmsion of 
Arab- Americans from U.S. politics was to be a thing of the 


While be was party chair, Mr. Brown addressed Arab- 
American Institute co nf erences and, despite pressure from 
those who continued to feel threatened by Arab-American 
empowerment, he even travelled to meet Arab- American 
groups in different communities around the U.S. Mr. 
Brown was also helpful in securing Arab- Americans roles 
in the party, on its c omnriHe c s rod in the 3992 Cfiaton 
presidential campaign. 

As commerce secretary, Ron Brown has held numerous 
meetings with Arab- Americans — a first for any secretary 
of commerce — and has invited Arab- Americans to 
a cco m pany Him on each of Ids Middle East trips. 

When Bill Clinton won the November 1992 elections, the 
press immediately began to speculate on who the president- 
elect would appoint to fill his cabinet. There was one name 
high on everyone’s list: Ron Brown. 

As chairman of the party, Mr. Brown was riven major 
audit fin- the Democratic victory that year. When Demo- 
crats had lost hope that a Democrat could return to the 
White House, it seemed that only Ron Brown continued to 
believe that the party could win. And daring the intensriy- 
fought Democratic presidential primary of 1992, when the 


the accents and the traffic department layth^eon 
the authorities that are responsible for the condition of the 

roads. 


By Peter Smithers 

VICO MORCOTE, 
Switzerland — Since tire 
Council of Europe’s crea- 
tion in 1949, the feature 
that has set it apart from 
other intergovernmental 
organisations has been its 
insistence on respect for hu- 
man rights and a democra- 
tic form of government as 
conditions for membership. 

To such an extent was 
this fee case that two mem- 
ber governments, Greece 
and Turkey, were obliged 
to withdraw from all or 
some of tire activities of the 
council because their poli- 
tical systems and practices 
were for a time judged not 
to conform with these re- 
quirements. 

The council is now con- 
fronted with Russia’s desire 
to join. 

Conglomerate states 
comprising diverse ethnic 
groups have proved to be 
no longer viable in modern 
conditions. The Belgian, 
British, Dutch, French and 
Portuguese colonial 
empires were such con- 
glomerates. Smaller con- 
glomerates such as Yugos- 
lavia and Czechoslovakia 
have proved unworkable. 
A powerful historical cur- 
rent is now flowing against 
the few remaining con- 
glomerate states. 

Everywhere in the world 
people are demanding the 
right to live under their own 
governments in circumst- 
ances of their own choos- 
ing. This is in accord with 
the principles that originally 
inspired the Council of 
Europe and that most cer- 
tainly still should. 

The Russian empire of 
the czars, which was 
assumed and enlarged by 
die Soviet Union, was a 
colonial empire. It differed 
from others in two respects 
only: I he subject ethnic 


groups were contiguous and 
not separated by sea from 
the parent state, and tire 
unity of tire conglomerate 
was maintained by a brutal 
and ruthless use of force. 

Today Russia stretches 
from the Baltic Sea to the 
Pacific Ocean and is stiU a 
conglomerate comprising 
many ethnic and national 
groups. Some of these peo- 
ples were originally subju- 
gated by the czars. Both 
under the czars and under 
the Soviet Union, the 
Chechens were treated with 
barbarous cruelty. Under 
modern conditions, and in 
view of what is now hap- 
pening in Cbechenya, can 
the Russian conglomerate 
state be held together in its 
present form without the 
use of an unacceptable de- 
gree of force? 

Hie current events in 
Cbechenya make clear 
beyond doubt that some 
ethnic and cultural groups 
wish to enjoy the right to 
live under governments of 
their own choosing. A long 
history of brutal persecu- 
tion has failed to extinguish 
this legitimate desire and 
has, on the contrary, made* 
Chechens grimly deter- 
mined to separate them- 
selves from Russia. 

The events in Cbechenya 
will never be forgotten or 
forgiven by those who have 
suffered the death of 
friends and relatives and 
the destruction of homes 
and neighbourhoods at the 
hands of Moscow's troops. 
Inevitably tins wifi streng- 
then their determination 
zr? *••«* nf the in- 
habitants of other regions. 

The reckless destruction 
of civilian life and property 
in Cbechenya for exceeds 
anything even remotely 
approaching the conditions 
that in Greece and Turkey 
were judged incompatible 
with full membership in the 


Council of Europe. If the 
organisation is to retain any 
element of credibility as a 
defender of democracy and 
human rights, the following 
considerations should be 
conveyed to Russia: 

1. No state that treats its 
subjects with tire indiscri- 
minate brutality used in 
Checbenya oonkl be eligible 
to join the Council of 
Europe as a member state. 
The gross abuse of human 
rights and dignity are offen- 
sive to everything for 
winch the council stands. 
Given the unstable state of 
Russian politics, assurances 
for the future cannot be 
taken at their face value. It 
is tirecotmdTs plain duly to 
await their confirmation by 
events over a period of 
time. 

2. On the other hand, the 
council should make dear 
that it would welcome the 
participation of the Russian 
government in its inter- 
governmental work. This 
would be a temporary mea- 
sure onto the situation in 
Russia is clarified and sta- 
bilised. Such participation 
can take place without full 


membership . 

It would ill-serve Europe 
and Russia to seek tocon- 
fuse or evade one of the 
dearest decisions of princi- 
ple with which the organisa- 
tion has ever been con- 
fronted. 

Furthermore, there is no 
question of int e rference in 
the internal affairs to Rus- 
sia. The Russian govern- 
ment must conduct its busi- 
ness as it thinks best. But 
die Council of Europe has 
an inescapable obligation to 
maintain the well- 
established conditions for 
membership and to mair^ 
them dear to states ap- 
plying for membership. 

I am aware that several 
governments are of an opin- 
ion that in this ins tance 


principle should be sacri- 
ficed to expediency. This is 
what happened at Mhnkfa 
many years ago. The argu- 
ment is flawed even on 
grounds of expediency, for 
the Russian conglomerate 
state cannot be held 
together permanently by 
force. Such political sys- 
tems are obsolete and un- 
workable. 

The atte m pt to do so 
would result m disintegra- 
tion in chaotic conditions. 
This would be extremely 
dangerous and costly in 

terms nfhuHmn snf fanng Tf 
such an attempt wens to 
succeed, the world would 
be confronted with a giant 
military dictatorship. It was 
not for such a result that 
men fought and died in 
World War EL 

But there is a poticy that 
is in conformity with the 
principles of the Council of 
Europe and is also expe- 
dient: to encourage and 
assist Russia in the devolu- 
tion of power to. those 
etfanic remons that wish for 
■this, including independ- 
ence. 

At tire same time, every 
encouragement should be 
given to each ethnic region 
to establish and rnairitam 
dose relations with Moan 
cow. This would be of great 
benefit to both parties and 
is the only course of action 
that offers a hope of creat- 
ing a stable situation. 

The Council of Europe’s 
members have much, to 
offer in support of such a 
policy, and there is a good 
chance that it could be car- 
ried out. They should not 
be satisfied with anything 
else. 


The writer was secretary- 
general of the Conned of 
Europe from 1964 to 1969. 
This comment is reprinted 
from the Herald Tribune. 


canSdata attacked each othe r with 

conMntrt succeed mmafypg tire Dcnio anticPm ty^^^^ 

Brown provedthon v£ong- Wto 
rewantod Mr. Brown’s service with the seoetaiyof 
commerce post; there were agam some voices wnowon- 
dered whether a liberal Democrat and ® Afam- 

American conMperfonnweBra that rate -~and?gflffi - 

Brown lias proven Ins sceptics wrong and 
qualification for high ofBoe. And as I have noted, be nas 
turned sceptics in tire UJS. business community into ms 
strongest supporters. 

Mr.. Brown oversees ah agency of 36fl00 
wadring over 100 differed departments, with a budget of 
$3.6bunoa. The range of activity under the Department of 
Commerce is so broad that ft is, at times, bafffin g, ma uding 
such diverse organisa tions as tire Foreign Commercial 
Service, the U.S. Weather Service, the Bureau of Labour 
Statistics, and tire Foreign Broadcast Information Service 
(winch provides daily translations of radio and television 
broadcasts, and newspaper articles from every major 
region of the world). . 


ide as cere monial or as simply admunstrative, Mr. Brown 
has defined a new role for himself. In the post cold-war ora, 
in an economically interdependent wodd where foreign 
policy at times equals trade policy,. Mr. Brown has 
successfully sought to elevate the rote of secret ary of 
commerce into a foreign emissary for U.S. bi latera l 
economic ties with tire new major emerging markets 
(Russia, China, South Africa, the Middle East and India). 
IBs efforts have already led to over $20 bOtian in new U.S. 
contracts in those markets; but he has also won goodwill for 
tire U.S. and its mtemational relations everywhere he has 
travelled. 1 

Mr. Biown is currently under attack from some partisan 
Republicans in Congress for what they allege are critical 
impropri eties in some of Ms deatings before assuming Ms 
cabinet posfc Whfic .rite business dcab he conducted prior 
to his confirmation as s e cret ar y of c omm erce have already 
been reviewed and ap p ro ved by the various g ov e rnm ent 
ethics c ommittees , the attacks continue. 

Some fed that these attacks have more to do with 
denying Mr. Brown any future advancement than they do 
with any real past indiscretions. President Cfinton has 
reportedly considered asking Mr. Brown to head his 1996 
rectection campaign, and some hare suggested that, should 
Secretary of State Warren Christopher resign, Mr. Brown 
would be an ideal secretary of state (in fact, back in 1991 
some newspapers speculated he might be appointed secret- 
ary of stale). 



LETTERS 


lasuistry and eloquenc 


To the Editor: 


, ^ . . _ r . tat ca s qjs tr y should not.be 

substituted for HfostihitiatiqsDL^dteis, Jordan .Times, Jan. 
79). It is indeed very difficult, m the absence of proper 
statistical data (opinion poHTVt© gauge tire mood of a. 
people, as was ve n tured by Rami Khouri in Us article 
^Terror, colonialism, and violence in Priestine and Viet- 
nam, Jordan Times, Jan. 24). It becomes inevitable that 
one has to revert to assess m ent based on personal 
experience. But in order to fit assessment with other facts 
one must cany out ah analysis of related events. 

In my understanding of the Arab psyche; based on 
conversations with people from various watts of life, the 
b ackdrop to the ^peace process” is made up of varying 
extents of p eroe hang the following facts: 

— Israel possesses some four hundred thermo-nuclear 
warheads complete with defivmy vehicles that can reach 
the shores of China Gsrael/Sontfa Africa test p rogr amm e). 
Such warheads can bit any Arab capital in a matter of 
mnn»tes from the time of launching, with horrendous 


GUGUO KR {MU 

Why the Council of Europe should 

Such warheads 

put conglomerate Russia on hold 


— Israel has a mandate to import any number of 
immigrants that will hare, somehow, to bare tins space and 
necessary resources for ffieir su p port. 

— The “peace process” has been championed by a 
broker who can under no rizcamstances be called fair. 

— Arab countries do not have the necessary degree of 
org a m sa tionto support tfaefr views nrihtaray against Israri, 
or anybody elsefor that matter. 

— Some kind of acc ommodatio n with Israel is t he refore 
called for. 

— One of the largest sources of wealthin the world today 
“An*” oil, is being drawn out at a tremedons rate, with 
foiling revenues and without much benefit to the indigB- 
nons ^population. 

— The rchgious/cultural factor. This is probably the most 
diffic u lt to fat h om , but it can, at least in part, be explained 
as a backlash to the other factors. 

Probably, it is' through considering a combination of tire 
above factors, that one can cafl a certain group erf people 
(Bait lid) “terrorists,” “Freedom fighters,” “martyrs” or 
otherwise. It i^also well to remember that it is not unusual 
for the press (Renters, etc.) to pass judgement through 


A final word about tire writings of Mr. Kbonri in tire 
Jorda n Tim es. Many of Ms views are at variance with 
but I must concede that through Ms power of mtwn pft he 
has lifted, almost single-handed, Jordanian journalism to a 
higher status. •; 

Dr- Omar Mango, 
Amman. - 

Coming to grips 
with reality 

To the Editor: 


THE POLEMIC between Messrs Khomi and Hoarani 

seems to me to represent tbe schism between the West in 

^general-- and the Arabs when it comes to tbe Palestine 
problem. White Mh Khoori tries to delve into tire causes of 
things, Mr. Eoorani judges the effects on their own merits 
and does not fike what ire sees. But who does? Are wc 
happy with what the long years of endurance and frnstra- 
tiomhave done tio ns? How they have affected oar fedmm 
and psyche? Those, who understand power pofittemS- 
come— or mcnexonectly s- work ax orercomina — these 
nadesnabte effects and their frustrations, by rewrtinv tn 
pr agmatism . They fully realise that their ordeal will nrS uL 
understood, arid hare to find, and abide bTfoeSLZiS! 
to. coexist in. the wodd of today. ^>«*fonnnlae 

at an I 


r ~ ;•* i*i ' 

r. t* ■ 


Mr. Khouri to come to giS^th 

d* * 8 heaW * 
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In the grip of ‘Possession’ 


How do ideas take shape in an artist’s mind? Why are 
some thoughts nurtured and others cast aside? Here, 
A S Byatt looks back on the long gestation of her 
Booker Prize-winning novel, Possession 


THE BEGINNING of Pos-* 
session, and the first choice 
was, most unusually for me, 
the title. I draught of it in 
the British Library, watch- 
ing that great Coleridge 
scholar Kathleen Coburn 

ri mimamh nlafTTig the cata- 
logue. I thought: “She has 
given all her life to bis 
thoughts,” and then I 
thought: “She has mediated 
his thoughts to me." And 
then I thought: “Does he 
possess her, or does she 
possess him? There could 
be a novel called Possession 
about the relations between 
living and dead minds.” 
This must have been in the 
late sixties. It was the time 
of the nouveau roman, of 
the novel as “text.” 

When I first recognise a 
thought as the germ of a 
story, I form a shape, or 
file, in a comer of my mind, 
to which I add firings that 
seem to belong to it — 
quotations, observations. 
At that stage this Gestalt is 
more like the plan for a 
painting than a novel. It has 
colour and texture, though 
I have to think haxd to call 
these to mind. The nr Ges- 
talt of Possession was a grey 
cloudy web to do with the 
ghostiiness and connected- 
ness of the original idea. I 
think it was also to do with 
the nouveau roman, which I 
still visualise in that form. I 
imagined my text as a web 
of scholarly quotations and 
parodies through which the 
poems and writings of the 
dead should loom at the 
reader, to be surmised and 
guessed at 

The next decisive choices 
came in the 1980s when I 
was tewrhjng Browning and 
George EHot, and aiao lec- 
turing on Henry James and 
his rather, Henry James 
senior, a leading 
Swedenborgian. I had had 
the idea that the word posr- 
session involved both the 
daemonic and the econo- 
mic. Reading the Browning 
letters made me see that 
“possession” had a primary 
sexual connotation, too. I 
made a decision: there 
should be two couples, man 
and woman, one ahve and 
one dead. The novel would 
concern the relations be- 
tween these two pairs. 

My grey cobwebby 
palimpsest changed colour. 


It took on a lurid black, 
shot with crimson and scar- 
let, colours of passion. I 
was teaching that great 
novel. The Bostonians^ 
with its world of witches, 
wizards, mediums, and 
spirit-rappers and roaring 
radicals’ 1 to a gen era tion of 
students involved in the 
politics of gender, who dis- 
liked James’s tragicomic 
treatment erf lesbian pas- 
sion. It occurred to me that 
in the world of 19th-cent ur y 

g|M ri tiwHgm and feiiiinumn , 

possession had both its 
meanings at once. 

So there was a need for 
the 19th-century woman to 
be a lesbian, or to be 
thought to be a lesbian, and 
the 20th-century woman 
scholar to be a feminis t. 
What George Ehofs letters 
added to this texture of 
texts was the sense I always 
have that her real passion- 
ate self is splendidly absent 
from the letters kept by the 
people who kept them. 

Her love-letters, unlike 

those of the Brownings, 
were buried with her. It is 
the luck of an unusually 
devoted marriage between 
poets once separated that 
we have die Browning let- 
ters. There have been se- 
rious proposals to dig up 
George Eliot. There is a 
gothic plot, I thought, of 
violence and skulduggery. 
The Gestalt got more lurid, 
purple, black, vermilion, 
with flying white forms. 

I half- lmew that the form 
of my novel should be a 
parody of every possible 
form, popular and “high 
culture”, when I was asked 
to review Umberto. Eco's 
Rdkctkm oo lie Name of He 
Rot*, which com- 
bines medieval theology, 
church history, gleefully 
bloodthirsty horrors, reflec- 
tions on tiie form of the 
novel, with a hero who is an 
avatar or precursor of Sher- 
lock Holmes. What entr- 
anced me about Eco’s Re- 
flections was his pleasure 
(“I wanted to murder a 
monk”) and his technical 
reflections on the fact that 
detective stories and melod- 
ramas had to be written 
backwards. If you want to 
burn down a library quickly 
and irretrievably, yon most 
make it burnable when yon 
invent its architecture. 


I had been thinking a lot 
about the pleasure principle 
in art Azt does not exist for 
politics or for instruction — 
It exists primarily for plea- 
sure, or rt is nothing. It can 
do the other things if it 
gives pleasure, as Coleridge 
kuew. And the pleasure of 
fiction is narrative discov- 
ery, as it was easy to say 
about television serials and 
detective stories, but not, in 
those days, about serious 
novels. 

So my novel shook! be a 
parody, cot of Sherlock 
Holmes, but of the Margery 
Affingfaam detective stories 
I grew up os. It should learn from 
my childhood obsession. 
Georgette Heyer, to be a 
romance, and it could learn 
simultaneously from 
H awth orne, Henry James’s 
predecessor, that a historic- 
al romance is not realist, 
and desires to “connect a 
bygone time with the very 
present that is flitting away 


I added things: It should 
be an epistolary novel, 
which meant writing letters 
the scholars should find; it 
should contain early narra- 
tive forms (Victorian 
women writers wrote fairy- 
tales) and late ones (bits of 
biographies and critical 
“accounts” of what was 
going on). The Gestalt in 
my min d changed colour 
and form and became deH- 
dous, green and gokl, the 
colours of Tennyson ilhis- 
trations in my mind as a 
child, of dream landscapes, 
of childhood imaginings of 
a world brighter, more 
jewel-like than tins one. 

There was a huge prob- 
lem. I knew modern forms 
were parodlc — not only 
Eco bat the criticism of 
Malcolm Bradbury had 
been pointing that out — 
parodic not in a sneering or . 
mocking way, but as “re- 
writing” or “representing” 
the past. The structural ne- 
cessity of my new form was 
that the poems of my two 
poets, tiie most i mp o r t an t 
thing about them in my own 
view, should be in this no- 
Ionger ghostly text. And I 
am not a poet, and novelists 
who write poems usually 
come to gnef. Robertson 
Davies, the Canadian 
novelist, had written a 


Majority of Jordanians favour unity 


(Continued from page 1) 

could prevent the integration 
of both segments of society. 

It said that 68.7 per cent of 
the national sample, 56.4 per 
cent of the opinion leaders 
sample and 65.9 per cent of 
the camp sample believe that 
a “great degree of integra- 
tion” bas been reached in 
sodety. 

The poll said that a study 
of the polarisation factors as 
far as East Bankers are con- 
cerned are: 

— The concentration of 
private sector ownership in 
the hands of West Bankers; 

— East Bankers* fears ab- 
out the growing number of 
Jordanians of Palestinian ori- 
gin; 

— The dual loyalty of 
Jordanians of Palestinian ori- 
gin (to Jordan and Palestine). 

— And the lack of appre- 
ciation among Jordanians of 
Palestinian origins of the 
gains they made in the King- 
dom. 

As for polarisation factors 
for West Bankers, the poll 
listed the following: 

— The concentration of 
public sector appointments in 
East Bankers; 

— Hie disproportionate 
representation of West Bank- 
ers in government and Parlia- 
ment; 

— Keeping sensitive posi- 
tions in the hands of East 
Bankers; 

And the governments 

favouritism of East Bankets 
in the various fields. 

The poll, which was carried 
out by 60 students and analy- 
sed by a group of political 
scientists and sociologists and 
other professionals at the 
University of Jordan, noted 
that op ini on leaders were 
more willing to acknowledge 
these polarisation factors; 
43.6 per cent to 58.8 per cent 
of them recognised these fac- 


tors compared to 29.9 per 
cent to 44.5 per cent in the 
national sample and 20.8 to 
57.7 per cent in the camp 
sample. 

For example, 66 per cent of 
East Bank opinion leaden 
said that an obstacle to 
national unity is the “dual 
loyalty among Jordanians of 
Palestinian origin,” while 
40.9 per cent of West Bank- 
ers agreed with them. 

In the national sample, 

35.4 per cent of Jordanians of 
East Bank origin acknow- 
ledged this factor compared 
to 24.7 per cent among West 
Bankers and 22.2 per cent 
among refugee camps resi- 
dents. 

“Concerning the West 
Bankers’ belief that the con- 
centration of sensitive gov- 
ernment jobs among East 
Bankers is a polarisation fac- 
tor, 74.1 per cent of West 
Bankers in the opinion leader 
sample agreed with this 
analysis compared to 43.9 per 
cent among East Bankers in 
the same sample; 33.3 per 
cent of East Bankers in the 
national sample consider this 
factor a polarisation one. 
compared to 55.2 per cent 
among West Bankers. The 
percentage in the camp sam- 
ple was 51.6 per cent. 

More than one-fifth — 22.6 
per cent — of people sur- 
veyed in the national sample, 

74.4 per cent in the opinion 
leader sample and 20.1 per 
cent in the camp sample said 
the relationship between the 
Kingdom and the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(FLO) was marked by lack of 
confidence and enmity. 

Twenty-five per cent of 
East Bankers and 18 per cent 
of West Bankers in the 
national sample said the rela- 
tionship is marked by lack of 
confidence compared to 73 
per cent of East Bankers and 
68 per cent of tiie West Bank- 


ers in the opinion leader sam- 
ple. The camp sample was 
the least to agree on this 
conclusion with only 19.7 per 
cent reporting it. 

The trail said that 61.3 per 
cent of the persons surveyed 
in the national sample, 84.2 
per cent of those in the opin- 
ion leaders sample and 58.1 
per cent of refugee camp 
residents demanded that Jor- 
dan and the PLO improve 
their relations. 

These percentages break 
down into 56.3 per cent 
among East Bankers and 66.2 
per cent among West Bank- 
ers in the national sample, 83 
per cent among East Bankers 
and 85.4 per cent among 
West Bankers in the opinion 
leader sample. 

The poll shows that the 
percentage of those who did 
not want improved ties was 
higher among East Bankers 
in both samples, though it tiie 
percentage was low, reaching 
only 31.4 per cent in the 
national sample and 12.6 per 
cent in the opinion leader 
sample. 

Among West Bankers, 

19.5 per cent in the national 
sample did not want im- 
proved relations nor did 8.9 
per cent among opinion lead- 
ers. 

The poll said that the 
majority of the people sur- 
veyed believe the PLO 
should “show good will, 
coordinate with the govern- 
ment and pursue unity” with 
Jordan in order to improve its 
ties with the Kingdom. 

The majority of the people 
surveyed said the Kingdom 
should “show good will (to- 
wards the PLO), seek coor- 
dination with the PLO and 
support it” in order to have 
better PLO-Jordan ties. 

The poll shows that the 
majority of the persons said 
that it is the PLO and not 
Jordan which should take 


novel with a parodic libret- 
to made up of the poems of 
Thomas Lovell Beddoes. I 
said to the poet DJ Enright 
I was u smg 

the early poems of Pound 
that look as though they 
could be by Browning, 
“Nonsense,” he said. 
“Write your own.” 

So I tried. My mind has 
been full since childhood of 
the rhythms of Tennyson 
and Browning, Rossetti and 
Keats. I read and reread 
Emily Dickinson, whose 
harsher and more sceptical 
voice I found more exciting 
than Christina Rossetti's 
meekness. I wanted a fierce 
female voice. And I found I 
was possessed — it was 


actually quite frightening. 
The 19th-century poems 
that were not 19th-century 
poems wrote themselves. 
They fitted into the 
metaphorical structure of 
my novel, but were not 
nune, as my prose is mine. 

There is one further late 
drake I should like to men- 
tion. There are three, pas- 
sages in the 19th-century 
narrative which are re- 
counted by a Victorian 
“omniscient” third-person 
narrator. These three in- 
clude the epilogue, and teU 
what might be thought of as 
the most important, beauti- 
ful and terrible moments in 
the lives of the Victorian 
characters. 

I still receive angry letters 
from time to time from all 
over the world, saying these 
passages are a mistake — 
that I have deverfy tokl the 
story of the past through 
documents, diaries, letters 
and poems, and that I am 
breaking my own conven- 
tion incompetently. But my 
decoion v 'was very deliber- 
ate. 

It was partly polemical, 
for two reasons. I do be- 
lieve that biographies are a 
kind of shadow-play, and 
that what really mattered is 
likely to elude tiie piecers- 
togetber of lives. (Dors 
Lessing endorses tins view, 
mischievously, at the start 
of her autobiography). I 
also believe the third- 
person narrator has been 
much maligned in the re- 
cent past — it does not 
pretend to “God” — simply 
tiie narrative voice, which 
knows what it does know. 


‘ those measures to improve 
the relations between the two 
sides. 

The poD said there is a 
dominant belief that the 
agreements the PLO bas 
readied with Israel will have 
more positive than negative 
effects on Jordan. But it said 
the opinion leaders “were 
more convinced of the nega- 
tive effects than those in the 
national sample.” 

The negative effect, said 
the poll, wfl] be on the econo- 
mic field and on Jordan’s 
negotiating position with 
Israel, while the positive im- 
pact will be in enabling the 
Kingdom to proceed with 
these negotiations as a result 
of the environment “of secur- 
ity and stability which will 
prevail.” 

The poll reported limited 
optimism that the 
Palestinian- Israel talks wfl] 
result in the establishment of 
an independent Palestinian 
state in the West Bank and 
Gaza. 

The precentage of those 
who believed the negotia- 
tions will lead to the creation 
of an independent state 
ranged between 16.1 per cent 
in the camp sample to 19 per 
cent in the national sample 
and 16.2 per cent in the opin- 
ion leader sample. 

This view was expressed by 
18.1 per cent of East Bankers 
and 20 per cent of West 
Bankers in the national 
category, compared to 17 per 
cent among East Bankers and 
15.4 per cent among West 
Bankers in the opinion leader 
sample. 

Dr. Hamarneb said tfae 
pofl provides a “wealth of 
information that could lay the 
ground for an objective and 
systematic analysis of the re- 
lations among East and West 
Bankers in me Kingdom.” 
The purpose of the poll, 
said an introductory note to 
it, is to assess how East and 
West Bankers m Jordan see 
their relationship and to de- 



A STUDY IN GREEN AND GOLD AND BLUE: The Beguiling of Merlin (1870) by Sir Edward Burne-Jones 


And I wanted to show that 
such a voice can bring the 
reader nearer the passions 
and the thoughts of charac- 
ters, without any obligation 
to admire the cleverness of 
tiie novelist. There is a nice 


scribe tire “suspicions, fears 
and obstacles” that could 
prevent die integration of tiie 
two segments of sodety. 

Informed sources said the 
centre, which is the first 
academic institution to study 
the political situation in the 
Kingdom and provide data 


irony about this — the wri- 
ter and reader share what 
critics and scholars can’t 
discover. 

And tfae Gestalt now? A 
green and gold and bine 
bafloou, far away, untouch- 


on it, is planning to bring 
together a group of indi- 
viduals “who have contri- 
buted to the debate about 
Jordanian-Palestinian rela- 
tions” in an effort to further 
study the relations between 
East and West Bankers in the 
Kingdom. 


able. A writer can’t think 
about novels that have gone 
away. The Gestalt of the 
one I am writing, about the 
1960s, is a jagged harlequin 
pattern of coloured frag- 
ments and smoking bon- 


fires. Add tinne is some- 
thing weak about the narra- 
tive line, or tension, con- 
necting these,, that I’m 
trying to deal with. 

The Independent 


PNA police arrest dozens 


(Continued from page 


JX Brown: U.S. is committed 


(Continued from page 12) 


Palestinian delegate to the 
talks Nabfl Shaath told Reu- 
ters. He said the Palestinians 
would also seek direct trade 
access with Jordan and Egypt 
to reduce dependence on 
Israel. 

The two-day meeting, in 
the Red Sea resort of Taba 
and headed by Mr. Brown, 
aims to boost trade between 
Egypt, Jordan, the Palesti- 
nians and Israel. 

The Commerce Depart- 
ment in Washington said the 
aim of Mr. Brown’s current 
Middle East tour was to 
promote trade and invest- 
ment. 

“Our goals of economic 
cooperation and trade de- 
velopment are integral to that 
(the peace) process.” Mr. 
Brown said in Cairo on Sun- 
day. ‘To build lasting peace 
ana stability, we must ensure 
the region has strong econo- 
mic foundations.” 

Dr. Shaath, in charge of 
planning and international 
cooperation in tfae Palesti- 
nian self-rule authority, said: 

“We would like to use the 


opportunity of this confer- 
ence to open up trade oppor- 
tunities and (get) preferential 
treatment to Palestinian pro- 
ducts. in an attempt to focus 
on trade more than on aid 
which has not been forthcom- 
ing easily until now.” 

Dr. Shaath said the Palesti- 
nians would demand direct 
trade access with Egypt and 
Jordan to ease burdens 
caused by Israeli closures of 
Palestinian territory every 
time militants opposed to 
peace carry out attacks 
against Israeli targets. 

He said the Palestinians 
would present plans for de- 
velopment and call for joint 
investments and cooperation, 
particularly in setting up in- 
dustrial zones not only with 
Israel but also with Egypt and 
Jordan. 

Dr. Shaath said U.S. and 
Israeli calls for an end to 
Arab economic boycott of 
Israel “must be corrected to 
ask for the end of Israeli 
boycott and closure of the 
Palestinian territory.” 


ance Movement Hamas and 
Islamic Jihad men. the offi- 
cials said. 

All three groups oppose 
the lsraeli-PLO peace deal. 

“We have already 'taken 
major steps last night", yester- 
day. two days ago and we will 
continue. We will not permit 
these groups to harm, not 
only the Israelis, but also the 
Palestinians and the peace 
process.” Mr. Arafat told re- 
porters. 

“We will continue in our 
way to deal and to face all 
these Fanatic and extremist 
forces and we will not allow 
them to continue in these 
activities. But. I haven't a magic 
stick. But I do my best.” he 


said. 

Mr. Arafat has been under 
mounting pressure From 
Israel to arrest Palestinian 
hardliners. Israeli leaders 
have complained that Mr. 
Arafat's security forces have 
not done enough to foil ! 
attacks on Israelis. 

Nihad Abu! Ghosh, a lead- 
ing DFLP member, said the 
arrest sweep began at dawn 
when police rounded up 35 
activists out of 70 they were 
looking for. Police picked up 
10 more at the DFLP office in 
Gaza City around noon and 
took them by bus to jail. 

Mr. Abul Ghosh said many 
DFLP activists have gone 
into hiding. 


Arabs, Israel, U.S. open talks 


Envoy leaves for Riyadh today 


(Contferaed 

raises. The visit was de- 
scribed as positive towards 
better Jordanian-Kuwsiti 
relations. 

In tiie meantime, many 
Jordanians who were forced 
to return home in the wake 
ofr the Gulf crisis say that 
they were contacted by 


from page I) 

their former employees in 
Kuwait with a view to 
sounding out whether they 
were interested in renewing 
their contracts. 

Several hundred of the 
returnees have already left 
for Kuwait/ according to 
expatriate sources. 


(Continued from page 1) 

Taba talks as representative 
of the world’s biggest eco- 
nomy and a firm believer in 
the theory that. Middle East 
peace should go hand in hand 
with economic development 
within a free market. 

The Jordanian delegation 
is headed by Minister of 
Trade and Industry Ali Abul . 
Ragheb. 

In a statement following a 
preparatory meeting Tues- 
day, Mr. Abul Ragheb said 
Jordan’s participation in the 
meeting “reflects its keen in- 
terest m activating the peace 
process in the region and 
ensuring regional develop- 
ment.” Mr. Abul Ragheb 
stressed , the need -to; provide 
the means capable of impro- 
ving Kving conditions. 

He voiced hope that the 
meeting would come up with 
resolutions and proposals set 
to ensure regional develop- 
ment, which is a basic found- 
ation for just, comprehensive 
and lasting peace, 

Tbe formal session was to 


begin .op Wednesday. 

Secretary General ol 
Ministry or Industry and 
Trade Mohammad Smadi 
said: “We have come with.s 
lot of goodwill because wc 
believe that the people of tht 
Middle East must rapidly se« 
the concrete effects of peac* 
in their daily lives.” 71 

The Jordanian delegation 
had brought plans for a raajol 
road project, but would. noj 
reveal details, agencies re 
ported. I 

Israeli Trade Minister Mis 
ha Harish said that the roeej 
ing was a “logical fotlow-upj 
. to the frO-nation Middle Eas 
economic summit in Casad 
lanca last November. 

The Palestinian delegatid 
chief. Planning and Cooper* 
bon Minister Nabii Shaai 
? oped to ne gotia 
^ wilh the Unto 
^ I»8= 12), 

The Egyptian deleft* 
RW by Trade Mbtist 
wi h ™°! ld Mohamma 
Mjhmoua and included i 
mdnstnaj chiefs. 
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GCC oil earnings stabilise since Gulf war 
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(AFP) — 
Gulf oil earnings have 
oe«i more stable since the 
end of the 1991 war against 
Iraq because of less price 
fluctuation and fewer quota 
violations, official Golf fi- 
gures show. 

‘The revenues of the six 
•Gulf Cooperation Council 
■(GCC) states have ranged 
between $66 billion and $77 
billion a year since 1991 com- 
-parerd with a much larger 
gap during the 1980s. accord- 
ing to the figures. 

’ They stood at S70 billior in 
1994 compared with S74.2 
b;Uion in 1993. $^7 billion in 
-1 992 and $66.4 billion in 
' 1991. 

The figures were compiled 
"from recent repons of the 
-state-run Emirates Industrial 
Bank, the United Arab Emi- 
' rates (UAE) planning minis- 
try and central bank, the 
Saudi Monetary Agency and 
other official sources in the 


The • relative stability in 
earnings contrasts with sharp 
fluctuations during the 198Gs. 
Revenues topped $180 billion 
in 1%1 before they plummet- 
ted to around $45 billion in 
1985 and as low as $34.2 
billion in 1986. 

They stood at $46.8 billion 
in 1987, $43.6 billion in 1988 
and $52 billion in 1989. In 
1990, they jumped to $71 
billion as prices shot to nearly 
S40 just after the 19S0 Iraqi 
invasioin of Kuwait and some 
member states hiked output 
to make up for a loss of 
around four million barrels 
per day (b/d) due to a halt in 
Iraqi and Kuwaiti crude ex- 
ports. 

“The period after the Gulf 
war is quite different from 
that before the war,” a Gulf- 
based oil executive said. 
‘‘Prices were sharply chang- 
ing before the war because 
several OPEC producers 


were exceeding their output 
quotas while now most of 
them have no room for viola- 
tion as they are producing 
near capacity.” 

Saudi Arabia, the world’s 
top oil producer and expor- 
ter, is the only member of the 
12-nation Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Coun- 
tries (OPEC) with a large 
extra output capacity. At the 
end of 1994, capacity stood at 
around 9.5 million tvd com- 
pared with the kingdom's 
OP&C quota of might million 
b/d. 

Apart from prices, produc- 
tion by GCC states was also 
unstable. From a record 12 
million b/d in 1980, Saudi 
output plunged to around 
five million b/d six years later 
before it boosted production 
to eight million b/d in 1990 to 
reverse the sharp rise in 
crude prices after the inva- 
sion of Kuwait. 

The UAE produced an 


average one million b/d in the 
early 1980s as it was a re- 
latively newcomer to the oil 
scene. New major discoveries 
and capacity expansions en- 
abled it to raise production to 
1.5 million b/d in the mid- 
1980s and around 2.16 mil- 
lion b/d currently. 

The six GCC members, sit- 
ting atop 45 per cent of the 
world’s proven oil reserves, 
were behind OPEC’s recent 
policy of fixing its official 
output ceiling for a whole 
year to guarantee stability in 
the market. 

“With such a new policy. 
Gulf states expect oil prices 
to stabilise at their current 
prices or slightly higher in the 
next few years barring unex- 
pected developments,” said a 
source close to the GCC oil 
industry. “This, in turn will 
help stabilise their budgets as 
it wfl] be less difficult for 
them to calculate their o3 
earnings.’' 


OD prices averaged around 
$15.90 in 1994 compared with 
$1633 in 1993 and $18.44 in 
1992. In 1980, they jumped to 
more than $30 then dived to 
below $10 in 1986 due to a 
price war among producers. 

A breakdown showed the 
oil income has nearly stabil- 
ised in each GCC member, 
except Kuwait whose energy 
sector was damaged by the 
Iraqi invasion. 

Saudi Arabia’s income 
stood at around $47 billion in 
T994 compared with $433 
billion in 1993, $47.5 billion 
in 1992 and $43.6 billion in 
1991. 

The UAE's revenues were 
estimated at nearly $122 bil- 
lion in 1994, at $123 billion 
in 1992, and at $14.4 Billion 
in 1991. Omani and Qatari 
incomes ranged beween $4 
billion and $5 billion and 
between, $2 billion and $3 
trillion respectively. 


Clinton proposes largely 
unchanged foreign affairs 
budget, $ 246 b for defence union — analysts 


Turkey to benefit 
from EU customs 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
.President Bill Clinton sent 
Congress a $21 .2 billion fore- 
ign affairs budget Monday 
that would maintain most 
.spending levels and ending 
what the State Deaprtment 
calls a “debilitating decline” 
in U.S. aid over the last 
decade. 

The budget, expected to be 
a high-profile but not very 
lucrative target for Republi- 
can budget cutters, repre- 
sents little more than one per 
cent of total federal spend- 
ing. Mr. Clinton’s entire 
budget package introduced 
Monday calls for spending 
$1.61 trillion in the fiscal year 
starting next October. It in- 
cludes drastic cutbacks else- 
where, combined with a 
middle-class tax cut. 

“By any measure, the re- 
sources we are requesting are 
the bare minimum we need to 
defend America’s vital in- 
terests," Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher said in 
his budget commentary. He 
noted that international 
affairs spending, including 
foreign aid, has dropped 45 
per cent in real dollars since 
1984. 

The budget “ends this de- 
bilitating decline,” said a fact 
sheet on the request. 

“Last November’s elec- 
tions certainly changed many 
things.” Mr. Christopher said 
at a briefing on the budget 
requests. “But they were not 
a licence to lose sight of our 
global interests or to walk 
away from our commitments 
around the world.” 

Republicans who swept to 
victory in both chambers of 
the U.S. Congress already 
have taken broadsides at the 
foreign aid budget ard at ‘.he 
Clinton administration's fore- 


ign policy in general. 

Without American lead- 
ership, Mr. Christopher 
asserted, there would be four 
noclear states in the former 
Soviet Union instead of one, 
a full-throttled nuclear prog- 
ramme would be thriving in 
North Korea, Haiti would 
still be ruled by a dictator, 
Iraqi troops likely would be 
back in Kuwait and there 
would be no world or North 
American trade agreements. 

Overall, Mr. Clinton's re- 
quest represents a decline of 
$81 million from last year’s 
budget, a drop of less than 
one-half of one per cent. 
About $9.1 billion of the total 
request would go for interna- 
tional development and 
humanitarian aid. 

The president’s fiscal 1996 
budget includes: 

— $53 billion to support 
Middle East peace, mostly in 
maintainiogpast aid levels to 
Israel and Egypt. 

— $43 billion to support 
operation of die State De- 
partment and U.S. diploma- 
tic missions around the 
world. 

— $3.9 billion supporting 
economic growth ana stabil- 
ity and economic reform in 
Asia, Latin America and 
Africa. 

— S1.7 billion to assist 
refugees and disaster victims. 

— $1.5 billion to promote 
market reforms and demo- 
cracy in the former Soviet 
Union and central Europe. 

— $1 billion for global en- 
vironmental and population 
programmes. 

— $900 million for prog- 
rammes that promote U.S. 
exports, promoted as a 
means of creating American 
jobs. 

— $545 million for interna- 


tional peacekeeping. 

— $240 million for mea- 
sures against terrorism. Illeg- 
al narcotics and crime. 

— $170 million to work 
against nuclear proliferation. 

Senator Mitch McConnell, 
the new Republican head of 
the Senate subcommittee 
overseeing appropriations for 
foreign operations, wants to 
cut foreign aid by 20 per cent. 

Senator Jesse Helms, 
chairman of the Senate Fore- 
ign Relations Committee, is 
also expected to seek cuts, 
although spending is not con- 
trolled by his committee. He 
wants to cut half the aid — or 
$3.5 billion — that would go 
to countries other than Israel 
and Egypt. 

Central goals of the Clin- 
ton budget continue to be 
building democracy, advanc- 
ing diplomacy and promoting 
sustainable development, 
peace nd prosperity, Mr. 
Christopher said. 

He said the State Depart- 
ment has begun streamlining 
its operations by dosing 17 
foreign posts in the last year. 
The U.S. Agency for Interna- 
tional Development has 
dosed five overseas missions 
and will dose 16 more by the 
end of the next fiscal yeare, 
he said. 

Elsewhere in the budget, 
Mr. Clinton calls for 1,000 
new border patrol agents to 
deal with politically delicate 
illegal immigration. To cover 
costs, he proposes a new $3 
per car and $1.50 per indi- 
vidual crossing fee at U.S. 
borders with Mexico and 
Canada. 

The White House is asking 
Congress to approve $246 bil- 
iino for the U.S. Department 
of Defence in the next fiscal 


ISTANBUL (R) — Pending 
customs union with the Euro- 
pean Union (EU). back on 
track after months of doubt, 
will fortify Turkey's sagging 
economy and could acceler- 
ate needed social reform, 
economic analysts said Tues- 
day. 

"In the long-run this will 
help the Turkish economy hy 
making everyone more com- 
petitive and in the short-run* 
this will be very good for 
certain sectors." said a 
London-based fund manager 
with holdings in Turkey. 

The deal, which will lift 
trade harriers between Tur- 
key and the Union is ex- 
pected to be approved next 
month. EU ministers said in 
Brussels Monday. 

The plan was put in douht 
last December when Greece 
vetoed the deal, but Athens 
was apparently pacified with 
a promise talks would start 
after 1996 on allowing Cyprus 
— a third of which is occu- 
pied by Turkish troops — 
info (he union. 

The EU is Turkey Yfriggest 
■trading -partner, accounting 
for roughly 45 per cent of 
imports' and exports, and 
Turkish industry hopes the 
new deal will give it better 
access to the 350 million peo- 
ple in the union. 

"The union will also be a 
benefit for EU companies, 
which will have high growth 
potential in the low- 
saturated Turkish market." 
said En.re Gonen. secretary 
general of the Economic De- 
velopment Fund in Istanbul. 

"We also can expect a 
deepened integration with 
the European Union com- 
panies through more joint 
ventures and more franch- 
ises." said Mr. Gonen. whose 


group is studying the poten- 
tial effects of the union. 

Analysts said the customs 
union would give a sure boost 
to those Turkish industries 
reliant on domestic raw mate- 
rials and low-cost labour. 

The .textiles, glass and 
ceramics industries — 
already strong exporters — 
are expected to do even bet- 
ter with the fall of harriers. 

"We are a strong industry 
and we are already competi- 
tive. so we have always been 
the strongest supporters of 
the customs union." said 
Emine Acilan. an official 
with the Union of Textile 
Exporters. 

But consumer durables and 
cars may be hit hard by the 
lifting of tariffs, which ’have 
protected such sectors from 
competition. 

"You won't see a total 
collapse of these companies, 
but it's going to make it a lot 
cheaper (than it is now) to 
buy a BMW or a German 
refrigerator." said the 
London-based analyst. 

The union, which if 
approved would take effect at 
the start of 1996. could also 
speed overhaul of Turkey's 
troubled economy by forcing 
companies to trim waste and 
encouraging investment to 
boost competitiveness, 
analysts said. 

Local companies, no lon- 
ger protected by high tariffs, 
will have to streamline in 
order to compete. Exporters, 
freed from quotas, will be 
able to expand as much as the 
market cun bear. 

As important its the econo- 
mic gains, analysts said, the 
expected customs union 
should give u needed boost to 
Turkey's social transforma- 


OPEC 
benefits 
little from 
oil 

demand 

surge 


LONDON (R) — Tlie 
world’s seemingly unquench- 
able thirst for oil mil con- 
tinue in 1995 but OPEC 
members are unlikely as 
alternative suppliers continue 
to snatch the lion's share of 
this growth in demand, 
analysts say. 

Global oil demand is ex- 
pected to surge by one mil- 
lion barrels per day (b/d) this 
year, matching the steep 
growth in 1994, the Interna- 
tional Energy Agency (TEA) 
said Tuesday. 

But while OPEC is- ex- 
pected to hold its production 
at 24.52 million b/d until the 
end of the year as agreed last 
November, non-OPEC sup- 
plies are forecast to dimb by 
700-800,000 b/d, dimimshhig 
OPEC’s role m balancing 
world oil supplies. 

In its latest report the 
Paris-based IE A revised 
downwards estimates for de- 
mand of Organisation of Pet- 
roleum Exporting Countries’ 
(OPEC) oil and stocks in 
1995 by about 200,000 b/d, 
citing higher than expected 
non-OPEC supply. 

As rising ofl production 
continues to meet demand 
growth and producers scram- 
ble to maintain market share, 
the outlook for prices re- 
mains poor. 

The price of world ben- 
chmark brent around $17.15 
a barrel Tuesday, more than 
$2.00 below 1994’s peak. 

Consumption for most oil 
products, especially heating 
reels, has fallen to dis- 
appointing levels this winter 
as most regions in the north- 
ern hemisphere notched up 
higher-til an-seasonal temper- 
atures. 

This has left a glut of pro- 
ducts in storage and sent re- 
finers’ profits plummeting, 
often into the red, as crude 
oil prices held relatively 
strong versos products. 

Asa result many refiners in 
the United States and Europe 
have opted to bring forward 
spring maintenance program- 
mes by about a month, furth- 
er dampening demand for 
crude oiL 

Gasoline has also faced un- 
certain times, hit by confu- 
sion over new U.S. en- 
vironemntal legislation which 
has sent prices spiralling up 
and down since enforcement 
on Jan. 1. 

Last year several OPEC 
memebrs criticised British 
and Norwegian producers 
boosting their North Sea out- 
put to record levels while 
prices languished around the 
low level of $15.00 a barrel 
for North Sea Brent blend. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 





Andy Capp 



“Middle-aged men grow hair in 
the strangest placesl Either that or 
someone installed shag carpeting 
in my ears!” 


■utt‘n*Jeff 


an 





HELLO, JEFF/ 
YOU DIDN’T f 
BRING THE 
KEY OVER// 


I DID, 
/mutt; 

BUT 

you 

V&SNT 

HOME- 




THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
IS by Hand Amok) end Ifltai Aigbton 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one tetter to each square, to form 

four ordinary won)&. 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the swprfee answer; as sug- 
gested by toe above cartoon. 


Print answer hero: f J THE 


Finnish recovery seen 
accelerating but debt 
stays drag on economy 


PARK (AFP) — Finland's 
recovery from its deepest 
post-war recession now 
seems set to pick up momen- 
tum, but further, cutting of its 
public deficits and debt will 
be essential to keep inflation 
down and maintain market 
confidence in the markka, 
the OECD said Tuesday. 

The Organisation for Eco- 
nomic Cooperation and De- 
velopment .(OECD) pro- 
jected the Finnish economy 
to grow by 4.8 per cent this 
year — the highest rate in the 
OECD area next Ireland's' — 
and by about 4.0 per cent in 
1996, helped by improved 
confidence linked with Fin- 
nish entry into the European 
Union. 

Finnish GDP was esti- 
mated to have grown by 33 
per cent in 1994, -mainly 
thanks to the export boom 
that turned the economy 
around after three years of 
deep contraction, which re- 
duced real GDPby nearly 15 
per cent from 1990. . 

In a review of the Furnish 
economy, Che OECD recal- 
led that Finland was plunged 
into recession by a combina- 
tion of severe domestic and 
external shocks: The bursting 
of the credit “bubble” of the 
1980s triggered sharp private- 
sector balance-sheet adjust- 
ments and a banking crisis, 
which coincided with the 
world recession and tire col- 
lapse of Finland’s trade with 
the former Soviet Union. 

The export boom, fanned 
by a major depredation of 
the markka in 1992, now 
seems set to taper off, bat 
with the balance sheet adjust- 
ment more or less completed, 
the OECD foresaw- a pickup 
in double-digit growth in pri- 
vate sector investment 


It aid inflation was likety 
to remain subdued u» me 
with die official targe* levd 

of 2.0 per cent a year, white 

the unemployment rate, 

which peaked at 19 per cent a 
year ago, could narrow to w 
per cent by the end of next 
years as labour force growth 

remains weak. 

The OECD also experts a 
farther modest rise in Fin- 
land's current account sur- 
plus, which was up to an 
estimated 2.0 per cent of 
GDP last year. . . 

It said these projections 
implied a reduction in public 

. spending in line with the 
targets set in the 1995 budget 
proposal, and a narrowing of 
long-term interest differen- 
tials with German rates — 
which would require con- 
tinued low inflation. 

However, the OECD said, 
it was vili uncertain whether 
the. revival of domestic de- 
mand would be strong 
enough to . maintain output 
growth at. projected levels. 

It conceded there was 
“concern” that a sharper rise 
in Finnish long-term rates 
than in those of many other 
OECD countries might harm 
.the budding recovery in in- 
vestments. 

The OECD also cautioned 
that improved job prospects 
in-the dynamics export indus- 
tries might trigger wage 
pressures that could spill over 
to the rest of tire economy via 
collective wage bargaining, 
resulting in stronger than ex- 
pected inflation. 

Against this background, 
tire report said, “with the 
economy gathering momen- 
tum, the priority for policy- 
makers should be to streng- 
then fiscal dutciplme in order 
to consolidate the budget. 




FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 8 r 1995 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, , Carre# Rfgttter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) A fine day to get busy m 
improvements favour nuioandiiigs. Get the car deaned and in 
running order, qothmg deaned, etc. 

TAUKUSs (April 20 to May 20) Take the time this morning to visit 
the barber or beauty Shop so that you are rt best for meeting others 
for any creative expressions. 

GEMZNt M 2i JTiioagtns of UonK and family should 

be tqjpennost m your mind now, although yon may fold it necessary 
to be in themorid of busin e ss for your success. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to Julyil) Don’t waste a moment of 
tins day's fine aspects in making and keemng busmen appointments, 
g etti ng shopping done, buying and setEng* too. - . 

IDO: (July 22 to August 21) Yon most make a good i mp res si on 
upon higher-ups and km where the handling erf finance is concerned 
today no matter what your position or profession in Me may be. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septe mb e r 22} Start today to take those 
health and beamy treatments you've wanted to, so that yon wffl be 
your best and then can keep those imp ort an t appo in t m ents which 1 
are so special to you. 


order and fine condition, this is a good day to absent youradf from 
the social world and carry on earnestly with tasks m mind. - 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Be srirc to fisten 
attentively to the suggestions now being given yon by weft informed 
acquaintances. They will quickly bring your personal and busmen 
goals closer. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) If you are most 
coracicatioug m h a ndKng my one or business affaire, you can oow 
increase your prestige appreciably. This evening is good fig private, 
fcnfanite 

GAFVCORN: (December 22 to January 20) Search through your 
paper and' every other available source far the informatio n you 
require that vriu help you start an upswin g in aH of your business 


(Answer* tomorrow) 

YasteitJa/s J Jumbtes: OW* SMACK WJUHE BAUBLE 
I Answer Whai the pos&nandeSvsred to the salvage 
yard -'JUNK MAIL' 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Start today to look for 
more efficient systems for operating and keeping books so that you 
can make a greater profit. Have details of taxes; msuranoe, accounts 
at your finger tips. 

PISCES: (Fe bruary 20 to March 20) Your partnen have the 
planetary farce on their ride today so be sure to ally yourself with 
them ferny in order to gain benefits. 

Birthstone of February. Amethyst — Onyx 


THE Daily Crossword 


Across 

1 Director Rank ■ 
6 Retrain cySabie ~ 

9 Comedian SoN 

13 Curved 
mok So ga 

14 Lecher 

16 Melody 

17 Directs 
ISWenw* • 

15 Estate or 
number . 

20 Ahrays. to poets' 

21 Ireland 
24 Provides 
26 Humor or 

Ren*® 

.27 Diamond 


!!■■■■ mu mmm\ 
mmmmm nan mmm 

dll ililBBBBilBI 

aaBflfl mmm^M 
bbbbbb aaaBaaaa 
aflflBB aBBBB ilfll 
aBBB aBBBB 3BB 
dflfl aBBBB BBBB 
BBBBBBBB aBBBB 

^mmrnrn mmmmm 
■■BBBBaaflBB aafl 

aBBB aBBB aaBBB 
Jill a BBB aBBBB 

HlllflillilBlI 


□QQQ GQUUka OOQD 
aaaa □□□□□ onan 
□□□□□□aQaBBaaonj 
DHH QBQD □QQqqq 
□□□ a □□□□ 

BBE w H gaS^ 

□EHDQQ □□□□ ODD 

□QQQ EDUbS ddSh 
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U.S. seeks to boost exports to Arab Gulf states 


A review 
of economic news 
from the Arabic press 

— y 

Violators of 
labour law 
payJDlm 
in fines 

The inspection directo- 
rate at the Ministry of Labour 
has lined 20,338 institutions 
JD 1,058,92$ for labour 
violations last year. The 
directorate supervises 86,211 
institutions employing 
276,512 Jordanians and 
106,503 non- Jordanians. The 
directorate received 2,541 
labour complaints last year 
and managed to solve 2,092 
cases amicably (A) Dustour). 

☆☆ The Ministry of Health is 
expected to float tenders for 
contracts estimated to cost 
JDS. 5 million this year. The 
tenders will be to expand or 
set up various hospitals 
throughout the Kingdom (A1 
Ra’i). 

** The Telecommunica- 
tions Corporation (TCC) has 
started implementing the first 
of two projects to provide 
41.000 telephone lines to 
Zarqa governorate by 1997 at 
a cost of JD 25.5 million. The 
first project, costing JD 17 
million, will provide 20,000 
telephone lines to northern 
Zarqa (Zarqa AI Jadidah) 
Awajan, Al Azraq. Al Sukh- 
neh, Al Hallabat, Al Masam 
and Al Omari. The second 
project, which has not started 
yet, will provide 21,000 tele- 
phone lines at a cost of JD 8.5 
million to residents of Rus- 
seifeh and Musherfeh. There 
are 31 ,384 telephone lines in 
Zarqa, of which 1,458 are 
open for subscription (Al 
(Ra’i). 

☆☆ A new public sharehold.-.. 
ing company. Al Iqbal Com- 
pany for Printing and Pack- 
ing, is offering two million 
shares (worth JD2 million) 
for public subscription. The 
company, which was reg- 
istered at the Ministry of 
Industry and Trade on Dec. 
27, 1994, has a total capital of 
JD8 million and aims at set- 
ting up and operating a com- 
mercial printing press and 
packing plant. Key founders 
of the company who paid JD6 
million of the capitai are: The 
Bank of Jordan (JD 400,000); 
Tawfik Fakhaouiy, chairman 
of the bank. (JD 400,000); Al 
Saeed Company for Trade 
and Development (JD 

400.000) and the Internation- 
al Ggarettes and Tobacco 
Company (JD 200,000); Dr. 
Ashraf Al Kurdi (JD 

150.000) and Mr. Samir 
Theeb Anis Isa (JD 150,000) 
(Al Ra’i). 

trtr According to an agree- 
ment signed recently with the 
Ministry of water and Irriga- 
tion. the U.S. company Ecol- 
ogy Environment will be car- 
rying out a feasibility study 
for developing the Jordan 
Valley. The U.S. company 
was chosen from among five 
international firms at the re- 
commendation of the Minis- 
try of Planning after it won 
the highest points 1A1 Dus- 
tour) 


A committee from the 
Minisrry of industry and 
Trade, the Ministry of Plan- 
ning. the Jordan Export De- 
velopment and Commercial 
Centres Corporation, the 
Amman Chamber of Industry 
and the Federation of Cham- 
bers of Commerce is studying 
the possibility of establishing 
of a permanent international 
fair in Amman similar to 
those in Syria and Egypt. A 
decision has not yet been 
taken on whether to expand 
the current grounds of the 
Amman International Fair or 
to set up a new one. The 
preliminary cost of a new one 
is estimated at JD 15 million. 
At present the Amman Inter- 
national fair has on!y'5JNXI 
square metres whereas the 
land around it is 466.IM0 
square metres in area (Al 
Dustour) 

☆☆ Obtaining a telephone 
line in the Abdali area of 
{ Amman will not be a prob- 
■' lem within the coming rhree 
months as more than 12.<XKI 
new telephone lines will he 
available ro the exchange I A I 
Dustour) 


DUBAI. United Arab Emi- 
rates (AFP) — U.S. Com- 
merce Secretary Ron Brown 
will visit (he Gulf Wednesday 
to discuss reviving flagging 
U.S. exports to the lucrative 
market and seek more busi- 
ness opportunities. 

After visiting Israel and 
Jordan. Mr. Brown will ar- 
rive Wednesday in Kuwait, 
where U.S. companies are 
seeking opportunities in the 


fields of telecommunications, 
housing and electricity. *u 
U.S. official in the emirate 
said. 

The commerce secretary, 
who is to visit Qatar and the 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) Thursday, is accom- 
panied by the heads of 10 key 
U.S. firms which are either 
already doing business in the 
region or eyeing new con- 
tracts. 


IB J says yen isolated 
by growing influence 
of dollar and mark 


TOKYO (AFP) — The yen is 
becoming increasingly iso- 
lated from other currencies as 
the global marketplace heads 
for a bipolar system domin- 
ated by the dollar and the 
mark, according to the In- 
dustrial Bank of Japan Ltd. 
UBJ). 

By tracing the fluctuations 
of 1H major currencies over a 
10-year period between 19K5 
and 1994. the bank and found 
that Asian currencies, the 
Australian dollar and the 
Canadian dollar developed 
stronger links with the U.S. 
dollar. 

During the same period. 
European currencies had be- 
come more strongly linked to 
the German mark, a study by 
the hank showed. 

The study, contained in a 
new hook entitled: "What 
will become of the Japanese 
economy in 1995." said the 
yen has become a "great local ‘ 
airrency." despite the Bunk 


of Japan's efforts to globalise 
the unit. 

"It is unrealistic to think of 
Asia as being a yen economic 
zone." IBJ said, warning that 
Japanese companies moving 
production to the region 
would have to take further 
measures to minimise foreign 
exchange risks. 

The study argued that he- 
cu use of its isolation, the 
stability of the yen was be- 
coming a mutter of concern 
only for Japan. 

"Concerted actions to halt 
the yen's appreciation are 
less likely to he on the agenda 
of Group of Seven summit 
meetings." the hunk said. 

On the other hand, the 
Japnese unit's isolation has 
also made the currency less 
susceptible to turmoil in in- 
ternational financial markets, 
the study said, noting that the 
Mexican peso's recent plunge : 
had little impact on the yen. 
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Currency 

Did 

OfTor 

Bahrain! Omar 

1.1430 

1.3630 

Lebanese Ura° 

0.047950 

0.042860 

Sa&di Rlyti 

0.1862 

0.1332 

Kawaki Dinar 

2.3200 

2.3650 

Qaiari Rlfil 

0.1416 

0.1933 

Proud 

0.2000 


Onani Rlyal 

1.1080 


UAE Dirtom 

0.1402 

0.1925 

Creek Drachma* 

0.2125 

0.3250 

Cjprlet Pound 

7.4025 

7.5115 " 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the baying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar at midsession on the London Foreign Exchange and 
bullion markets Tuesday. 


U.S. 51.00 costs 


One sterling 


1.3972/82 

1.5324/34 

1.7174/84 

1.2974/84 

31.51755 

5.3020/70 

1612.0/3.0 

99.24/34 

7.4325/25 

6.7010/60 

6.0273/23 

SI .5570/80 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


They include Newport 
News Shipbuilding (NNS). 
which won a deal in Decem- 
ber to build a shipyard in the 
UAE. 

"NNS is currently market- 
ing a state-of-the-art frigate 
to several countries in the 
Middle East and is among the 
final competitors to build up 
to six frigates for the UAE. a 
project that could he worth 
more than SI billion." a U.S. 
embassy .statement said. 

Another firm is Oshkosh 
Truck Corporation, which 
has made considerable in- 
vestments in marketing in the 
UAE. Kuwait and Ej^pt. 

Oshkosh sales 

potential in the U*AE at 
around S300 million and said 
it would seek large sales of 
heavy duty tactical trucks in 
the UAE und Kuwait during 
Mr. Brown's visit, according 
to the U.S. embassy in Abu 
Dhabi. 

"Oshkosh also hopes to 
look into substantial opportu- 
nities for commercial airport 
rescue and fire fighting vehi- 


cles. construction and de- 
fence trucks.” the embassy 
said. 

Mr. Brown's delegation in- 
cludes Bruce Coles, president 
of Stone und Webster Inc. 
which is seeking construction 
opportunities in the region. 

U.S. embassy officials said 
the company was bidding for 
projects in the UAE. Kuwait 

and Qatar. They said the 

projects, involving gas and 
refinery expansions, would 
he awarded this year. 

A company statement said 
the mission would provide an 
opportunity to talk with poli- 
cy and decision makers "to 
demonstrate Stone and 
Webster's interest and com- 
mitment to the countries and 
clients being visited." 

The statement gave mi de- 
tails of the projects but .the 
UAE invited lack ; for doubl- 
ing the output capacity of its 
key nil refinery at Ruwais 
from around I20.1XX) barrels 
per day. it also plans to set 
up a domestic gus-network as 
the Gulf nation is gradually 


switching from oil to gas, a 
cleaner source of energy. 

Qatar has also embarked 
on one of the biggest li- 
qut:>ed natural gas (LNCi) 
projects in rhe world to tap its 
giant North gas field. The 
U.S. company Mobil is in- 
volved in one of the project 
that will eventually produce 
more than 10 million tonnes 
per year. 

Another company. 
.Occidental Petroleum Cor- 
poration. one of the biggest 
oil firms in the world, has 
also set its eyes on the re- 
gion's energy industry. 

The U.S. embassy quoted 
the company as saying it 
hoped during this visit to 
encourage foreign govern- 
ments to "offer opportunities 
for oil and gas exploration 
and enhanced oil recovery 
projects." 

Embassy officials said Mr. 
Brown would also hold talks 
on bolstering commercial 
linkss when he arrives for his 
first visit to the UAE Thurs- 
day. 
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COMPART ’S SAME 


ARAB BARK 

JORDAN NATXORAL BARK 
JORDAN MAXXOBAL BASK / NEW 
KXDDLE BAST XHVBSTHS8T BARK. 

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT BANK 
THE BOUNINS BANK 
JORDA N KUWAIT BANK 
JORDAN GULP BANK 
JORDAN ISLAMIC BANK 
BUSINESS BANK 

BEIT KLKAL SAVINGS INVESTMENT FOR BOU SIN G 
AMMAN BANK POT INVESTMENT 
ARAB BANKING CORPORATION/ JORDAN 
PHILADELPHIA INVESTMENT HARK. 


VALUE 

TRADED 

JD 


FSKV. CLOSES 
CLOSER PRICE 
PRICE 


184. 500 

184.500 

4.210 

4.150 

4.100 

4.000 

1.470 

1.440 

2.760 

2.650 

5.950 

5.950 

2.970 

2.950 

1. 420 

1.370- 

3.730 

3.700. 

3.500 

3.480 

3.120 

3.100 

1.300 

1.280 

4.150 

4.150 

1.440 

1.390 


BANKS 


SECTOR 


JORDAN FRENCH INSURANCE 


I H SO & A 


SECTOR 


IN DE X NUMBER: 157.04 
CHANGE l -0.38* 


1145 2.350 2.290 


ZHDKX NUMBER! 135.55 
‘CBANUE t -0.28* 


JORDANIAN ELECTRIC PO WER 
JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER /HR* 

ARAB 3VXERNRTI0NAL HOTELS 
RATIONAL PORTFOLIO SEC UR IT IE S 
UNITED MIDDLE EAST A COM M ODORE BOTKLS 
ARAB INTER. FOR INV E S T M ENT & EDUCATION 


SERVICES 


SECTOR 


INDEX NUMBER: 128.00 
CHANGE t -O.B1* 


THE JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 
THE ARAB POTASH/ NEW 
JORDAN PETROLEUM HKPTNAHT 
THE JORDAN WORST E D HILLS 
ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL KANUFACTUSXHO 
JOR DAN W UHTXMB S PACKING 
SPINNING C WEAVING 
HAFIA INDUSTRIES 

DAR AL DAHA DEVELOPMENT G INVESTMENT 

arab 'uvumuT a mnancnL trade 

ARAB ALUMINIUM INDUSTRY 

LIVEST OCK S POU L T R Y . ... 

INTERMEDIATE PSTRO-CHOIICAL INDUSTRIES 

ALADDIN muSTRIBS 

ARAB CENTER FOR PHAHM. & CHEMICALS 

UNIVERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 

JORDAN INDUSTRIAL RESOURCES CO. 

INDUSTRIAL SECTOR 


GRAND TOTAL 


NO. OF TRADED SHAKES IN PARALLEL MARKET 
VALUE TRADED IN PARALLEL MARKET 


6693 2.600 2.550 

• 2082 4.000 3.990 

8372 1.950 1.900 

191536 INDEX HUMBER: 122.36 
CHANGE 1 -0.48* 

3)24854 INDEX HUMBER: 140.62 
CHANGE ; >-0.45* 


153358 

156857 



FOR RENT 

Many apartm en ts and vfllas 
furnished and unfurnished. 
We also have many listings of 
Vidas, flats, and txikfing lots 


A SECURE 

Hotel 

Sweiflyeln 




Commercial and 
— residential. 

For more details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel. 810605/810609 
810520 
Fax: 810520 


j ^^ r Tbl.O.TEL 

^SECURITY 
HOSPITALITY 
| I -^GASTRONOMY | ! 

All Suites Hotel 

FLAT -O. TEL 

4 .. i,t.A A A > ’AM 4 
I.lJa gpiUfc Aj&jLtB 

863944 - 8*16690 


Cafe* 

Hamburgers + Pizzas 

ELITE CAFE* 

Sweifiyeh 



Deluxe Villas 
fie Apartments 
in Amman. 


|;)t. at Amman - first circ!<’ 
)));u»siu I KAO t MU \>SY 

ILL.: 654205 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hoar Service 

Develop your cokmr fihtt at 
our shop and geu- 


JUMBO photo 

m 30% larger 


REAL ESTATE 


Fax. 864231 


RENTA 

RELIABLE CAR 
AT A 

RELIABLE PRICE 

TEL* 6/ 81 9676 FAX: 6/ 619676 
ABDOUN 

19 FAWZI AL-MALJa ST. 

P.ODOX : 960643 
AMMAN 11196 JORPAfi- 
WE HAVE NO OTHER BRANCHES 


Raw material prices 
find a fragile floor 
after fund exodus 


LONDON (R) — Bargain 
huntes restored a fragile sta- 
bility to shocked world com- 
modity markets Tuesday af- 
ter a ‘sell-off by speculators 
and investment funds. 

But expert opinion was di-. 

. vided on whether the past .15 
months' inflationary "bull 
run" in raw materials might . 
resume. 

An exodus of the -fond 
money that had earlier fuel- 
led the commodity boom sent 
prices tumbling Monday on 
everything from copper 
through sugar to crude oh.. 

One view now is that supp- 1 
ly and demand are still in a 
tight enough balance: to sup- 
port a gradual return to 
stronger prices, particularly 
in the key base-metals sector. 

Selling there was. taken the 
flagship, cooper. ' down by 
almost 10 per cent from a 
5-%-year high hit in mid- 
January. 

"Yesterday was black 
Monday for base-metal 
prices." said brokerage Mac- 
quarie Equities. 

But it adds that consumer 
buying of the kind that 
helped prices Tuesday is like- 
ly to stabilise markets "after 
the current surge of fund 
selling dissipates." 

A contrary view is that 
supply/demahd fundamentals 
will not alone buoy up com- 
modities if the fond managers 
just decide — as some did 
this week — that revived 
bond and equity markets are. 
now a better place 'to put 
their money. 

"It will be a difficult thing 
to repair the damage." said 
Cliff Green of Trend Analy- 
sis. _ ■ • 

Economists say that Higher 
interest rates npw in place in 


the United States and else- 
where may already be braking 
the economic rebound mat 
has fired up raw-material de- 

One trigger for the sell-off 
seems ro have been U.S. data 
on Fridy showing a rise in 
unemployment, seen as an- 
indicator that the economy 
may be slowing and that 
bonds are set to rally. 

Tokai Bank Europe, 
however, argues that it would 
need, a substained economic 
slowdown to stop commod- 
ities aoing up by perhaps 25 
per cent more thus year. 

"Only a substained slow- 
! down in OE(TD industrial 
production growth to below 
three per cent fyear on year) 
would be sufficient, on a his- 
torical basis, to prevent furth- 
er rises in commodity 
prices." its latest internation- 
al economic bulletin says. 

London Metal Exchange 
copper traded Tuesday just 
above £2.825 per tonne, that 
was up from a 1995 low of 
- £2.780 on Monday but still 
for below the mid-January 
high at £3.081. . 

Aluminium was assisted 
Tuesday by news of another 
big draw, of 13.925 tonnes, 
on London, warehouse 
stocks. It traded a Sit) or so 
above Monday's close of 
£2.050. 

Gold was steady just above 
£375 per ounce. Bendimark 
Brent , blend of North Sea 
erode oil stood easier by 
some 25 cents from the start 
of the week to be discussed 
around £17.10 per barrel. 

Coffee, cocoa and sugar 
were steady in early London 
trading after sharp New 
York-led foils Monday. 


Kuwait banks said to 
regain dinar/foreign 
exchange role 


KUWAIT (R) — Three 
Kuwaiti banks and a branch .. 
of a Bahrain-based bankliave 
won permission to trade : the ' 
Kuwaiti dinar on foreign ex- 
changes for their own 
account for the first time 
since the 1991 Gulf war, 
banking sources said Mon- 
day. 

They said National Bank of • 
Kuwait (NBK), Gulf Bank, 
Burgan Bank and the local 
branch of Bahrain-based 
Bank of Bahrain and Kuwait 
(BBK) received central bank 


authopsatfon-m late -1994. - 

The •sO’MP&x added^ttifiT 
NBK abd’Gzfif, the emir &fcV 
twb^biggdst commercial 
banks, have also received 
central bank permission to 
trade interest rate derivatives 
for their own account for the 
fist time since the Gulf crisis! 

The reforms are part of a 
central bank plan to streng- ; 
then the - profitability and 
competitiveness of a banking - 
system slowly recovering 
from war losses and long- 
standing debt problems. ; 


Quality Runished Flats 



On# and Two Bedroom* 
Reasonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 
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MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

The Best Cooking, 
Best Service. 

Best .Atmosphere in Amman 
Deir Ghbar - American 
Embassy Str. near Baytuna 
.. Housing Estate 
Open from: 

12 noon - 3s30 pjn. 

&30 - 11X0 pun. 
TeU 891839 


• From onlorgt 

moot 20 x 30 cm 


Shmrisaai-^Opp. C 

Bank. Phone: m)40< 
Swefiefa tel: 823891 


One ounce of gold £375.10/375.60 
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i Spanish tennis star Arantxa Sanchez Vicario daring her tennis training session on Monday 
; (AFP photo) 

Sanchez-Vicario becomes No. 1 


- ST. PETERSBURG 
'Agencies) — Arantxa 
i Sanchez- Vicario of Spain 
replaced Germany's Steffi 
! Graf on Monday as the top 
ranked women's tennis 
: player in the world. 

I Sanchez assumed the 
number one ranking for the 
first time in her career 
when the ailing Graf lost 
! points for failing to defend 
her title to Tokyo last 
! week. Sanchez has 
! 307.9131 points and Graf 
: has 289.1963. 

Graf, who has not played 
this year due to a calf in- 
jury, also lost all her points 
for failing to defend her 
i title at the Australian Open 
! ihe previous week. 

Sanchez reached The fin- 
als of the Australian Open 
where she was defeated by 
Mary Pierce. 

The calf injury is the 
latest in a series of setbacks 
for Graf. 

i Graf suffered a back in- 
{ jury during the Canadian 
| Open in August. She man- 
i aged to make the finals of 
■ the U.S. Open but lost to 
! Sanchez- Vicario in three 
i sets when her back injury 
; flared up again, 
j Graf tried to return for 
the season-ending Virginia 
< Slims champions in New 
York but lost to Pierce in 
her second match. 

That loss capped Grafs 
least productive season- in 
; recent years. The Austra- 
i iian Open was her only 
Grand Slam victory of the 
year. She lost to Pierce at 
the French Open, was up- 
J set in the opening round at 
Wimbledon by Lori McNeil 
and was beaten by Sanchez 
in the finals at the U.S. 

Lone 
Atlantic 
swimmer 
nears land 

PARIS (AFP) — Guy De- 
lage the 42-year-old French- 
man trying to swim alone 
across the Atlantic, has near- 
ly reached the West Indian 
island of Barbados after 53 
days in the water. 

He is expected to sight land 
on Wednesday and to reach 
the shore either an Thursday 
or Friday after swimming or 
drifting aboard his raft for 
almost 3,900 kilometres. 

Since setting out on De- 
cember 16 from Cape Verde 
off West Africa, Delage has 
swum for an average of seven 
hours a day. The rest of the 
time, he has spent aboard his 
hi-tech raft where he can 
sleep, cook and communicate 
via the telephone and a fax 
machine. 

It took Delage several days 
to get his body acclimatised 
to life in the ocean and half 
way across he said he had lest 
ei«ht to 10 kilogrammes in 
weicht de?2ite having stock- 
ed up with extra fat before 
setting out. 


Open. 

Graf to make Paris 
comeback 

Steffi Graf will have a 
special point to prove when 
she returns from injury to 
competition for the first 
time this year as top seed at 
next week’s 5430,000 
women's indoor Paris 
Open. 

Dethroned as world 
number one by Spain's 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario in 
this week’s rankings. Graf 
will be eager to reassert her 
authority after missing the 
season’s opening events be- 
cause of a nagging back 
injury. 

And she will be seeded to 
meet her arch-rival. Mary 
Pierce, in the final. Pierce 
will be making her first 
appearance in front of 
home fans since her 
triumph at the Australian 


Open. 

Pierce, currently third in 
the rankings, notched op 
shock victories over the 25- 
year-old German at last 
year’s French Open and the 
end-of-season Virginia 
Slims Championships in 
New York. 

“As far as we are con- 
cerned Steffi is definitely 
going to be playing,” orga- 
nisers said on Tuesday, 
scotching reports that Graf 
may make an 11th hour 
withdrawal from the 32- 
player tournament which , 
was won last year by Martn 
na Navratilova. 

Other players who will 
be bidding for the $79,000 
first prize include former 
Wimbledon finalist Jana 
Novotna of the Czech Re- 
public, Bulgaria's Mag- 
dalena Maleeva and 
Switzerland’s teenage pro- 
digy Martina Hingis. 


Leading women’s rankings 

1. Arantxa Sanchez Vicario (Spain) 

2. Steffi Graf (Germany) 

3. Mary Pierce (France) 

4. Concfaita Martinez (Spain) 

5. Jana Novotna (Czech Repu b lic) 

6. Lindsay Davenport (U.S.) 

7. Gabrieb Sabatini (Argentina) 

8. Natasha Zvereva (Belarus) 

9. Knnflto Date (Japan) 

10. Alike Huber (Germany) 

11. Magdalena Maleeva (Bulgaria) 

12. Iva Mfljjofi (Croatia) 

13. Brenda Schultz (Netherlands) 

14. Naoko Sawamatso (Japan) 

15. Axny Frazier (CJ.S.) 

16. Sabine Hack (Germany) 

17. Lori McNeil (U.S.) 

18. Julie Halard (France) 

19. Mary Joe Fernandez (U.S.) 

20. Amanda Coetzer (South Africa). 


1 .o.f 

Nagano determined to host Winter Olympics 


NAGANO (AFP) — Naga- 
no, where the Winter Olym- 
pics will be held in exactly 
throe years, has sought to 
reassure international sports 
leaders that the Kobe earth- 
quake, or other tremors, will 
not affect the games. 

The city leaders are trying 
to remain as calm as possible 
while the rest of the country 
is in a state of near panic over 
the devastation in Kobe and 
who will pay the trill a to re- 
build the city. 

“Everything is going well 
as planned,’ Nagano Mayor 
Tasuku Tsukada told AFP. 
“As Nagano is for from the 
damaged areas, there is no 
problem about holding the 
Olympic Gaines here.” 

Two days after the killer 
quake, Tsukuda courteously 
turned down one offer from 

Clinton 

extends 

baseball 

deadline 

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
President Clinton’s deadline 
for settling the Major League 
Baseball strike came and 
went without agreement. 

Presidential mediator W J. 
Usery did not present his 
plan for a settlement. 

Players filed another unfair 
labour practice charge with 
die national labour relations 
board. 

All in all, Monday was not 
exactly a burner day Cor the 
old ball game. 

“It’s just a few hundred 
folks trying to figure out how 
to divide nearly S2 billion,'’ 
Clinton said. “They ought to 
be able to figure that out.” 

Clinton’s deadline of 5 
p.m. local time (22000 GMT) 
for an agreement passed 
without Usery presenting his 
terms for a solution. Usery 
said his recommendations 
would be ready at 3 p.m 
(2000 GMT) Tuesday. 

“We simply ran oat of 
time.” Usery said. “I refuse 
to be pessimistic, although it 
is very difficult to seem to 
find a voluntary agreement 
t between the parties.” 

No matter what he did, 
Usery could not persuade 
players and owners to meet 
with each other Monday. 
They did not speak for the 
second straight day, even af- 
ter Clinton ordered them to 
try to solve the dispute them- 
selves. 

Today, according onion 
head Donald Fehr, Usery 
hoped to give suggestions to 
both sides about how they 
might resolve their differ- 
ences. Later, Usery planned 
to take his proposal to die 
president. 

Usery met separately with 
each side after returning from 
the White House. Though be 
has been staying up until the 
early-morning hours for a 
week while trying to get a 
deal, Usery turned in well 
before midnight. 

It was uncertain what Clin- 
ton owuld do if the sides 
rejected Usery*s plan. The 
president could propose spe- 
cial legislation to enact terms 
of a settlement or binding 
arbitration, but both types of 
bills would have to be 
approved by the House and 
Senate. 


Milan want fans on best 
behaviour for Arsenal match 


MILAN (Agencies) — AC 
Milun are demanding exem- 
plary behaviour from their 
followers when they host En- 
gland's Arsenal in the Eunv 
pean Super Cup second leg 
Wednesday. 

The match is the first 
staged in Italy since a young 
Genoa supporter was stabbed 
to death before a game 
against European champions 
Milan on January 29. Simone 
Barbaglia. an 18-year-old 
Milan fan. has been charged 
with murder. 

The llalian Olympic Com- 
mittee suspended all sport 
last Sunday to show its deter- 
mination to conquer hooli- 
ganism. It is now up to Milan, 
a cluh whose image hits in- 
creasingly been tarnished by 
violence, to set the right ex- 
ample at the San Sinv 

Milan spokesman Ugo 
Allevi said that about 2.IMKI 
English fans were expected to 
make the journey from North 
London for a lie which stands 
at (Ml after a dull first leg. 

“There won’t he any spe- 
cial security mesisurcs for 
them. They will all he housed 
in a special sector of the 
stadium, segregated from the 
Milan fans."' he said. "What 
we’re most concerned about 


is how our fans behave.” 

English soccer, dogged hy 
violence for many years, 
reached a low point in I9.X5 
when 39 fans, most of them 
Italians, were killed at the 
Heysel Stadium in Brussels as 
Liverpool fans rioted before 
the European Cup final with 
Juventus. 

But English crowd control 
has since won the respect of 
many Italians and the press 
warmly praised the atmos- 
phere during the first leg at 
Highbury last Wednesday. 

Arsenal came to Italy to 
play Torino on their way to 
lifting the European Cup 
Winners' Cup last season and 
there were no reports of trou- 
ble. Their victory over Italy's 
Parma in the final in 
Copenhagen was equally free 
of fan violence. 

Milan seek to claim the 
Super Cup — the annual 
meeting between the Euro- 
pean champions and Cup 
Winners’ Cup holders — for 
the third lime after takin» the 
19X9 and 1990 editions.' 

They start as favourites al- 
ter the (Ml draw in London 
hut will seek to avoid a re- 
petition of last year when 
they lost 2-0 to Parma at the 
San Siro after winning the 


away leg 1-0. 

For Arsenal the glamorous 
European date is welcome 
relief from a disappointing 
domestic season. 

The Londoners, who were 
expected to challenge for the 
title, are struggling for goals 
in mid-table and had captain 
Tony Adams and striker John 
Harison sent off as they 
slumped to a 3-1 defeat hy 
Sheffield Wednesday on 
Saturday. 

Players and fans evalu- 
ate soccer-less Sunday 

After a day without soccer, 
officials and fans kicked 
around the results Monday. 
The conclusion: more must 
be done to control violence. 

"At least we’ve started 
doing something about it. 
Our efforts will continue, hut 
it is indispensable that (he 
government and parliament 
make some decisions without 
which we will be defenseless 
in the face of violence.” said 
Mario Pescante. president of 
Italy’s Olympic Committee. 

And while the "ultras" — 
the Italian equivalent of Brit- 
ish hooligans — pledged to 
give up their arms, their vio- 
lent language suggested that 
tensions would continue. 


Sait Lake City in the United 
States to take over the 1998 
Games. 

But German sports leaders 
have also made a request for 
the international Olympic 
Committee (IOC) to make 
sure Nagano is not at risk 
from any new quake. The 
IOC itself is concerned that 
rebuilding Kobe may divert 
foods from the Winter 
Games showcase, according 
to international sporting offi- 
cials. 

Nagano, the second 
Japanese city to host tbe 
Winter Olympics, is expected 
to welcome 1.5 million visi- 
tors and 3,000 athletes and 
officials from around 70 
countries for 16 days starting 
February 7, 1998. 

“The sheer numbers in- 
volved is what worries us,” 


said one international Olym- 
pic official. 

But Tsukada, outwardly, 
shrugs off the fuss. “As yon 
see, out there, the construc- 
tion of facilities and transport 
is going smoothly,” be said. 

The central Japanese city is- 
350 kilometres northeast of 
Kobe, where more than 5,200 
people were killed and more 
than 110,000 buildings des- 
troyed or damaged. 

No matter what was re- 
ported in the world press, 
Nagano was not. affected by 
the quake. 

About 30 per cent of. the 
new facilities and bullet-train 
lines to be built for the 
Games are ready. The 150 
billion yen ($1 .5 billion) 
worth of construction should 
be ready by the end of 1997. 

However, there are some 


question marks about Naga- 
no's readiness. According to 
dty officials, no food is kept 
in reserve for emergencies. 
There are only 200 blankets 
kept for 354,000 residents in 
case of a disaster. 

And,- like Kobe, the local 
government has no emergen- 
cy plans. to bring in troops in 
such an event. 

Nagano is also one of many 
Japanese cities to have been 
seriously hit by quakes. In 


seriously tut by quakes, in 

1847, an earthquake measur- 
ing 7.4 on the Richter Scale 
killed 8,600 people. 

In the past 50 years, there 
have been two large quakes 
measuring higher than 5.0 on 
the Richter Scale. 

Acknowledging worries 
abroad following the Kobe 
disaster, Nagano now plans, 
to review emergency mea- 


SU “We already plamwd to 
review our disaster prog- 
rameTso people 
worried," Tsukada said. 
“But because there^so 
much damage ui K 

want to make a greater effort 

in the review so we can wth- 
stand such earthquakes. 

City offidals said it Pan- 
ned to complete the review 
by the end of 1995, but no 
were available yet. 

“There is no doubt that 
another quake like the one in 
Kobe will hit somewhere ui 
Japan,” said Yoshimitsu 
Okada, chief researcher of 
the National Research Insti- 
tute for Earth Science and 
Disaster Prevention. 

About 10 percent of eartn- 

J uake in the world occur in 
apan or its vicinity. 


Blazers rout Rockets in 
fight-marred game 


PORTLAND, Oregon (R) 

— Routs aren’t usually de- 
scribed as 'hard-fought.' but 
in this case it fit too well. 

Gifford Robinson scored 
20 points as the Portland 
Trail Blazers crushed the 
Houston Rockets 120-82 on 
Monday in a game marred by 
two ugly fights. 

Portland outscored Hous- 
ton 30-10 in the second quar- 
ter and cruised the rest of the 
way for their largest margin 
of victory over the Rockets. 

’The game saw two violent 
incidents. Houston’s Otis 
Thorpe and Portland's Chris 
Dudley were ejected early in 
the third quarter for fighting. 
Late in the period. Houston’s 
Vernon Maxwell and Robert 
Horry were ejected for fight- 
ing with a fan during a time- 
out. 

“It was a hard-fought 
game.” Robinson said. '“Ev- 
erybody was in there trying to 
bang and establish position 
and some tempers flared in 
the second half.” 

Two fans had been heck- 
ling Maxwell throughout the 
game. Maxwell left the bench 
and charged 10 to 12 rows 
into the stands and punched 
one of the hecklers in the 
chin. He then grabbed the 
fan by the throat before Hor- 
ry broke it up. 

- Assistant coach Larry 
Smith also joined the fracas 
and was ejected. 

The fan who said he was 
hit. Steve George. 35. of 
Atlanta, said he planned to 
press charges. 

"Absolutely I’m pressing, 
charges.” George said as he 
held an ice pack on his left 
jaw. “He hit me square... I 
was hit by an NBA (National 
Basketball Association) play- 
er in the face while I was 
sitting in row 1 and I'm not 
happy.” 

George said many witnes- 
ses offered to help him out as 
he was led from the arena by 
a security guard. 

“All I know is when I 
walked out of there I prob- 
ably had six business cards 
handed to me from people 
saying *1 saw him hit you'." 
George said. 

Maxwell. Horry and Smith 
left memorial coliseum be- 
fore the game ended and 
were not available for com- 
ment. but Houston’s Hakeem 
Olajuwon said be expects a 
stiff penalty.. 

“Everybody’s supposed to 
be a man and be responsible 
for your action." Olajuwon 
said. “So. I don’t think it was 
wise to go into the crowd, 
and we’ll pay the price." 

The Blazers, who were in- 
volved in a bench-clearing 
incident with Sacramento last 
month, were more res- 
trained. Under NBA rules, 
they had five players sus- 
pended for one game for 
leaving the bench in the ear- 
lier melee. 

“I guess we learn from our 
mistakes" said Blazer coach 
P.J. Carlesimo. “I still don’t 
think the rule's a good one. 
but at least our guys stayed 
put and we won’t lose any- 
body for next game." 

The fighting obscured 
Portland's performance on 
the court. 

“The guys off the bench 
played well, the starters play- 
ed well, we got good minutes 
from everybody," Robinson 
said. “If we could harness 
that type of play, we can 
really make a run in the 
second half of the season." 

Hakeem Olajuwon scored 
22 points and grabbed II 
rebounds for Houston, which 
had its five-game winning 
streak snapped. The defend- 
ing champion Rockets were 
coming off a 124-100 road 
rout of the Phoenix Suns, 
who are tied with Orlando for 
the best record in the NBA. 

"This is life in the NBA. 
Yesterday we were so up with 
our win over Phoenix, but 
today we’re down and didn't 



Indiana Pacer Dale Davis (right) and San 
Antonio Spur Dennis Rodman (10) reach for a 
rebound daring first half action in Indianapo- 


lis. The Pacers, who are 2 games out of the 
Central Dmswn lead, won 98 to 93 (AFP 
photo) 


play well." said Olajuwon. 

The Blazers led by 26 
points by halftime and Hous- 
ton was unable to draw with- 
in 20 thereafter. Portland led 
by as many as 40 points late 
in the game. 

"if they played like that 
every night, they’d have the 
best record in the NBA.’ 
Olajuwon said. “They moved • 
the ball very well and they 
passed the ball better than I 
have seen them. They played 
very physical. They just play- 
ed a great game." 

James Robinson. Clyde ■ 
Drexler and Jerome Kersey 
each scored 16 points and 
Kersey added a season-high 
14 rebounds for the Blazers, 
who had every player break 
into the scoring column. 

At New Jersey, Armon 
Gilliam, starting in place of 
the injured Derrick Cole- 
man, scored a season-high 28 
points and grabbed II re- 
bounds as the undermanned 
"Nets on for a 101-97 victory 
over the Detroit Pistons. 

Chris Morris added 19 
points for the Nets, who are 
without leading scorers Cole- 
man and Kenny Anderson 
until after the all-star break. 
Coleman has a chip fracture 
of his left hip and Anderson 
has a sore right forearm. 

"I knew I would have to 
play a different role tonight, 
but it's nice being in that 
position." said Gilliam. “1 
enjoy when guys look to me 
to do some scoring. I like that 
situation.’.’ . 

“They’re a better team 
when their two stars are out," 
observed Detroit head coach 
Don Chaney. "They want to 
prove that they can win with- 


out them.” 

Joe Dumars scored 27 
points for the Pistons, who 
had won five of their previous 
seven games. 

The Pistons puljed within 
100-97 with 28 seconds left, 
but that was as close as they 
got. New Jersey had held a 
97-89 lead but Sleepy Floyd 
missed four free throws in the 
final minute, allowing De- 
troit to climb back in. 

In Philadelphia. Steve 
Smith and. Mookie Blaylock 
combined for 25 points in .the . 
third quarter as the Adanta 
Hawks rallied for a 107-92 
victory over the slumping 
76ers. 

Smith scored 15 of his 22 
points and Blaylock had 10 of 
his 21 in the third period, 
when Atlanta outscored Phi- 
ladelphia 32-13. 

The Hawks led by at least . 
seven points thereafter and ’, 
spoiled the ceremonies hon- 
ouring former 76ers point 
guard Maurice Cheeks, who 
bad his number 'retired at 
halftime. ■' *" 

Daria Barros scored 26 
points and Willie Burton 
added 23 for the Sixers, who 
blew a 16-point second- : 
quarter lead and lost for the 
-seventh time in nine games, 

Suns’ Danny Manning 
out for season • • 

In Phoenix, Arizona, 
Phoenix Suns forward Danny 
Manning seriously injured his 
left knee in practice on Mon- 
day and will likely miss the 
remainder of the season. 

Manning is believed to 
have tom the anterior cruci- 
ate ligament of his left knee, 
team physician Richard 
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Emerson said. He was to 
undergo X-rays and a magne- 
tic resonance imaging exam 
to provide additional in- 
formation on the injury. 

“I’m pretty certain he’s lost 
for the year," said coach Paul 
Westphal. 

The loss is a tremendous 
blow to the team, since tbe 
multi-talented. 2.08 metres; 
106 kg Manning, although 
primarily a forward, is cap- 
able of playing all five posi- 
tions and gives the Suns some 
much-needed size. 

Westphal has called Man- 
ning his most valuable player 
this season. . In 46 games. 
Manning was second on the 
Suns with average of 17.9 and 
six rebounds per game. 

The Suns- 36-10 have the 
best record in the Western 
Conference and are tied with 
the Orlando . Magic for the 
best record in the National 
Basketball Association. 

Manning signed a one- 
year, $1 million contract, pas- 
sing up more lucrative offers 
to play with the Suns and 
have a chance at an NBA 
championship. 

“My fceiings go out to 
Danny, Suns president Jeny 
Colangelo said. “He made a 
tremendous financial sacri- 
fice to come to Phoenix to 
play this year. 

Manning was injured when 
he collided with teammate 
Joe KJetne. 


RESULTS 

Atlanta 107, Philadelphia 91 
New Jersey i 0 i, Detroit 97 
Partkwl »20, Houston 82. 
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Ajnerica3 crewmembers with, Leslie Egnot at the helm, trim 
the sails after turning a mark daring their race against Stars 

America’s Cup 


and Stripes in the America's Cnp defenders series oft the 
of San Diego (AFP photo) 


All boats deliver spectacular racing 


SAN DIEGO (R) — Every 
team on the America’s Cup 
course delivered spectacular 
racing on Monday as the four 
winners eked out narrow 
victories with no margin 
greater than 54 seconds. 

Marc Pajot’s France 3, Pe- 
ter Blake’s Team New Zea- 
land, John Bertrand’s One 
Australia and Dennis Con- 
ner’s Stars Stripes were the 
winners. 

“We’re going to have some 
great races in the America's 
Cup in the rounds to come." 
said Peter Lester, tactician on 
Tag Heuer Challenge. 

The most dramatic battle 
was between Pajot’s team 
and Pedro Campos' Rioja de 
Espana. Campos, for the first 
time in the America's Cup 
trials', competed in a close 
boat-for-boat battle proving 
that his boat and crew do 
fcf ve some speed potential. 

Campos was obviously 
ecstatic with the result. 

“We broke a runner on the 
last leg and were unable to 
gybe to cover our preferred 
side," he said. “But we re 
looking forward to round 
three now the boat is looking 

Corretja 
crashes 
in Dubai 


Open 


DUBAI (AP) — Spain’s 
Alex Corretja became die 
first seeded player to crash in 
the $1 million Dubai Open, 
beaten by Sweden's Henrik 
Holm 4-6, 6-2, 7-5 in tennis 
action Monday. 

Seven of the world’s top 
players battle for supremacy 
on the hard courts of the 
Aviation Club for the tourna- 
ment, which opened Monday 


more competitive. 

Rioja de Espana won the 
start, after forcing France 3 
over the line, and held the 
advantage until the two final 
legs, a fierce tacking and gyb- 
ing continued throughout the 
race with France 3 just man- 
aging to get ahead and cross 
the finish line with a mere 
22-second advantage. 

“It just shows you that you 
can’t make an unforced error 
and expect a way out." said 
Harold Cudmore, coach to 
France 3. on his team's start. 
“But Pedro did a very good 
job and it shows he can be 
very competitive, we were 
glad to finally get ahead." 

All the other matches were 
just as closely fought. Team 
New Zealand's margin of vic- 
tory over Chris Dickson's 
Tag Heuer was 54 seconds 
while One Australia man- 
aged to fight off a charge to 
the finish line by Syd Fis- 
cher’s Sydney 95 to take the 
narrowest win of the day at 
19 seconds. 

Sydney 95 was sailing with 
a change tn the afterguards 
Michael Coxon helmed the 
entire race in tire absence of 
Neville Wittey, who has tem- 
porarily returned to Austra- 
lia. Neal McDonald took 
over as tactician. 

Team New Zealand's vic- 
tory maintained its lead posi- 
tion in the Challenger stand- 
ings at 14 points, just one 
point ahead of One Au- 
stralia. 

On the Defender course 
the ail-women’s team 
America3 (cubed) skippered 
by Leslie Egnot pushed hard 


against Stars Stripes but 
could never get past. Conner 
won by 28 seconds, despite 



IL 


Crewmembers on OneAnstralia set a spinnaker after 
rounding the weather mark in their race against Sydney 95 
during the America's Cup Challenger series off the coast of 
San Diego. 




and runs through Sunday. 

They include the world No. 
4 and French Open champion 
Sergi Bruguera, the top seed, 
and Wimbledon finalist and 
world No. 5 Goran Ivanisevic 
of Croatia, seeded 2. 

Saving four of the seven 
break points in his service 
game, the 22nd-seeded Holm 
wf ;oped up the match in one 
hour 51 minutes on the hard 
court surface, which the 
eighth-seeded Corretja 
thought he knew pretty well. 

“I could have lost the 
match,” Holm, world No. 67, 
acknowledged later. “He 
pub a lot of top spin in the hall 
and I’m not too fond of that. 
But I played aggressive the 
whole match and stayed 
calm. That’s why I won," he 
said. 

Holm was on the edge 
from the very first serve. He 
produced nine double faults 
and dumped countless volleys 
into the net. Holm could 
have won the contest in 
straight sets. He led 3-1 in the 
opening set but went on to 
drop five of bis next six 
games to give the Spaniard, 
who is world No. 22, the 
advantage. 

I Holm took control of the 
'econd set and broke to lead 
*-1, then 4-1. The Swede had 
mother break at the begm- 
iing of the third set. 
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Abdul-Jabbar voted into 
Basketball Hall of Fame 


finish line. 

Stars Stripes heads the De- 
fender standings with 11 


Egnot’s gain of nearly half a points, four ahead of Kevin 
minute on the nin to the Mahaney’s Young America. 


SPRINGFIELD, Mass. (AP) — Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, 
the NBA's ali-time leading scorer who played on nine 
championship teams in college and in the pros, was voted 
into uie Basketball Hall of Fame Monday along with six 
others. 

Also voted into the ball were Women’s Olympic and 
college stars Cheryl Miller and Anne Donovan, former 
Soviet coach Aleksandr Gomelsky, former NBA official 
Earl Strom, forward Vent Mikkelsen and coach John 
Kundla. 

Gomelsky, whose ’88 team won the Olympic gold medal, 
was nominated by the international committee. . 

Known as the father of Soviet men’s basketball, Gomels- 
ky compiled a 490-177 record over bis 29 years of coaching. 

He guided the Soviet national team to seven European 
championships between 1959 and 1981 and World Cham- 
pionships in 1967 and 1982. His teams also won a silver 
medal at the 1964 Olympics and bronze medals at the 1968 
and 1980 Gaines. 

Mikkelsen was one of the NBA's first power forwards, 
white Kundla coached Mikkelsen and also led the Min- 
neapolis Lakers to six pro championships in the 1940s and 
’50s. 

“I’m just happy things worked out," Abdul-Jabbar said 
Monday from an Atlanta hotel after being informed he bad 
been elected. “It hasn't sunk in yet. 

“I don't know what to say. It’s such a thrill," Kundla 
said. “We already had five Hall of Famers from the 
(Minneapolis) Lakers. And now Vem. And me, too.” 

The first person Kundla called was Mikkelsen. “I was a 
power forward, before we had a name fork,” laughed the 
2.0l-meter Mikkelsen. 

The other Minneapolis Lakers in the hall are George 
Mikan, Slater Martin, Jim Pollard, Elgin Baylor and Clyde 
LoveHette. The Minneapolis team kept the nickname 
Lakers when it moved to Los Angels in 1960. 

“It is, of course, an honour for Kareem to be inducted 
into the Hall of Fame,” said Hall of Famer Jerry West, an 
executive vice president with the Los Angeles Lakers. “It's 
also an honour for the hall to have Kareem as a member. 
He is without a doubt the most consummate professional 


I’ve ever seen and, if not the greatest player of all time, 
certainly one of two of three greatest.’ 

“Six world championship rings. Six MVP awarck- 1 
think of anyone, who could be more deserving. Lasers 
owner Jery Buss said. , . 

There were also 19 ail-etar appearances for the njba 
all-time leader in. scoring with 44,149 points. He also noios 
records for games played (1,797) and blocked shots 
(3,189). . , 

From the time the 2.19-metre Abdul-Jabbar, then known 
as Lew Aldndor, stepped onto the power Memorial High 
School court in New York City 1961, through ms three 
NCAA college championships at UCLA and 20 years in the 
NBA with Milwaukee and Los Angeles, be dominated the 
game as few men have. 

His high school learns lost six games. His college teams were 
defeated twice. Yet he was ridiculed because of his height. 

“He was subjected to things that, had it been me, 1 
would have really flared up," former UCLA coach John 
Wooden said. “But he didn’t.'" ' 

And in the tail young man’s “intelligence, unselfishness 
and amazing self-control," Wooden said he found some 
lessons. 

“I learned more from Lewis, as I called him then, than 
from any other one player I ever had,” Wooden said. ‘T am 
not talking about basketball now, but abouT man’s in- 
humanity to man." 

Wooden, who guided UCLA to 10 NCAA titles, called 
Abdul-Jabbar “the most valuable player the college game 
has ever had: On or off the court.' • 

Donovan, a 2.03-metre centre, led old Dominion to the 
women's national college championship in 1980 and helped 
boost the U,S. women’s Olympic team to gold medals in 
1984 and 1988. She is now an assistant coach at Old 
Dominion. 

Miller, also a member erf the *84 Olympic, led Southern 
Cal. to the NCAA college championships m IS and *84 and 
ranks second only to lull of famer Carol Blazejowski hi 
scoring. She is now the coach at SoathemCal. Her brother, 
Reggie, is an all-star guard for the Indiana Pacers. 


U.S. athletic footwear makers 
plan for trade war with China 


ATLANTA (AP) — Makers 
of athletic footwear, one of 
the main products targeted 
for U.S. tariffs against China, 
said Monday they’re already 
planning to shift production 
elsewhere should efforts to 
avert a trade war fail. 

Hie shoe manufacturers, m 
Atlanta for the final day of a 
big sporting goods trade 
show, also warned that the 
sure loser in a trade war 
would be the y.S. consumer 

who would quickly have.. to 
pay more for sneakers, cleats 
ana cross-trainers. • ,u ‘" 

• There was some uncertain- 
ty among exhibitors at the 
super show over precisely. 
which sporting goods would 
be affected by the threatened 
U.S. sanctions, though many 
felt the S7.9 billion athletic 
footwear business, which de- 
pends heavily on Chinese im- 
ports, was likely to be bit. 

“We’re not letting all oar 
eggs be in the same basket, ff 
we have to we could shift 
production to Indonesia, of 
course not overnight,” said 
Alain Rone, president of 
Nashville, Tennessee-based 
Mitre Sports International, a 


leading producer of soccer 
equipment, including shoes. 

Rone said most U.S. foot- 
wear companies rely on Chi- 
na for about half of their 
production. He said most 
probably have contingency 
plans, and there would likely 
oe a rush to increase produc- 
tion at the alternative sites. 

Tom Cove, director of gov- 
ernment operations for the 
Sporting Goods Manufactur- 
ers Association,' said thiF' 
* proposed tariff waslirtdredxo 
certain specific footwear 
styles such as women’s mod- 
els and some jogging shoes. 
That should make it easier 
for companies to adapt, he 
said. 

Cove said the sporting 
goods industry in general 
supports efforts to combat 
Chinese piracy, the main 
reason for the proposed 
tariffs. 

John Bobbett, managing 
director of Champion foot- 
wear of Tarrytown, New 
York, said be doubted many 
shoe companies were taken 
unaware by the Clinton admi- 
nistration’s weekend threat 


to impose 100-per cent tariffs 
on $1.08 billion worth of 
Chinese products. The Un- 
ited States and China agreed 
Monday to resume talks next 
week in Beijing in hopes of 
heading off a potential trade 


war. 

The company is contacting 
plants in Indonesia, the Phi- 
lippines and Taiwan to pick 
up the slack, should produc- 
tion in China become pro- 
hibitive, Bobbett said. 


MODERN FURNISHED APARTMENTS 

* Studio of one bedroom, K & B. 

★ One bedroom living room K & B. 

JTwo bedrooms. living-dining room K & B. 

Central heating and telephones. 

Location: JabaJ Amman beL 3rd & 4th Circles. 

Owner TeL: 887862/64235T 
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During (ho holy month of Ramadan QITZ NIGHT’ will he held: 
at Ai H;mah ihih on Wednesday at & j<) p.m. 

- 

Kutaref and SfX'cial Ramadan drinks be served. . 

v ' • ' _ •• i-:s 


Ladies Fordeli trench coat, brand new 
from Burberry's of London, bought for 
£450 will sell for JD 400. 

If interested, call telefax No. 681590 


GOREN BRIDGE 


wrm OMAR SHARI* 

4 TANNAH HtRSCH 
eras* Tran Mm K. 

RATE THE BOSCUES 


M'l 

• — IN SHMEISAN1 — 

Consists of 3 bedrooms. 3 bathrooms, 
sitting room; salon.’ dining room with 
.balconies. maid’s room, gardea garage 
feL- store room & Telephone: 


USA VISA lottery: 


vcaviiiic. i ow, cu, lOOif a 

TO RECEIVE FREE DETAILS & APPLICATION ■ 
FAX YOUR NAME WITH A FAX NUMBER TO: ! 

IAS (USA) FAX# (301) 468-4879 | 

IMMIGRATION ALLIED SERVICES, INC. (USA) | 
Details can only be sent by FAX due to the deadline. 9 


Unequalled Service !! Unending Luxury 



Open for Dinner 

Regular Menu 
Very Affordable Prices 

Tel: 863944 

Live mu sic 1 Western & Arhbic.Thuradays. 


Neither vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

♦ 10 7 

9 A 664 3 
0 J S 2 

* A3 2 

WEST EAST 

• Q * J 9 6 6 3 

; A K 10 8 6 4'> S 7 

* K J 9 8 4 + Q 10 6 

SOUTH 
* AK642 
? E 10 9 & 
v Q3 


• 7 8 

The bidding 

Sooth West North Beet 

1* SO DU Pass 

2 Pass 4 <7 Pass 

Pass Paas 

Opening lead: King of 0 

Here's an interesting test ot yc 

analytical powers. Fallow the bt 


analytical powers. Fallow the bid- 
rfinp and play of this deal, then pick 
out the errora and rank them in 
order of severity. Note that North's 
double was negative, for takeout 
rather than penal ties. 


North's jump to four hearts a a 
little aggressive. However, two aces 
and Eve-card trump support is ho 
mean hand, so North (foes not de- 
serve censore for that action. Aa for" 
the West h a n d, we think it is either 
too strong or not strong enough for 
the Unusual No Tramp B n m mtiwn; 
therefore, the two diamond overall 
was equally appropriate. 

West lad the king of diamonds 
and, in response to Eastfs play of the . 
nine, continued with ace- of dia- 
monds and another. East ruffed the 
table's jack with the jack of hearts 
and declarer overrafted. With the 
spades breaking badly, declarer 
eventually conceded a trump trick 
and a chib for down- one. 

The Grot error, albeit a very sub- 


tle one, came at the &nt trick.- Smce- 
Bast had a natural trump trick, 
than was no need to signal for a 
diamond cantinnation. East should . 
have played the lower of the two 
diamonds to ask partner for a 
switch. Since the dub shift would be 
automatic, tbe contract would, to all 
intents and purpose*, have been 
down from the start, ' 

The graver error came two tricks 
user and It was committed by the 
dactaxn. Instead of omzuffin* the 

third diamond. South should aimply 
have discarded a club. This play, 
known, as a loser on loser, would 

too guaranteed the contract. De- 
dnnr c«n win any retain, draw 
trumps m two rounds and crossniff 
for the rat of the tifeksL 


Cinema Tel.: 634144 Cinema 

PHILADELPHIA 


Tel.: 699238 I Gnema 




Yusra, Mahmoud Hamedieh 
in 

The Immigrant 

Shows: 12J0. 3:00, 6 JO. 8:30. 1030 


Bruce WilIis M .In 

die HARD II 

Shows: 12:30, 200. K;30. 10:30 

The movie: THE LION KING will 
be shown on Fridays and Thurs- 
days at 1 1 :00 a.m. & 1 2:30 p.m. 


Cinema Tel-: 677420 

CONCORD 


CONCORD “1’ 

ROBOCOP c 3’ 

Shows: 1130. 1-45. 6-J0, 8:15. KJ-JQ 

CONCORD *2* 

Sylvester Stallone — Sharon 
Stone 

in , 

The Specialist 

Shows: 2:45. 6 JO. 8:30. 10:30 


Tel.: 618274 - 618275 




SUM'A in the satirical play 


1 ^.*1 I ( r > q , 


Composed and directed by 
Mohammad Al Shawaqfeh 

Dally from 8:30 pjn. 

Ulildreris nay 

The Ninja Turtles Show . 

Directed by Akram Abul Ragheb 
Daily at 10:30 p.m. 


Tel.: 675571 

Nabfl Al MasMni Tteetvw 


Presents 

Abu Awwad 

(n the social comedy 

Punctured Bag 

The theatre is closed on 
Mondays 

Tickets are available all 
day 



' . ■ ' Presents: 

Tne political satire: 

alsalamya salam. 

‘ at 8:30 pjn. 

F or re» n , ^or^ please (-| 

The- theatre is closed on 
Saturdays & Sundays 
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Brown: U.S. committed to help 
Palestinian trade, investment 


GAZA CITY (Agencies) — 
Declaring that “Gaza is open 
for business,” U.S. Com- 
merce Secretary Ron Brown 
on Tuesday brought U.S. in- 
vestors to the autonomous 
area to meet with their 
Palestinian counterparts. 

“We are bringing together 
a public-private part- 
nership,” Mr. Brown said at 
the opening of a U.S. govern- 
ment business seminar at a 
community centre in Gaza 
Gty. 

Mr. Brown also met with 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) Chairman 
Yasser Arafat at the Palesti- 
nian leader's headquarters. 

In the meeting, Mr. Arafat 
committed himself to com- 
bating Palestinian militants 
opposed to making peace 
with Israel, Mr. Brown said. 

The secretary said Mr. 
Arafat’s pledge could help 
ease the closure that Israel 
clamped on the Gaza Strip 
and the West Bank in re- 
sponse to the Jan. 22 double 
bombing in central Israel in 
which 21 people were killed. 
The bombers were members 
of the Islamic Jihad group 
from Gaza. 

Mr. Brown said U.S.- 
Palestinian economic rela- 
tions have a way to go. “The 
chairman (said) a moment 
ago be was starting from 
zero. We're starting from 
zero as well. This is the be- 
ginning of a process,” Mr. 
Brown told the news confer- 
ence: 


At the seminar, 10 U.S. 
business people and 15 
Palestinian economists and 
entrepreneurs explored 
possible joint ventures and 
private investment in the 
financially strapped Gaza 
Strip. 

Mr. Brown said Washing- 
ton was keen to help improve 
living conditions in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip and 
wanted to include the Palesti- 
nian self-rule authority in its 
Generalised System of Pre- 
ferences (GSP). 

“I indi c ated to Chairman 
Arafat that he has the com- 
mitment of President Clinton 
on this matter,” Mr. Brown 
told the joint news confer- 
ence with Mr. Arafat in 
Gaza. 

“We are taking formal 
administrative steps that will 
certainly help matters of 
commerce and trade. It will 
help in the creation of jobs." 
he said. 

The White House 
announced last week that Mr. 
Clinton had ended the GSP 
programme for Israel. The 
programme offers duty-free 
treatment to specified pro- 
ducts sold in the United ' 
States. It is primarily aimed 
at helping developing coun- 
tries. 

Palestinian officials said 
they have been negotiating 
with Washington to be in- 
cluded in the GSP and expect 
to be granted the status by 
April. 

Mr. Arafat said he was 


pleased by the U.S. assur- 
ances on trade. 

“This visit is a dear signal 
from His Excellency Presi- 
dent Clinton and Mr. Brown 
of the support of the Amer- 
ican administration to the 
Palestinians,” Mr. Arafat 
said. 

Mir. Brown announced the 
launching of two projects 
established or being planned 
by U.S. companies from a 
group of Arab- American and 
Jewish- American business- 
men eager to invest in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Mr. Arafat told the Amer- 
icans that the Palestinians 
badly needed help to build 
their infrastructure. 

“We are sure this coor- 
dination and cooperation can 
do a lot for our people, for 
the peace process and for our 
children,” Mr. Arafat said. 

Mr. Brown has called for 
private investment in the 
Palestinian self-rule areas in 
the past However, U.S. offi- 
cials travelling with the 
secretary said that since 
autonomy began last May, 
only one private U.S.- 
Palestinian venture was 
formed, a factory making 
building materials in the 
Gaza Strip. 

The U.S. government 
offers private investors loan 
guarantees and political risk 
insurance as incentives, the 
officials said. 

Ziad Karam, a member of 
Mr. Brown's delegation, 
announced at the seminar 


plans to build a hotel in 
Gaza. 

Mr. Brown said economic 
stability was a condition for 
the success of the peace pro- 
cess. “We also know that the 
peace process brings high ex- 
pectations among the peo- 
ple... and we. want to do 
everything we can to help in 
that change.” 

Addressing the seminar, he 
said: “We are here today on 
serious business. We Want to 
declare publicly, with you, 

that Gaza is open for busi- 

_____ '» 

ness. 

There has been no visible 
improvement in Gaza’s eco- 
nomy since Mr. Arafat took 
control in July, with on em- 
ployment hovering around 50 
per cent. The situation de- 
teriorated further after Israel 
sealed the Strip, keeping tens 
of thousands of Palestinians 
from their jobs in Israel. 

Mr. Brown's stopover in 
Gaza is part of a weeklong 
Middle East tour promoting 
U.S. trade and investment in 
the region. 

Palestinians, seeking grea- 
ter access to world markets, 
will push for a preferential 
trade pact with Washington 
at a meeting in Taba, Egypt, 
on Tuesday of trade ministers 
from the United States,, brad 
and Arab peace partners. 

“Palestinian products have 
not been admitted to the . 
United States before under a 
Palestinian label," chief 

(Continued on page 7) 


Iran wants unconditional 
t alks on island dispute 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — Iran 
said Tuesday it was prepared 
for unconditional talks with 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) to settle a dispute 
over three Gulf islands but 
declined to relinquish its ter- 
ritorial claims. 

Tehran Radio, monitored 
in Cyprus, quoted Foreign 
Ministry spokesman 
Mahmoud Mohammad as cri- 
ticising the stance taken by 
eight Arab countries in Cairo 
with regard to the islands. 

The Iranian official said 
foe stance was “one-sided" 
because it did not reflect Ira- 
nian “goodwill" in foe dis- 
pute. 

The foreign ministers of 
Syria, Egypt and the six- 
member Gulf Cooperation 
Council called on Iran Mon- 
day to relinquish its occupa- 
tion of the islands, which are 
claimed by the UAE. 

The ministers said in a 
statement that they sup- 
ported UAE sovereignty 
over die islands and urged 
Iran to accept the emirates' 
proposal to refer the dispute 
to the World Court. 

Syrian endorsement of the 
statement came as a surprise. 
It is one of Iran’s main Arab 
allies. 

Iran has rejected World 
Court arbitration over the 


to overcome this misunder- 
standing, and it is the UAE 
which instead of taking con- 
structive steps to overcome 
this misunderstanding con- 
tinues its baseless claims,” 
the spokesman said. 

Both Iran and the UAE 
claim sovereignty over the 
islands of Abu Musa, and the 
Greater and Lesser Tunbs. 

Iran may sign NPT 

Iran, suspected by Israel 
and the United States of 
trying to develop an atomic 
bomb, says a global treaty 
meant to halt foe spread of 
nuclear arms is flawed so long 
as the Jewish state remained 
outside its control. 

But it also suggested that it 
would remain a signatory for 
foe nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty (NPT) when it comes 
for renewal even if Israel 
does not join. 

“Israel is in no way under 
atomic control or survei- 
lance, it has not signed the 
NPT and does not permit foe 
International Atomic Energy 
Agency to inspect its nuclear 
installations,” the head of 
Iran’s Atomic Energy Orga- 
nisation Reza Amroilahi was 

a noted as saying by Iran 
lews newspaper on Monday. 
But he suggested Iran 



islands, insisting on direct" would remain an NPT signa- 


talks. 

“On foe basis of goodwill 
and good neigh bourli ness 
Iran welcomes foe continua- 
tion of bilateral talks in order 


toiy despite foe flaws in the 
treaty “because Iran did not 
wish to be comparable to 
Israel's usurper govern- 
ment.” 


EU deal looks closer for 
Turkey, good for Cyprus 


ANKARA (R) — Customs 
union with Europe, a goal 
that has eluded Turkey for 
decades, seems within its 
grasp and developments may 
help end a dispute with 
Greece over the division of 
Cyprus, analysts said on 
Tuesday. 

European Union (EU) 
foreign ministers, meeting in 
Brussels on Monday, agreed 
in principle on customs union 
with Ankara. The deal must 
still be approved by the Joint 
Association Council, to meet 
on March 6-7. 

As an apparent counter- 
weight for the removal of a 
standing Greek veto on Tur- 
key's rapprochement with the 
EU, foe ministers also agreed 
to begin membership nego- 
tiations with Cyprus after 
i996. 

“Sufficient time has been 
given before launching talks 
with Cyprus. This leaves Tur- 
key’s options open. It is not 
as if foe EU will start talks 
with Cyprus tomorrow.” said 
Seyfi Tashan, chairman of 
foe independent Foreign 
Policy Institute. 

“Greece may still put up 
obstacles before March but 
foe customs union looks set 
to happen,” be told Reuters. 

Turkey, an associate mem- 
ber since 1963. agreed with 
the European Community m 
1973 on a 22-year transition 
period to enter customs un- 
ion. Its 1987 bid for full mem- 
bership however, has been 
shelved by tacit mutual 
agreement. 


The Greek veto on Tur- 
key's ties with the EU steins 
from the division of Cyprus 
since 1974 when Turkish 
troops occupied its north 
shortly after advocates of un- 
ion with Greece toppled the 
government in Nicosia. 

Turkey, foe only country 
to recognise foe Turkish re- 
public of northern Cyprus, 
maintains 29,000 troops in 
foe north. 

In northern Cyprus, Tur- 
kish Cypriot leader Rauf De- 
ri kt ash declined immediate 
comment saying he would 
need to study the outcome of 
Monday's talks. 

“Eveiy single word is im- 
portant. We must study it 
before reacting,” he told 
Reuters. 

Prominent Turkish col- 
umnist Mehmet Ali Birand 
said Ankara acould stand to 
gain in Cyprus as well. 

“Turkey has openly 
warned foe EU that if they 
only take the Greek Cypriot 
side, they will be responsible 
for foe effective partition of 
foe island,” he wrote in 
Sabah daily. 

“One way or other, a solu- 
tion to foe Cyprus problem is 
drawing closer.” he said. 

Ankara and Mr. Denktash 
back Cyprus's accession to 
foe EU but say it should only 
happen after the. two rival 
communities are united in a 
federal state — a goal that 
has eluded all efforts by foe 
United Nations and others 
for two decades- 


Lebanon wants Italy to take back waste 

BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon's parliament wants Italy to take 
back thousands of barrels of toxic waste dumped in foe 
middle eastern country during its 1975-90 civil war, foe 
head of a parliamentary committee said. Hagop Jokhada- 
rian, head of the parliamentary environment committee, 
told reporters after a late-night session on Monday that 
Italy should pay the cost of taking back the waste sent to 
Lebanon in 1987-88. He said the committee was asking foe 
government to ask Italy to take back the waste at its own 
expense. The government ordered a high-level inquiry last 
week after Greenpeace, foe international watchdog, said 
foe 10,000 barrels of waste were “ecological time bombs” 
and offered to help get Italy to take them back. Mr. 
Jokhadarian said a secret Lebanese army investigation in 
1988 concluded that 1,500 barrels were buried in Lebanon 
and foe rest were dumped in foe sea or destroyed. 

Israel opens police station in Gaza 

NEVE DEKALIM, The Gaza Strip (AFP) — Police 
Minister Moshe Shahal opened the first border police 
station in a Jewish settlement on the Gaza Strip on 
Tuesday, in a bid to improve security. Hie Neve Dekalim 
station, manned by 78 officers, will serve foe bloc of 
colonies in foe south of foe Strip where most of foe 5,000 
Gaza settlers live. "This station is part of our new 
operation in foe Gaza Strip,” said police spokesman Eric 
Bar Chen, following the launch of an autonomous zone in 
the territory last May. He said 370 policemen maintain 
order in foe Israeli-held areas of Gaza. Mr. Shahal 
underlined his support for total separation between Israelis 
and Palestinians. 

Haq says militants could be crucified 

CAIRO (R) — One of Islam's leading religious scholars 
has said Egypt’s Muslim militants qualify for the severest 
Islamic penalty including crucifixion and amputation. Gad 
Al Haq Ali Gad A1 Haq, the sheikh of A1 Azhar, said in 
foe N3e Valley town of Beni Suef that militants did not 
deserve to be called “religious extremists,” let alone 
“Islamic groups" — the title foe militants use themselves. 
“They are just criminals because Islam does not recognise 
m order, violence or upsetting stability,” be added. He was 
quoted in foe government newspaper A1 Gumhouria on 
Tuesday. The Sheikh said the militants, whose hallmark is 
killing policemen, qualified for what Islamic law calls 
“hadd al haraba,” the penalty reserved for those “who 
fight God and his prophet and spread corruption on earth.” 
Citing foe Koranic veree on the subject, he said: “They 
should be killed, or crucified, or have their hands and feet 
cut off... or be expelled from foe earth. That is their 
punishment in this world and they will have a great torture 
in the next.” 

Mobile telephones banned from Knesset 

TEL AVTV (AFP) — Israeli members of parliament have 
been banned from usng mobile telephones during full 
session after complaints from Speaker Shevah Meiss about 
disruption from the constant ringing. “It is unfortunate that 
foe representatives of foe people take personal calls daring 
debates and whisper into their phones like stage promp- 
ters.” Mr. Weiss told the Knesset affairs committee which 
voted out portables on Monday. Deputies will still be able 
to stay in touch during committee meetings, although they 
were asked to keep calls to a minimum. 

Russian envoy, Sharaa holds talks 

DAMASCUS (AFP) — Syrian Foreign Minister Farcnik AI 
Sharaa discussed the Middle East peace process with a 
senior Russian envoy here Tuesday. The official news 
agency SANA said Mr.. Sharaa's talks with Deputy Foreign 
Minister Viktor Posavalyuk also covered bilateral rela- 
tions. Syria is the first leg of a Middle East tour by Mr. 
Posavalyuk which will also take in Lebanon, Jordan, Israel 
and the occupied territories. Diplomats said Russian 
Foreign Minister Andrei Kozyrev would embark on a 
Middle East tour in March. 

Kuwait MPs say Israel bombing heroic act 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwaitis approve of a Palestinian suicide 
bombing that killed 21 Israelis and oppose their govern- 
ment’s condemnation of the attack, members of parliament 
(MPs) said on Tuesday. “That was a heroic act against an 
aggressive occupier,*' MP Adrian Abdul Samad said in an 
interview. MP and former Trade and Industry Minister 
Abdullah AI Hajeri suggested Kuwait's condemnation of 
foe Jan. 22 attack was the result of U.S. diplomatic 
pressure. “Hie statement issued by the government I 
regard as a black spot in the history of Kuwait,” Mr. Hajeri 
tola Reuters, echoing a common view among MPs gathered 
for parliament's weekly session. “That statement stirred 
popular resentment.” 


HIGHER COMMITTEE MEETS: His Royal mince far peace neg o ti at i on s (see 

wigiiniNgi Crown Prince Human on Tuesday (Petra photo) 

chairs a meeting of the Higher Steering Com- ' • : 


one) 


Algerian - 
film director 
attacked 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — 
Two armed men shot and 
seriously wounded Algerian 
movie director Djamel Fez- 
7a7 m downtown Algiers, 
security forces said Tuesday. 

Mr. Fezzaz, 44, was shot 
Monday by “two armed cri- 
minals” during a visit to a 
famil y in Bab Al Oued, a 
fundamentalist fief near foe 
casbah, security forces said. 
Hie wold “criminals” has re- 
cently become foe official de- 
signation for Islamic extrem- 
ists. 

The report of foe attack on 
Fezzaz was first carried in foe 
French-language daily 
Liberte. The paper said the 
director, who works for the 
state-run National Enterprise 
for Audio Visual Production, 
was hit by three bullets in the 
face and arms but was not in 
danger of death. 

There was no immediate 
claim of responsibility for the 
attack. Islamic extremists, 
who mounted an insurgency 
three years ago, have, been 
blamed for oumeawrlHUings 
of Algerian artists^' iiftenec- 
tuals and journalists, as well 
as foreigners. * 

An estimated 30,000 peo- 
ple have been killed in the 
conflict between extremists 

after the army canceled 
national elections to thwart a 
probable victory by the Isla- 
' mic Salvation Front (FIS). 

Meanwhile, foe London- 
based Arabic language news- 
paper Al Hayat reported 
Tuesday that the front’s top 
two leaders have been sent 
back to prison because they 
failed to call for an end to foe 
violence. 

Abassi Madam and Ali 
Belhadj were transferred last 
September from military pris- 
on to house arrest in a state- 
owned villa in an effort by 
President Li amine Zeronal to 
negotiate an end to foe crisis. 
Authorities say the two,, both 
serving 12-year prison terms, 
reneged on a deal to call for a 
truce. 

Al Hayat, quoting in- 
formed sources, said author- 
ities found It “useless” to 
keep foe two under house 
arrest. 

There was no immediate 
confirmation of the report. 

Lawyers for foe number 
three salvation front' leader, 
Abdul Kader Hacbani, 
announced that their client, 
jailed since elections . were 
cancelled in January 1992, 
has been on a hunger strike 
since last Thursday. 

He is protesting foe con- 
tinued postponement of his 
trial and demanding to be 
judged. 


Peres sees no need for 
daily check of popularity! 


UNITED NATIONS (Agen- 
cies) — Israeli Foreign Mmis^ 
ter Shimon Peres said on 
Monday his government’s 
peace policy (fid not need to 
be “applauded every morn- 
ing” by Israeli public opin- 
ion. 

“To my taste, a test of a 
government is when it can 
continue its policy without 
being applauded every morn- 
ing, because foe policy is foe 
right one,” be said. 

Mr. Peres, now on a visit to 
the -United States,- was 
speaking to reporters at foe 
United Nations after briefing 
all 15 Security Council mem- 
bers, other diplomats and 
senior U.N. officials on the 
Middle East peace process. 
He said the groupi included 
representatives' of seven 
Arab delegations. 

Asked whether Israel's 
Labour-led government was 
losing domestic support, in 
view of a recent spate of fatal 
attacks against Israelis by 
Palestinians opposed to foe 
peace process, he added: 
“We got a mandate for four 
years. We don’t have to test 

oitr.jMpuIarity.eveiy morn- 
ihg. - 

“On the contrary, we have 
to show that even through 
corridors of lack of popular- 
ity, -we are maintaining the 
mandate that we have got- 
ten.” 

Popularity polls were “like 
perfume, nice to smell but 
dangerous to swallow,” he 
added. 


‘'Thie sentiment in Israel is 
for peace, but there is a 
strong feeling that fighting' 
terror must bea joint venture 
of all the parties who- are 
seeking peace.” 

He confirmed that during 
his briefing, the question of 
Israeli settlements in occu- 
pied territories had been 
raised. 

He said he replied that 
Israel had a three-point poli- 
cy of its own: Not to add new . 
settlements not to confiscate, 
land for new- settlements or to 
enlarge existing ones and not 
to invest public money, in 
building houses or apart- 
ments in the settlements. . 

There is “no need for more 
commitment” from Israel on 
the settlements, he told re- 
porters. ~ . 1 

“It’s a unilateral Israeli de- 
cision. We are not going to 
say to the Israeli public that 
we changed our policy be- 
cause of Palestinian or any- 
body else’s pressure. We act 
out of conviction, not out of 
pressure,” he said. 

An- Israeli diplomat saip 
Israel was dead, set against 

pubfie debate ha tfio XJ.N. 

Security Council on the set- 
tlements, such as the Pales- 
tine liberation Organisation 
asked for last month, saying 
it could make the “atmos- 
phere worse.” 

Asked if Israel bad shifted 
its refusal to sgn the nuclear 
Non-Proliferation Treaty. 
(NPT), Mr. Peres said it had 
not. 


For a third time, key 
suspect switches sides 


French row 

French Foreign Minister 
Alain Juppe, trying to calm a 
rift with Algeria’s mfltiaiy 
rulers, said Tuesday that 
Paris had always favoured a 
dialogue to end the country's 
civil war, but that it was up to 
the Algerians to organise it. 

Mr. Juppe was speaking 
after a meeting on Algeria 
with Prune Minister Edouard 
Bahadur, Interior Minister 
Charles Fasqua and Defence 
Minister Francois Leotard 
following President Francois 
Mitterrand’s call last Friday 
for European Union minis- 
ters to convene a conference 
on the Islamic insurrection in 


Pasqua for his part 
said foe premier’s office 
would issue a clarification la- 
ter on Tuesday, but Mr. Jup- 
pe implied this would not be 
necessary. 

“The clarification was' 
already made yesterday by 
Mr. Pasqua and myself. 


NEW YORK (AP) — In 
Siddig Ibrahim Siddig Ali, 
j prosecutors in the biggest ex- 
tremism trial in U.S history 
have gained a smooth-talk- 
ing, college-educated and 
handsome witness, a fresh 
weapon against their chief 
target — a blind Egyptian 
sheikh. 

But Mr. Siddig Ali comes 
with considerable baggage, 
including hundreds of pages 
of transcripts from taped con- 
versations in which he 
appears to be the ringleader 
or plots to destroy U.S. land- 
marks and kill political fi- 
gures. 

He also had agreed to 
cooperate last summer, only 
to change his mind and flip 
back to the defence. 

The guilty plea Monday 
comes just as prosecutors are 
frying to build momentum 
against Sheikh Omar Abdul 
Rahman, the 56-year-old 
deric who allegedly guided 
what prosecutors have dub- 
bed a war of “urban ter- 
rorism.” 

Now, the prosecution has 
two turncoats and an infor- 
mant to testify against the 
sheikh and 10 others accused 
of conspiring to attack U.S. 
landmarks and leaders to 
pressure the United iSiates to. 
change its policies in fo4 Mid- 
dle East, particularly towards 
Egypt and Israel.' 

After the Feb. 26, 1993 
World Trade Centre bomb- 
ing that killed six people and 
caused a $500,000 in damage, 
government informant Emad 
Salem asked Mr. Siddig AH 
in a secretly recorded con- 
versation why that site was 
picked. 

“The operation is to. make 
them lose millions. And that 
happened,” he answered, 
according to transcripts, “this 
is the message: We want to 
tell them, you're not far from 
us and we can get you any- 
time.” 

When, the defendants were 
arrested in the trade centre 
case Mr. Siddig All suggested 
to Mr. Salem that they kill 
some Federal Bureau of In- 


vestigation (FBI) agents' in 
retaliation. If they were con- 
victed, he suggested, “well 
hit foem'wifo missiles and we 
will take hostages,” accord- 
ing to foe transcript. 

Mr. Siddig Ali, born in 
Sudan, came to. foe United. 
States ' m 1988. He worked 
briefly as a cab driver in the 
Bronx but bis licence was 
suspended twice and revoked 
twice. 

He also worked as a guard 
at a real estate firm, where he 
met bis wife, a native of 
Trinidad. They settled in 
Jersey City, New Jersey. 

According to a statement 
be gave during his guilty plea, 
Mr. siddig Ali said.be met. 
with Sheikh Abdul Rahman 
in late 1990 and quickly be- 
gan meeting other muslims 
charged in foe terrorism case 
or convicted hi the trade cen- 
tre bombing. " ' 

By the time . >e was 
arrested in the {riot in June 
1993, he was planning multi- 
ple bombings ; and looking 
forward to retiring with foe 
others in the Philippines,- he 


After talking with foe gov- 
ernment for eight weeks ‘last ■ 
summer in a failed bid at 
cooperation, Mr. Siddig Ali 
telephoned bis former 
lawyer, Ron Ruby. 

“He indicated foe gpvenj- 
ment wanted him to fie and 
he refused to lie for foe gov- 
ernment” Mr. Kilby ■ said. 
“They squeezed him like a 
grape and when they were 
done with him, he refused to 
lie and they threw him back 
in foe .defence pool." 

Mr.- Ruby said when he 
went to visit Mr. Siddig Ali. 
though, the former dient re- 
fused to see him. (n a court 
appearance shortly after- 
wards. Mr. Siddig Ali 
appeared nervous as he sat in 
new govenment-bought clo- 
thing rather than usual pris- 
on-issued garb. 

. “He's a tragic, pathetic fi- 
gure who dearly will do any- 
thing or say anything to any- 
body who can help hun ,” Mr. 
Ruby said. - 


Suicide rate 
soaring in 
Estonia 

GOTHENBURG, Sweden 
(AFP) — The suicide rate m 
Es Kro fa has doubted in five 
years to reach the highest 
level bt Europe, an Estonian 
doctor told a medical confer- 
ence Monday. Arno Aadap- 
soo of Tartu University 
Warned the increase on grow- 
ing alcoholism and intense 
pressure to succeed in the 
new market economy follow- 
ing the Baltic republic’s inde- 
pendence from the Soviet 
Union in 1991. From 1988 to 
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from 40 to 80 cases p e£* 
100,000 people, and foe othef 
two Baltic republics, Latv ia 
and Lithuania, have witnes- 
sed FF fn *t ar increases, Mr. 
Aadamsoo said, fra the 1980s,- 
he said, foe Estonian govern- 
ment waged a programme 
a gainst alcoholism and Esto- 
nians “were hopeful because 
liberation from the Soviet 
system seemed near.” But 
now, both alcoholism and so- 
cial pre ssur es are on foe rise. 
Mr. Aadamsoo raid Estonia’s 
market economy has meant 
“a faster work pace for en- 
trepreneurs aim business- 
men, people who don’t think 
about four health." 

Japan approves 
gene therapy 
fbrfirsttlme . 

TOKYO (AFP) - The Japanese 
gover n ment has given its 
ap p roval for the first time: to 
controversial gene therapy, 
as port of treatment for a 
four-year-old boy suffering 
from immune deficiency. But 
Health. Minister Shoktd Ide 
urged doctors Tuesday to 
adopt a camious approach, 
taking ethical considerations 
into account. Mr. Ide told a 
news conference that it wafe 
hoped , foe treatment woukT 
lead to “a major break- 
through.” Hel ministry gave . 
its appiovalfor thegene thcr- 1 
apy Monday. It wu involve 
- extracting' lymphocytes from 
the boy, mixing them with 
normal adenosine 
(ADA) genes, before ram- ■ 
jeering them in foe hope that 
a normal immune system will 
develop. The boy was bom 
lacking ADA. Even a com- 
mon cold could prove fatal to 
him. Mr. Ide said be recog- 
nised the need to promote 
advanced medical technology 
but hoped doctors would ex-' 
erase extreme caution. Hok- 
kaido Uni v ersi t y Hospital is. 
expected to begm foe therapy/ . 
on the boy next mouth. ■' 

Sikhs to donate 
gold to beautify 
shrine 

NEW DELHI, India (AP) — 
Indian Sikhs firing in Britain; 
will donate 500 knogrammefr 
(1,100 pounds) of gold to 
beatify their faith’s holiest 
shrine— the Golden Temple 
in the Punjab dty of Amrit- 
sar, news reports said Tues- 
day. The temple was. the cen- 
tre of a Sikh separatist cam- 
paign for a homeland and the. 
scene of a fierce battle be-, 
tween Indian troops and en- 
trenched Sikh mutants in-, 
1984. Later that year, twra-^ 
Sikh, bodyguards assassinated - 
Prime Mmhtter Indira Gan- 
dhi for ordering troops into* 
the shrine. Sikhs living in 
'Britain felt the ur ge to re-, 
place the worn out gold plat- 
ing that dons foe temple top,- 
the Indian Express newspap- 
er reported. It will cost an' 
estimated 50 mflKnn rupees 1 
(81. 6 nri ffion) to buy the raid- 
and pot it on the dome. The 
gold plating of the temple' 
was mat done by Sikh ruler 
Maharaja Ranjit SSn^gh in foe ■ 
early l8th century. Since then 
tibegok! has not been replaced.. 

World’s tallest 
building proposed 
for Melbourne 

MELBOURNE (R) A 

proposal by an Aust ralia^ 
company to build the world’s 
tapest office bttikfing in MeL 
bourne-— a city with 24 per 
cent office vacancy — won - 
support from the Victoria 
state government Monday. 

STww dcpaty 

rat McNamara, said the 
by the GroHo Con- 
auction Group to build the 

^f _metTC (1,640 ft) bmkJsar 
reflected a “new 
enthusiasm” in 
which was hit badly bv An! 


1 














cM:3f .V 




i £ 1 


■ 


I - 

ft* . ' VS- • • 

fed:: 





j 0- 

ft 

i > 

\ % - 
-;V. -Si 


. ■ V j 


I fe--:*.;!. *4..; 

a* : -'-5v3-' 

1 r 

jgrV" ■ • 

ills 













